[tuos gruomotys mierkis ir snegt viesturysku iskotu
Rezeknis viesture, vysupyrma dasadurut tam,

kai Rezekne ir atsateistejuse i puorsamejuse laika
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This book, “A Brief History of Rezekne,” aims to
provide a concise historical overview of Rezekne,
focusing primarily on maintaining a clear timeline
and highlighting the historical monuments,
infrastructure, and buildings—or their surviving
remains—that are still visible today.

Rézekne has stood at the crossroads of empires, religions, and cultures
for centuries. From a medieval border castle to a Soviet-era industrial
town, this book traces the city’s evolution through war, famine, religious
upheaval, and the shifting ambitions of imperial powers.

Focusing on the emergence and transformation of the town itself,

its buildings, plans, and urban form, A Brief History of Rézekne presents
a concise yet rich account of how a peripheral settlement grew into

a district center and a symbol of regional identity. With sharp attention
to historical context, the book unpacks how geography, policy, and
power have shaped Rézekne’s built environment—and how the city has
persisted and adapted through shifting regimes and repeated upheavals.

It is a grounded introduction to the making, and remaking, of Rézekne
as a historically layered town at the heart of Latgale.
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Ituos gruomotys mierkis ir snégt viesturysku isko-
tu Rézeknis viesturé, vysupyrma dasadurat tam, kai
Rézekne ir atsateistejuse i puorsamejuse laika gaita, taipos
ari dagrizt viereibu viesturis pimineklim, infrastrukturai
irabezuojumu de] autors naspéja apgiut vysus Rézeknis
boguotiis viesturis aspektus — itama gruomota cisi moz
teik runuots par pilsietniku kulturys aktivitatem, bidrei-
bom i organizacejom, i pilsatys socialuo, politiskuo, et-
niskuo, religiskuo i kulturys dinamika dazaidis laika
periodas ir ci$i minimali attaluota. Kara viesturis en-
tuziasti itama gruomota atrass tik stypri fragmentarys
viests par Rézekneé i apleiciné nitykusajom kaujom.
Tuo vita gruomota raudzeits eisai paruodeit natikSonu
atteisteibu, kas veiduoja Rézekni taidu, kaidu tit redzim
myusu dinuos.

Vigluokai skaiteiSonai i lobuokai izpratnei vysi toponi-
mi i mikrotoponimi, par pimaru, ilu i apdzeivuotu vitu
ntsaukumi, ir dati taida forma, kaida ti beja zynomi
2025. gods 1. juni. Viesturyski vitu voi ilu nisaukumi
var pasaruodeit citatis, cikom viteji toponimi nu dazai-
du laika periodu atriinami vitu nasaukumu ruodeituoja
gruomotys beiguos.

Teksta var byut vuordi, frazis voi idejis, kas var tikt
uztvartys kai politiski napareizys voi aizvainojasys, bet
tuos ir 1klautys citatiis voi, kab atspigeluotu viesturyski
kontekstu, i naatspigeloj autora personeigiis redzinus.
Gruomota dimuota plotam skaiteituoju likam, parti
dazi nu lituotis jiedzinu var byut lobuok sapritami na-
specialistim, tok naatbylst historiografeja pIjimtajim.

his book, “A Brief History of Rézekne,” aims to pro-

vide a concise historical overview of Rézekne, fo-
cusing primarily on maintaining a clear timeline and
highlighting the historical monuments, infrastructure,
and buildings—or their surviving remains—that are still
visible today. Due to the constraints of its size, this pub-
lication does not delve into all aspects of Rézekne’s rich
history; it omits extensive discussions of local culture,
various movements, and organizations, and refrains from
going into an in-depth exploration of social, cultural, or
military issues. Instead, it endeavors to briefly illustrate
the progression of events that have shaped Rézekne into
what it is today.

For enhanced readability, all toponyms and microto-
ponyms, such as names of settlements and streets, are
presented according to their current designations as of
June 1, 2025. However, readers may encounter histor-
ical names in direct quotations from primary sources.
A comprehensive index of local toponymy is provided
at the end of the book for further reference.

The text may contain words, phrases, or ideas that are
considered politically incorrect by modern standards;
these are included solely within their historical context
or as part of direct citations and do not reflect the au-
thor’s views. This book is intended for a broad audience
and, as such, some terms may not adhere strictly to his-
toriographical usage; they are used to ensure a better
understanding for non-specialists.

Where possible, individuals’ names are accompanied at
first mention by their years of birth and death in brackets,

A Brief History of Rézekne

Priskvuordi
Foreword

7



Kod tys ir bejs Ispiejams, tekstd pimynatajom per-
sonom 1kovuos diits pylnais vuords originalraksteiba,
dzimSonys i mierSonys godi. Gadinis, kod tryukst kaidys
informacejis, var napasaruodeit pylns vuords voi gods.
Atsasauciit iz personu niisadorbuoSonu, vins gods voi
nalels laika pasmys 1kovuos var naruodeit godu (godus),
kurais omots tyka Ijimts, bet tys var naatspigeluot vysu
fjimtuo omota periodu, bet tik ta, kas atriitnams olits.

Autors soka lelu paldis par atbolstu vysom gruomotys
tapSona isaisteitajom organizacejom i atseviskom perso-
nom: Varsavys Universitatei, kas iniciéja i nadraisynuoja
gruomotys izdtsonu; Daugovpils Universitatei; bidreibai
i kiipinai “Nezinama Rézekne”, kurys aizbildniceiba gruo-
mota radeita; Dr. Piotr Grablunas nu Adama Mickevic¢a
universitatis Poznana i Prof. dr. hab. Justyna Olko nu
Varsavys Universitatis par gruomotys radeiSonys inicie-
$onu; Dr. Vladislavam Malahovskim par zynuotnyska
konsultaceju; Laurai Spunderei par tulkuojumu latgalisu
voluda; Laurai Melnei par zynuotnyska i latgali$u voladys
redakceju; Mary Chambers par anglu voludys redakceju;
vysim gruomota izmontuotis ilustraceju eipasnikim par
atsauceibu i sovai sivai Regitai Zeilai par atbolstu i vareibu
nisadorbuot ar sovu aizarausonu.

Rézekne, 2025. gods

although in some cases, this information may be incom-
plete. Similarly, when discussing an individual’s occupation,
a single year or a range in brackets indicates the year(s)
specifically mentioned in the sources, and does not neces-
sarily represent the full duration of their tenure in that role.
The author extends gratitude to all organizations and
individuals involved in the creation of this book for their
support:

¢ University of Warsaw, for initiating and facilitat-
ing the book’s publication.

