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Re-writhing the history
of sexuality in late socialist
and postsocialist Poland

Drawing on ethnographic and archival materials, in this 
talk I aim to present a counter history of sexuality in late 
socialist and postsocialist Poland. This alternative narra-
tive will challenge orientalizing assumptions that the cur-
rent attacks on sexual rights result from Eastern Euro-
pean “backwardness,” as compared to the “developed” 
West. I situate this history within a global context and 
focus on expert discourses that inform the construction 
of sexuality, especially those articulated by educational, 
religious, and activist communities.
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