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Between the “Heval” and the 
“Achnabi”: Reflections on field-
work in North-East Syria (Rojava)

Based on my fieldwork in North-East Syria (Rojava) and 
engagement with the Kurdish Freedom Movement I will 
discuss and problematize some of the approaches towar-
ds anthropological and decolonial theory and practice. For 
that I will focus mostly on my experience as an ethnograp-
her in the context of ongoing struggle of national liberation 
and social revolution and its consequences for my engage-
ment with social theory. However in the process I will also 
highlight certain contradictions and entanglements in the 
political process in North-East Syria which makes it both in-
spiring and challenging.
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