+ Daugavpils University and the association and
community Nezinama Rézekne (Unknown
Rézekne), under whose auspices the book was
created.

¢ Dr Piotr Grablunas from Adam Mickiewicz
University in Poznan and Prof. dr hab. Justyna
Olko from the University of Warsaw, for initiat-
ing the book’s development.

¢ Dr Vladislav Malakhovsky, for his scientific
consultation.

Laura Spundere, for the translation into Latgalian.
Laura Melne, for scientific editing and Latgalian
language editing.

Mary Chambers for English language editing.

+ All holders of the illustrations used in the book,
for their responsiveness.

+ And his wife, Regita Zeila, for her support and
for enabling him to pursue his passion.

Rézekne, 2025



Rezeknis pils
(13.-17.g.s.)

uords “Lotigola” voi “Letigola” vysaiduos formuos do-

kumentas ir sastapams, jau suocut ar Nestora (Hecrmop
Aemonucey; ap 1056—ap 1114) hroniku, i teik pimynats ari
Indrika hronika, kur tys lituots kipa ar vuordu “Lethija”
Precizi ituos zemis rubezi Sudin nav zynomi, i, preteji po-
pularaja literatura asasim apgolvuojumim, Lotigola kai
protovalstisks veiduojums nikod nav pastuovéjuse.

Senejuokiis Lotigolys piminiejumu vyda ir ar 1263.
godu datats dokuments, kura Polockys knazs, leitovisu
kunigaitis Gerdenis (?-1267), roksta par sovu leigumu ar
Livonejis ordina mestru Konradu fon Mandernu (Konrad
von Mandern, ap 1230-1295) par Lotigolys zemis nada-
$onu Livonejis ordinam. Da myusu dinu ir sasaglobuojs
ituo dokumenta nuroksts senslavu voluda, tok tulkuo-
tuojs nu latinu volidys, diimojams, nav izprats originaluo
dokumenta saturu, i tuo interpretaceja pietnikim saguo-
doj varojamys gryuteibys. Itys dokuments naresi teik
pisaukts saisteiba ar pyrma Rézeknis piminiejumu, tok
$udin ir piruodeits, ka tei ir nakorekta vuorda “rezne”
interpretaceja i ar t0 dreizuok byutu juosaprat Raznys
azars voi Rézeknis upe.

Konkrets Rézeknis kika pils celtniceibys laiks nav
zynoms. Kod Livonejis ordins iguoja Latgolys teritoreja
piec 1263. goda, Rézeknis pilskolna beja latgalu apmetne
vysmoz nu 9. godu symta, i piec dazu pietniku dimu, jau-
nibraucieji, ispiejams, da myura pils byuvniceibai dzei-
vuoja kitka niicitynuojumds kipa ar vitejim latgaliSim.

Rezekne Castle

(13th-17th CENTURY)

he name Lotigola (or Letigola) appears in various

forms in documents as early as the Primary Chronicle
(Povest’ vremennykh let, c. 113), and is also mentioned
in the Livonian Chronicle of Henry (Heinrici Cronicon
Lyvoniae, c. 1229), where it is used interchangeably with
Lethia. The exact borders of this land remain unknown,
and—contrary to claims often found in popular literature—
Lotigola never existed as a proto-state formation.

One of the earliest mentions of Lotigola is in a document
dated 1263, in which the Polotsk prince and Lithuanian
duke Girdenis (?-1267) records his agreement with the
Master of the Livonian Order, Konrad von Mandern
(c.1230-1295), concerning the transfer of the Lotigola land
to the Livonian Order. A copy of this document, trans-
lated into Old Church Slavonic, has survived to this day.
However, the translator, working from a Latin original,
appears to have misunderstood the text, which presents
significant challenges for modern researchers attempting
to interpret it. The document is often cited in connection
with the first mention of Rézekne, but this is now consid-
ered a misinterpretation: the term rezne in the document
probably refers not to the town, but to Lake Razna or the
Rézekne River.

The exact date of the construction of the stone castle at
Rézekne is unknown. While the Livonian Order entered
the Latgale region after 1263, a Latgalian settlement had
already existed on the Rézekne castle mound since at

A Brief History of Rézekne
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Rézeknis pils \ Rézekne Castle

Livonejis ordina bruniniki pili niisauce piec upis ‘Rositten
schlos. Rézeknis upe, kurys nisaukums viteja latgalisu
voluda tyma laika varéja izaklauseit kai *Rézit(i)ne, kas
sovu nasaukumu senuok varéja dabuot nu Raznys azara.

Vacuokuo Rézeknis niisaukuma tycamuo piminieSona
atsatic iz 1288. godu (par oficialu skaiteitais 1285. gods
naatbylst patiseibai). Pyrmais zynomais Rézeknis pils
piminiejums atriitnams olaita nu 1324. gods, tok par napit-
nu nacitynuojumu tei palykuse tik 14. godu symta Gtraja
pusé. Nu ituo laika Rézeknis niisaukums dokumentis
suoc pasaruodeit vys bizuok. Rézeknis pils, taipo$ kai
cytys Livonejis pils, sastuovéja nu diveju dalu - citadelis
i forta. Citadele beja vyslobuok nucitynuotuo pils dala,
kur atsaroda bruniniku cellis i golvonuos kaplituosonys
telpys, tyma skaita ari kapleica, bet forta atsaroda saimis-
teibys kuormi, nalyktovys, stali, dziernovys, maizneicys,
kalvisic.

14. godu symta Rézeknis pils niivods zimelas ribezuo-
juos ar Teérbatys veiskupeju, dinavydis ar Dinaburgys
komtureju, ritumis ar Reigys arhiveiskupeju, bet dinavy-
daustrumis i austrumas atsaroda krivu i leitovisu zemis,
kas ari niisaceja vajadzeibu piec fortifikacejis. Vydslaikiis
vysbizuokais kara veids beja reidi ar laupeiSonu, nu kurts
vysu laiku cite pirabeza pils apgoboli. Sovpus Rézeknis
fogts (pils navoda vadeituojs) i Daugovpils komturs (kom-
turejis vadeituojs) ar sovim laudim regulari atsaceja ar ta
posu, Imat reidas iz krivu i leitovisu zemem.

Rézeknis pils 15. godu symta i 16. godu symta pyrmaja
pusé beja vins nu svareiguokiis niicitynuojumu ordi-
na austrumu rabeza. Dinaburgys komturs uzraudzeja

least the gth century. According to some researchers, be-
fore the stone castle was built, the newcomers may have
lived in a wooden fortress together with local Latgalians.
The knights of the Livonian Order named the castle after
the river, calling it Rositten schloss. The Rézekne River,
whose name in the local Latgalian language at the time
may have sounded like *Rézit(i)ne, may itself have orig-
inally derived from Lake Razna.

The oldest reliable mention of the name Rézekne dates
to 1288. The year 1285 is today considered the official
founding year of the city, but this is considered a fab-
rication of an 18th-century chronicler. The first known
reference to Rézekne Castle appears in a source from
1324, although the site only developed into a serious forti-
fication in the second half of the 14th century. From that
time onward, the name Rézekne began to appear more
frequently in written records. Like other Livonian castles,
Rézekne Castle consisted of two main parts: a citadel and
an outer bailey. The citadel was the most heavily forti-
fied section, housing the knights’ quarters and primary
communal spaces, including a chapel. The outer bailey
contained utility buildings such as warehouses, stables,
mills, bakeries, and blacksmiths.

In the 14th century, the district of Rézekne castle bor-
dered the Bishopric of Tartu to the north, the Komturship
of Dinaburg to the south, and the Archbishopric of Riga to
the west, while to the southeast and east lay Russian and
Lithuanian territories—borders that necessitated serious
fortification. In the Middle Ages, the most common form
of warfare was raiding and plundering, from which border
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situaceju Leitovys zemés, cikom Rézeknis fogts beja
atbildeigs par Polockys i Krivejis darbeibys uzraudzeibu.
1451. goda Rézeknis pils beja paklauta Siguldys pilei, i ir
sasaglobuojusi revizejis dati nu ituo laika: Rézeknis pili
bejusi treis ordina bruniniki, diveji veiskupi, 12 zyrgi i 1o
rezervis brunu komplekti.

16. godu symta citik$nu niizeime Livoneja jau beja
sasamazynuojuse, i pils, tyma skaita ari Rézeknis, na-
beja pilaguotys aizsardzeibai pret artilereju. Suocitis

castle districts suffered frequently. In response, the Vogt
of Rézekne (head of the castle district) and the Komtur of
Daugavpils (head of the Komturship) regularly retaliated
with their own raids into Russian and Lithuanian lands.
In the 15th century and the first half of the 16th cen-
tury, Rézekne Castle was one of the most important for-
tresses on the eastern border of the Livonian Order. The
Komtur of Dinaburg was responsible for overseeing de-
velopments in Lithuanian territories, while the Vogt of

1. attals. Rézeknis pilsdrupys
19. g. s. vyda.

Figure 1. The ruins of Rézekne
Castle in the mid-19th century



Livonejis karam (1558-1583), ordina mestrys Rézeknis
pili kapa ar vairuokom cytom pilim apsiileja Pilejai,
kab sajimtu aizdavumu kara turpynuos$onai. Pali pili
iguoja 1559. goda, bet 1582. goda Rézekne tyka iklauta
Pilejis-Leitovys unejis Puordaugovys Livonejis herco-
gistis sastuova. Tyka izveiduota Rézeknis starasteja, kas
beja paklauta Casu vaivadejai.

Laika nu 1601. da 1667. goda Rézeknis pils vairuokys
reizis tyka napusteita i ta periodiski Tjeme kai krivi, tai
zvidri, tok piec mira leigumu nisliegSonys tei atsagrize
pilu rakuos. 1656. goda pils tyka stypri pasteita i nikod
natyka atjaunuota, palikit ptlu ritkuos nu 1667. da 1772.
goda, kod Pilejis sadaleiSonys rezultata Latgolys terito-
reja tyka Krivejis imperejis sastuova.

Vysa apraksteitaja perioda, nu 13. da 18. godu sym-
ta, ar puortraukumim piec niapitnuoku konfliktu voi
naideibu upis preteja krosta pi pils vuortu pastuoveja
mists.

Rézekne monitored the activities of Polotsk and Russia.
In 1451, Rézekne Castle was subordinated to Sigulda
Castle, and audit records from this period have been pre-
served. According to these records, the castle housed three
knight-brothers of the Order, two priests, 12 horses, and 10
sets of reserve armor.

By the 16th century, the strategic importance of fortress-
es in Livonia had begun to decline, and castles—including
Rézekne Castle—were no longer adapted to withstand
modern artillery attacks. At the beginning of the Livonian
War (1558-1583), the Master of the Livonian Order, to se-
cure aloan to continue the war, mortgaged Rézekne Castle
along with several others to Poland. Polish forces took
possession of the castle in 1559, and by 1582, Rézekne had
been incorporated into the Duchy of Livonia in the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth. A starosty was established in
Rézekne, subordinate to the Césis Voivodeship.

Between 1601 and 1667, Rézekne Castle was repeatedly
devastated and intermittently occupied by both Russian
and Swedish forces. However, following each peace trea-
ty, it was consistently returned to Polish control. In 1656,
the castle suffered severe damage and was never rebuilt.
It remained under Polish administration from 1667 until
1772, when, as a result of the Partitions of Poland, the
territory of Latgale was incorporated into the Russian
Empire.

Throughout the period from the 13th to the 18th cen-
tury, despite the destruction caused by major raids or
warfare, a settlement existed on the opposite bank of the
river, near the castle.



Rezeknis mists
(13. g.s. - 1772)

Al:dzeivuota vita Rézeknis upis kreisaja krosta, apma-
am Lipuojis ilys apleicing, varéja pastuovet vél pyr-
ma krystnesu isarasSonys. Par ta licynoj kai Centraluo
tierga teritoreja atrostuos sanlitys i muola fragmenti, tai
apbedejumi V. Purvisa i Gruovu 1luos. Pyrmuos viests
par riezekni$im mums tykusys nu 1293. i 1295. gods, kod
Reigys poruodniku gruomota ar dazu godu starpeibu
mynati Jani de Resitens i Ywan de Resitens. Dimojams,
ka tys bejs vins krivu izcelsmis tierguotuojs nu Rézeknis
pils voi mista.

Misti voi pilsatys natuoli nu pilu vydslaikas naiza-
veiduoja posi nu seve, tok vys sekuoja niiteiktim niisa-
cejumim. Parosti apdzeivuota vita sastuovéja nu diveju
dalu — dzeivojamuos dalis, kas sastuovéja nu atsevisku
saimisteibu ar akom i zemis gobolim tom siipluok; i nu
tierga laukuma, kura beja ari bazneica i kopi. Vydslaikas
Rézeknis mists Lipuojis ilys trasé gar Rézeknis upis stuo-
v krostu, Centraltierga rajona, ar apmaram hektara lelu
tierga laukumu beiguos, Ispiejams, aizjéme nadaudz vai-
ra kai treis hektarus. Dzeivuojamuo dala tyka sadaleita
apmaram 15 celtniceibys gobols, bet akys varéja sastuo-
vét nu kika gulbyuvu ar solmu jumtim i muola greidom.
Dzeivuojamuos satys atsaroda stpluok duorzim, bet liipi
ganejuos uorpus mista teritorejis. Rézeknis upé lauds mak-
Saruoja, bet apleicinis meziis medeja zacus, caunys, iudrus,
bebrus, mezacyukys, sumbrus, alnus i luo¢us. Nu upis
jéme iudini kai dzersonai, tai saimisteibys vajadzeibom.

Rezekne settlement

(13th CENTURY - 1772)

settlement on the left bank of the Rézekne River, ap-
Aproximately in the area of present-day Liepajas Street,
may have existed even before the arrival of the crusad-
ers. This is supported by the ancient artifacts and pottery
shards discovered near the Central Market, as well as
burials found around Vilhelma Purvisa and Gravju streets.
The earliest records mentioning residents of Rézekne
date to 1293 and 1295, when Jani de Resitten and Ywan
de Resitten appear, a few years apart, in the Riga Debtors’
Book. It is believed that these names refer to a single mer-
chant of Russian origin, either from the castle or from the
nearby hamlet of Rézekne.

Towns and cities near castles in the Middle Ages did
not develop spontaneously but followed a specific pattern.
Typically, a settlement consisted of two main parts: a resi-
dential area made up of individual farms with buildings
and adjacent plots of land, and a market square, which
also contained a church and a cemetery. During the
medieval period, Rézekne probably occupied just over
three hectares along the route of present-day Liepajas
Street, situated on the steep bank of the Rézekne River.
At the end of this area, near the Central Market, was
a market square covering approximately one hectare.
The residential area was divided into about 15 building
plots, where wooden log smokehouses with thatched
roofs and earthen floors probably stood. Gardens were
attached to these homes, while livestock grazed outside

A Brief History of Rézekne
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2. attals. Rézeknis pils (centra),
bazneica (pa labi nu pils),
mists (ap bazneicu) i muiza
(priska) 1700. goda.

Figure 2. Rézekne Castle
(center), the church (to the
right of the castle), the town
(surrounding the church),
and the manor (foreground)
in 1700.

Rézeknis mists \ Rézekne settlement

Ispiejams, ap mistu beja palisadis (zemis niicitynuojums)
voi kryumu Zags, tok tuo padi nav atrosti. Cauri Rézeknei
vede lelceli, savinojut ti ar Ludzu, Daugovpili, Reigu i vai-
ruokom Krivzemis voi Leitovys dizkunigaitejis pilsatom.

Syruojumu laika pilsatys atsarasSona pils pakuojé
niizeimuoja nipitnys brismis, bet tys deve ari dzeivuo-
tuojim Ispieju globuotis aiz pils myuru. Tai 1376. goda,
cikom Rézeknis fogts syruoja Leitovys zemés, Rézekné
isaroda Polockys knazs i nadadzynuoja vysu, kas beja
pils priska. Pils kolpi varéja dzeivuot ari mista voi pil-
sietena — zyrgkapieji, kalvi, maizis cepieji, galdniki i c.
Parosti pi pils apsamete vysaidu tauteibu tierguotuoji
iamatniki. 1467. goda tierguotuojam, dimojams, vuocu
tauteibys, tyka piskiertys tiseibys Rézekné celt veikalu,
bet 1468. goda pi Rézeknis pils dzeivuojusi lauku sorgi,
kuriis parosti vervéja nu vitejiis dzeivuotuoju. Suociit ar
16. godu symta suokom, pils tyvuma, dimojams, tipat
Lipuojis ilys apleiciné, muiznikim tyka daskierta zeme
kragu cel$onai.

Ka da 15. godu symta ttrajai pusei pils puorsvora
kolpuoja par aizsardzeibu pret latgalu, leitovisu i kri-
vu syruojumim, tod ar Krivejis valsts veiduo$onuos
suokumu mainejuos kara forma. 1481. goda Ivans III
(Hsan III Bacusvesuu, 1440-1505) ar lelom tika ika-
ruotlis mozuokumtauteibu grupom ibruka Livoneja
i izpusteja Gaujinys, Valkys, Ergemis, Trikatys, Rijinys,
Olyuksnys, Ludzys i ari Rézeknis navodu. Rézeknis pils
tyka Ijimta, i, ka tyma laika pi pils bejs kaids apdzeivuots
mists, tod juodiimoj, ka tys ari tyka nipisteits. Cetru
nedelu syruojumu laika krivi ar napiradzatu nazieleibu

the settlement’s boundaries. The Rézekne River provided
fish for food, and the surrounding forests were rich with
game such as hares, martens, otters, beavers, wild boars,
bison, elk, and bears. Water for drinking and household
use was drawn directly from the river. Defensive features
such as palisades, bush fences, or even earthworks may
have surrounded the settlement, though no physical trac-
es have been found. Major roads ran through Rézekne,
connecting it to Ludza, Daugavpils, Riga, and various
cities in Russia and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.
During raids, the hamlet’s location at the foot of the
castle posed a significant risk but also provided residents
with the opportunity to seek refuge behind the castle
walls. For example, in 1376, while the Vogt of Rézekne
was raiding Lithuanian lands, the Polotsk prince came
to Rézekne and burned everything in front of the castle.
Castle servants, including horsemen, blacksmiths, bakers,
and carpenters, probably lived in the hamlet or in small
settlement nearby. Merchants and craftsmen of various
nationalities typically settled close to the castle as well. In
1467, a merchant, probably of German origin, was granted
the right to build a shop in Rézekne. The following year,
in 1468, landsknechts or mercenaries, usually recruited
from local residents, were recorded as living near Rézekne
Castle. From the early 16th century onward, land near the
castle, presumably around present-day Liepajas Street,
was granted to nobles for the establishment of inns.
Until the second half of the 15th century, the castle
primarily served as a defense against raids by Latgalians,
Lithuanians, and Russians. However, with the rise of the
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3. attals. Cisi brismeiga,
$ausmynisa, da $am nadzier-
data jauna zina parta, ar kaidu
nazieleigu tiraneju moskavisi
izatur pret sagiusteitajim aiz-
vastajim nu Livonejis kristi$im,
kai pret veirim, tai sivom,
jaunovom i mozim barnim,

i kaidu pustu jis [cars] tim kas-
dinu ntdora jis zemé. Taipo§
davinuots aproksts par lelajom
brismem i cis$onom, kit pi-
dzeivoj Livonejis dzeivuotuoji.
Vysim kristi$im par breidynuo-
jumu i aicynuojumu izbeigt
grieceigti dzeivi. Raksteits nu
Livonejis i sagatavuots drukai.
Georgs Kreidlains, Nirnberga,
1561.

Rézeknis mists \ Rézekne settlement

&ehr greslichercremder.

Lidhe/ vo2 onexhode / warhaffeige Tcsre jepts
tung/roas filt granfame Tyranney der Yo fcomtcr/an
den Gefangarens binweggefiireen Chriftenang Lyfland, Feydes an
Wannen vnd $racoen, JnncFfravwoen vnnd Eleine Rindern, Bepeo
ber/ond was taglichs [chadents ex frrcrt in jrem Land 3bfigee, B eys
neBen angeseygge 7 in was groffer fabr vnd not die Lyflender
flecfen,  Allen Chaften 3ur warrung omd Gefe
(cwng 1byes Sindelichen lefene/anf
Lyfland ge(thiibert / ond in
D verfertigee,
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laupeja i miceja vitejiis dzeivuotuojus, izvaruoja sivitis,
uzskierde cylvakus, pakuore i cytaizi brutali ntgalynuoja,
atstuojut Sausmynusu ispaidu pat iz sovim laikabidrim,
kuri beja daudz redziejusi. Ko¢ kas leidzeigs otkon nityka
tik Livonejis kara laika.

centralized Russian state, warfare changed in scale and
intensity. In 1481, Ivan III (Ivan III Vasilyevich, 1440-1505),
leading large regiments composed of newly subjugated
peoples, invaded Livonia and devastated the districts
of Gaujiena, Valka, Ergeme, Trikata, Rijiena, Aliksne,
Ludza, and Rézekne. Rézekne Castle was captured, and
if a settlement existed near the castle at that time, it
was probably destroyed as well. During the four-week
raid, Russian forces plundered the region and inflict-
ed extraordinary cruelty on the local population, raping
women, torturing and disemboweling people, impal-
ing and hanging many, and committing other brutal
murders. These atrocities left a horrifying impression
even on contemporaries accustomed to violence. Such
devastation would be repeated decades later during the
Livonian War.

Ivan IV (Ivan IV Vasilyevich, 1530-1584) invaded Livonia
in 1558, continuing his grandfather’s policy of “gathering
the Russian lands.” By that time, Livonia had been sig-
nificantly weakened by internal conflicts and the effects
of the Reformation, leaving it unable to withstand such
a large-scale assault. In 1559, Rézekne, along with several
other Livonian Order castles, was mortgaged to the King
of Poland. However, in 1577, Rézekne Castle was captured
by Ivan IV, who reportedly took 450 German prisoners
from the site. It is unclear exactly when the Reformation
reached Rézekne, but during the Livonian War, the town’s
stone church, built alongside the castle and located ap-
proximately where the Sacred Heart of Jesus Cathedral
now stands, was already in Lutheran hands. After the
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Ivans IV (Hsan IV Bacuaivesuu, 1530-1584) ibruka
Livoneja 1558. goda, turpynojit sova vactava “zemu vuok-
$onys” politiku. Livoneja reformacejis laika tyka cisi na-
vuojinuota i naspéja stuotis preteima masveida uzbru-
kumam. 1559. goda Rézekne kiipa ar vairuokom cytom
ordina pilim tyka apsuleita Pilejis karalam, bet 1577.
goda Rézeknis pili jeme Ivans IV, aizvadit nu Rézeknis
450 vuocu tauteibys giusteknus. Nav driisai zynoms, kod
reformaceja tyka da Rézeknis, bet Livonejis kara laika
Rézeknis myura bazneica (atsartin apmaram Jezus Sirds
katedralis vita), kas calta reizé ar pili, jau pideréja lute-
ranim. Piec pils Ijim$onys bazneica tyka nijaukta, kab
nudrasynuotu lobuoku pils aizsardzeibu.

1582. goda kaidam muiznikam tyka atcaltys kriga
turiesonys tiseibys pi Rézeknis pils, parti ka itama vita
beja izaveiduojs mists, kura nu ituo laika beja juodzei-
voj tik seikpilsiinim i amatnikim. Mists tyka sadaleits 15
celtniceibys gobolis. 1590. goda Rézekné bejusys 14 satys
i dziernovys, kas molusys muizys vajadzeibom. Kab mo-
tivatu kolonistus nu Pilejis zemu apsamest mista, vysi
dzeivuotuoji tyka atbreivuoti nu nadaklu iz devenim
godim. Nujauktuos kiika bazneicys vita tyka izcalta nalela
kika katuolu bazneica, bet vineigais goreidzniks apleiciné
beja “nakatuols’, t.i., protestants.

1599. goda Rézeknis apleicini apmekléja jezuitu miks
Piters Kulezijs (Petrus Culesius), kurs raksteja, ka plotaja
apleiciné nav ni bazneicu, ni bazneickungu, latvisi pilyudz
poguonu diveibys i regions vosora ir gondreiZ napiejams
daudzas azaru, ptru i upu del. Tyma laika Rézekné beja
25 saimisteibys, bet dzeivuotuoju vyda beja pilu, ruténu,

castle’s capture, the church was demolished to improve
the fortress’s defensive capabilities.

In 1582, a nobleman’s right to operate an inn near
Rézekne Castle was revoked, as a hamlet had by then
developed in the area, and was henceforth intended to
be inhabited only by petty townspeople and craftsmen.
The settlement was divided into 15 building plots. By 1590,
Rézekne had 14 houses and a mill that served the needs of
the manor. To encourage colonists from Polish territories
to settle in the town, all residents were granted a nine-year
exemption from taxes. A small wooden Catholic church
was erected on the site of the earlier stone church, which
had been demolished; however, the only cleric in the area
at the time was a “non-Catholic.” i.e., a Protestant.

In 1599, the Jesuit monk Petrus Culesius visited the
Rézekne area and noted that there was no church or
priest in the whole vast region. He wrote that the local
Latvians still worshipped pagan deities and described the
area as almost impassable during the summer months
due to its many lakes, swamps, and rivers. At the time,
Rézekne consisted of 25 farms. Among the inhabitants
were Polish, Ruthenian, and possibly Jewish craftsmen,
widows of craftsmen and soldiers, several Polish nobles,
and a merchant.

The 17th century began with a global catastrophe, fol-
lowed by a cascade of social and political upheavals, fam-
ines, and epidemics that decimated Europe’s population.
In the spring of 1600, the Huaynaputina volcano erupted
in southern Peru, ejecting approximately 11 cubic kilom-
eters of volcanic material into the atmosphere. The ash

A Brief History of Rézekne

Figure 3. Title page of the 1561
news sheet: A very dreadful,
terrifying, and truly authen-
tic news report of the cruel
tyranny the Muscovites inflict
upon the captured Christians
abducted from Livonia, both
men and women, maidens
and small children, and the
daily suffering they endure in
their land. Also described are
the great dangers and distress
faced by the people of Livonia.
Published as a warning to all
Christians and a call to turn
away from sinful living. Writ-
ten in Livonia and prepared
for print. Georg Kreidlains,
Nuremberg, 1561.
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ispiejams, ebreju amatniki, amatniku voi karaveiru atrait-
nis, dazi ptlu augstmani, kai ari tierguotuojs.

17. godu symtu ivadeja globaluo katastrofa, kam se-
kuoja sociali i politiski apvarsumi, bods i epidemejis,
kas niigalynuoja lelu dalu Eiropys dzeivuotuoju. 1600.
gods pavasari Peru (Dinavydamerika) dinavydas izvyrda
Huaynaputina vulkans, izsviziit apmaram 11 kubikkilo-
metru palnu 25 kilometru augstuma, lidzat saulis gaismu
vysa zimelu pusladé. 1601. gods vosora beja soltuokuo
vosora zimelu pusliidé 6oo godu laika. Kriveja diveju
godu laika tresuo dala dzeivuotuoju nimyra nu boda. Ari
Livoneja 1601. goda raza sasola, bet moza razu iznycy-
nuoja syruotuoji. Kai pali, tai kazaki syruoja puortykys
mekliejums, bet dzeivuotuoji, kuri navaréja nadrasy-
nuot puortyku, tyka systi ar puotogom, sadadzynuoti ar
guni i cytaiz miiceiti. Dzeivuotuojim bizi beja juoatdad
vyss, ari sovys drébis i trauki. Tyka konfiscati ari cier-
vi, kas radeja nipitnys gryuteibys molkys dabuosona.
Hronists aproksta, ka vysys satys, cimi un celi beja pylni
ar veirisu, siviSu un barnu miersteigajom atlikom, tai
ka pat suni, vylki i plieseigl putyni tiis navaréja naést.
Vins liciniks cela nu Reigys iz Valmiru satyka vairuokys
15-30 cylvaku grupys, kurys beja davusuos iz Reigu. Kod
saceits, ka Reiga nabyus vitys vysim, lauds atbildéja, ka
lobuok Reiga niimiert i tikt paglobuotim, nakai cytur,
kur suni i vylki myranus pléss. Hronists uzskaita gadinus,
kod cylvaki ar zabim plése krytusas zyrgus, éde mas-
lus, éde i pat tierguoja cylvaka misu. Bods i epidemejis
turpynuojuos leidz pat 1603. godam, bet Palu-zvidru
kars (1600-1629) ilga 29 godus.

cloud reached an altitude of 25 kilometers, significantly
blocking sunlight across the Northern Hemisphere. The
summer of 1601 became the coldest in the past 600 years,
triggering widespread crop failures. In Russia alone, fam-
ine claimed the lives of about one-third of the population
within two years.

Livonia was similarly affected. In 1601, crops failed due
to the cold, and the meager harvest that remained was de-
stroyed by marauding forces. Polish troops and Cossacks
raided the countryside in search of food, brutally torturing
residents who could not provide supplies. Victims were
whipped, burned, and stripped of everything, including
their clothes and household items. Even axes were con-
fiscated, making it difficult for people to obtain firewood.
A chronicler recounts that the roads, villages, and homes
were littered with the corpses of men, women, and chil-
dren, so many that not even dogs, wolves, or birds of
prey could consume them all.

One eyewitness traveling from Riga to Valmiera en-
countered groups of 15-30 people on the road to Riga.
When warned that there would not be enough room for
everyone in the city, they replied that it was better to
die in Riga and be buried than to perish elsewhere and
be devoured by animals. The chronicler also recorded
horrifying instances of people tearing at dead horses
with their teeth, consuming excrement, eating and trad-
ing human flesh, and even engaging in self-cannibalism.
Although the worst of the famine and epidemics had
subsided by 1603, the Polish-Swedish War (1600-1629)
continued for another 29 years, lasting until 1629.
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Dzeivis apstuokli dzeivuotuojim nabeja vigli pat inter-
valiis storp globalajom katastrofom, bodim, epidemejom
ikarim. Tik drupeit vaira kai puse jaundzymusis dzeivuoja
da 14 godu vacuma, Latgola nu 14. da 18. godu symta jaun-
dzymusiis veirisu paradzamais myuza ilgums bejanu 17 da
18 godu, bet sivitem nu 12 da 16 godu. Drupeit vaira nakai
puse veiriSu nimyra 40-49 godu vacuma, bet militariis
konfliktu laika tresuo dala veiri$u nimyra 20-29 godu
vacuma. Tre$uo dala siviSu nimyra 15-24 godu vacuma,
ispiejams, dzemdeibu rezultata. Tik treSuo dala sivisu sas-
nédze 40-54 godu vacumu, bet cytuos vituos - piktuo dala.
Augstais miersteibys leimins siviSu vyda parosti teik sais-
teits ar ti1, ka juos bierneiba sajéme naatbylstasu i nalobu
uzturu i ka meitinis tyka apryupatys mozuok nakai puisi
jis zamuo socialuo statusa del, kuo rezultata sivitem beja
Sauruoks igtirns. Tys palelynuoja ar dzemdeibom saisteittis
ryskus, i navuojinuotais organismys navaréja pretuotis
infekcejom. Videjais barnu skaits, kit vina sivite varéja
dzemdét, beja nu treis da Cetru, part augstuos mierstei-
bys rezultata dabeigais ptaugums daudzuos vituos Latgola
beja nagativs. Ka Kiirzemé i Vydzemé 10 godu vacumu
sasnagusus veiriSu videjais myuza ilgums beja ap 25 godim,
tod Latgola tys beja tik 17 godi, bet sivitem: Karzemé - 17,
Vydzemé - 20, cikom Latgola - 15,5 godi. Videjais myuza
ilgums veiriS$im Latgola beja 37, bet sivitem 36 godi.

Kab kompensét mozi zemniku skaitu, muizniki céle
klausys, iz ko zemniki atsasauce, bagut kai iz Karzemi
i Vydzemi, tai iz niulejom Leitovys, Boltkrivejis i Krivejis
teritorejom. Latgolys nadaudzajuos pilsatuos i lelajas mi-
stas satu skaits resi puorsnedze dazus desmitus.

Living conditions in Latgale were harsh even during
the rare lulls between global catastrophes, famines, ep-
idemics, and wars. Only slightly more than half of all
newborns survived to the age of 14. Between the 14th
and 18th centuries, life expectancy at birth in Latgale
was exceptionally low, being estimated at 17-18 years
for males and just 12-16 years for females. Slightly more
than half of all men died between the ages of 40 and 49,
but during periods of military conflict, up to a third of
men perished between the ages of 20 and 29. For women,
a third died between the ages of 15 and 24, most likely
due to complications from childbirth.

Only about a third of women in Latgale lived to the age
of 40-54; in some areas, it was as few as one in five. This
high female mortality rate is often linked to childhood
malnutrition and unequal care compared to boys, due to
lower social status; this resulted in girls developing nar-
rower pelvises. This increased the risk of childbirth-re-
lated complications and left women’s bodies more vul-
nerable to infectious diseases.

On average, a woman in Latgale could expect to bear
three to four children. However, due to high levels of
infant and maternal mortality, the natural population
growth in many parts of the region was negative. In com-
parison, men in Courland and Livland who reached the
age of 10 lived, on average, an additional 25 years; in
Latgale, they lived only 17 more years. For women, the
figures were similarly stark: the average life expectancy
after age 10 was 17 years in Courland, 20 years in Livland,
and just 15.5 years in Latgale. Overall, the average life
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17. godu symta suokuos pilu, pi kuriis nav pilsatu, vyda
pimynatys ari Rézekne, Ludza, Daugovpils, Krustpils
i Vilaka, bet 1627. goda Rézekni niidadzynuoja pili. Piec
1660. gods Latgola beja gondreiz pilneigi tuksa nu cyl-
vaku. Zemniki globuojuos mezis, bet, kod puortykys
kruojumi beidzés, j1 mekléja patvarumu Vydzeme.

18. godu symta suokuos Rézekné pamozam otkon
suoce apsamest amatniki i seikpilsiini, koncentrejit
dzeivojamuos akys pi bazneicys. Vystik jau 1710. goda
atguoja jauns satrycynuojums — miers, kas atjeme dzei-
veibu 23 Rézeknes starastejis dzeivuotuoju. Rézeknis
starastejis 1712. gods inventars ruoda, ka Rézekné, kura
pyrmi reizi nasaukta par pilsatu, beja apdzeivuota tik v3
celtniceibys gobolu, kiipa 27 saimisteibys. Pilsietnikim
beja juomoksoj zemis niima, bet razys laika nu kotrys
saimisteibys divejis dinys nedela beja juosyuta pa vi-
nam cylvakam, kab navuoktu razu, kai ari juontguo-
doj muizys sarakste leidz pat 70 kilometru attuoluma.
Ityma laika Rézekné pyrmu reizi teik pimynats ebrejs
- kridziniks - i Isaks — skruders, tok ebreji Rézekné
varéja Isarast daudz agruok, partd ka vairuoki ebreju
volada skanasi personvuordi jau atrinami 1590. gods
Rézeknis dzeivuotuoju saroksta.

1738. goda iz bazneicys zemis tyka izcalts atrais krags,
bet Rézekneé beja palykusys tik 22 saimisteibys. 1765. goda
Rézekné beja izcaltys tierguotuoju badys i natyka goda-
tiergi, koc ari pilsata beja palykusys tik 15 vinkuorsys gul-
byuvis, pi kurts pideréja jusluos sadaleiti teirumi (Sna-
ris) i plovys. Koc ari tai$nu liceibu par ti nav, ispiejams,
ap it laiku Rézekné ir isarodusi pyrmi vacticeibniki.

Rézekne settlement

expectancy in Latgale was 37 years for men and 36 years
for women.

To compensate for the declining peasant population,
landlords increased corvée obligations. In response,
many peasants fled, not only to Courland and Livland,
but also to the territories of present-day Lithuania, Belarus,
and Russia. In the few towns and larger settlements
of Latgale, the number of households rarely exceeded
a few dozen.

At the beginning of the 17th century, Rézekne, Ludza,
Daugavpils, Krustpils, and Vilaka were listed among castles
that lacked actual towns. In 1627, Rézekne was burned
by Polish forces. By 1660, Latgale was nearly depopu-
lated. Peasants hid in the forests, but when their food
supplies ran out, they fled to Livland in search of safety
and sustenance.

In the early 18th century, craftsmen and petty towns-
people slowly began to repopulate Rézekne, with residen-
tial development concentrated near the church. However,
another disaster struck in 1710: the plague, which claimed
the lives of two-thirds of the inhabitants in the Rézekne
starosty alone. According to a 1712 inventory, Rézekne,
referred to as a “town” (miasto) for the first time, had
only 27 inhabited farms, amounting to about one-third
of the available plots. Townspeople were required to pay
land rent, provide one laborer per household for two days
a week during harvest, and deliver manorial correspond-
ence as far as 70 kilometers away.

The inventory also contains the first direct mentions
of Jews in Rézekne, specifically an innkeeper and a tailor.
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Rezeknis plebaneja pulu laikus

Stpluok Rézeknis muizai paklautajim dzeivuotuojim, mis-
ta bejusys ari nu bazneicys atkareigys dzymtys. Rézeknis
bazneicai 1680. goda pideréja Cetrys satys ar saimem, kotrai
piskierts zemis gobols. 1765. goda Rézeknis plebanejai jau
pidergja apdzeivuota vita ar ostonom saimisteibom, dzier-
novom pi Rézeknis pilskolna i Antokolis kriiga aiz pilsatys.

Piec tam, kod krivu karaspaks najauce 1577. goda lute-
ranim nadatia myura bazneicu, piec 1590. gods tyka izcalta
nalela kitka bazneica, ko ari tai ilgi pitryuka goreidznika
i1599. goda tyka niisaceits, ka Rézekné i Ludza vajadzatu
vierzeit tre$dalu nu summys, ki starasti moksoj karalam,
bazneickunga saimisteibys uzturieSonai. Vitejim muizni-
kim beja juosaryupej par puortykys piguodi goreidznikim.
Kika bazneica vél pastuovéja 1613. goda, bet nav zynoms,
voi tei turpynuojuse pastuoveét leidz pat jaunuos bazneicys
cel$onai 17. godu symta titraja puse.

Jaunuos, leluos bazneicys celtniceiba 1savylka i sa-
satyka ar vitejus protestantu muizniceibys pretesteibu,
bet, nasaveriit iz td, Vyssvatuokuos Jaunovys Marijis
pidzimsonys bazneica tyka Isvieteita 1685. goda. Jaunuo
bazneica, ar rekonstrukcejom, kolpuoja da 1887. goda,
kod tei niidaga nu zibina tricina, dadat vitu niulejai
Vyssvatuokuos Jezus Sirds katedralei.

Ir sasaglobuojs Rézeknis plebanejis aproksts nu 1761.
goda, kod plebanejai pidergja:

o kitka bazneica;

+ kika plebanejis aka iz akmina pamatu;

+ aka bazneickungam pa labi nu plebanejis;

Rézekne settlement

However, Jews may have arrived earlier: several Jewish-
sounding names already appear in the 1590 Rézekne
population list.

In 1738, a second inn was established on church-owned
land, although the hamlet’s population had declined to
just 22 farms. By 1765, merchant booths had been con-
structed and annual fairs were being held, even though
the hamlet still consisted of only 15 simple log houses
with adjacent fields and meadows. While there is no
direct evidence, it is likely that the first Old Believers
also arrived in Rézekne around this time.

The Plebanate of Rezekne

In addition to residents under the jurisdiction of the
Rézekne manor, the town also housed families depend-
ent on the church. By 1680, the church in Rézekne owned
four homesteads, each with a family and a piece of land.
By 1765, the Rézekne plebanate had expanded to include
a settled area with eight farms, a mill near the Rézekne
Castle Mound, and the Antokole inn located outside
the town.

After Russian troops destroyed the stone church, then
under Lutheran control, in 1577, a small wooden Catholic
church was erected sometime after 1590. However, it
lacked a permanent clergyman for many years. In 1599,
it was decided that in both Rézekne and Ludza, a third
of the sum paid by the starosts to the king would be allo-
cated to support a priest’s household. Local nobles were
tasked with providing food for the clergy. The wooden

A Brief History of Rézekne
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4. attals. Golvonais oltors
Rézeknis Vyssvatuokuos
Jaunovys Marijis pidzimSonys
katuolu bazneica ap 19. g. s.
vydu.

Figure 4. Central altar of the
Church of the Nativity of the
Virgin Mary in Rézekne, 19th
century.

Rézeknis mists \

Rézekne settlement

church was still standing in 1613, though it is unclear
whether it remained in use until a new church was con-
structed in the second half of the 17th century.

The construction of the new, larger church progressed
slowly and faced opposition from the local Protestant
nobility. Nonetheless, the Church of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary was consecrated in 1685. With peri-
odic renovations, the church remained in use until 1887,
when it was destroyed by lightning. It was later replaced
by the present-day Sacred Heart of Jesus Cathedral.

A 1761 description of the Rézekne plebanate has been
preserved, listing its holdings at the time as follows:

¢ awooden church;

+ awooden plebanate residence on a stone foun-

dation;

¢ apriest’s residence to the right of the plebanate

building;

+ aservant’s house with an adjacent bakery near

the priest’s residence;

+ stables, two carriage sheds, and sheds for cows

and pigs behind the plebanate;

the plebanate garden;

a building of hewn logs with three rooms,
adorned with many paintings and sacred
images; it had English locks and windows with
leaded panes and was located in the plebanate
garden;

+ on the riverbank stood a building housing

a church brewery and a bathhouse, with a malt
house located on the upper floor.
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kolpu sata ar maizneicu pi bazneickunga akys;
aiz plebanejis stali, div zyrgu kliets, giivu i cyuku
klavi;

plebanejis duorzs;

nu tastu bolku calta treju ustobu aka ar daudzom
gleznom i svatbildem; anglu atslagim i lagim
plebanejis duorza beja svyna ryuts;

¢ bazneicys ols dareitova i pierts, viers kuris upis
krosta beja isalneica;

+ krags ar divejom ustobom: kriiga beja padenu
kruosne i pilikamais, diveji lagi ar kika ramom,
nu kurds vins beja maituots; Gtra telpa beja
maizis captuve.

Leidzeigs plebanejis planuojums radzams ari Rézeknis

plana nu 19. godu symta suoku.

Rezeknis muiza

Pyrmais zynomais Rézeknis starasts beja Nikolauss
Ostzihs (Nikolaus Ostciesch), kurs ityma omota beja nu
1561. goda da sovai nuovei 1562. goda, kam sekuoja Georgs
Altenbuks (Georg Altenbuch, 1563), Uberfelds (Uberfeld,
1571), Smolenskis (Smolenski, 1590), bet Mikels Buivids
(Michat Bujwidow) beja Rézeknis starasts divejis reizis —
1582. goda i nu 1589. da 1598. goda. 1601. gods suokuos, piec
tam, kod zvidri okupéja pili, pret ptlim sirdeigi zemni-
ki ntigalynuoja starastu Matiasu Karkovski (Matthias
Karkowski, ?-1601) kipa ar juo sivu i barnu.

Ko¢ ari nu pulu varys laiku Latgola dominéja katuol-
ticeiba, augstmani, seviski nu vaciis vuocu dzymtu, bizi

¢ an inn with two rooms: one served as a guest
room with a tiled stove, pantry, and two wood-
en-framed windows (one damaged); the other
contained a bakery.
A similar layout of the plebanate can also be seen in
the early 19th-century plan of Rézekne.

Rezekne Manor

The first known Starost of Rézekne was Nikolaus Ostzich,
who served from 1561 until his death in 1562, followed
by Georg Altenbuch in 1563. Other recorded Starosts in-
clude Uberfeld (1571) and Smolenski (1590), while Michat
Bujwidow held the position twice, in 1582 and again from
1589 to 1598.

Although Catholicism became the dominant faith in
Latgale under Polish rule, many nobles, particularly those
of old German origin, remained Protestant. This was also
true of the Starosts of Rézekne. Stanistaw Naruszewicz
(?-1589) and Sebastian Sobieski (?-1615) were Calvinists.
Hieronymus and Georg von Tiesenhausen (?-1679) are
believed to have been Lutherans.

At the end of the 17th century, Nicolaus VI Baron von
Korff (1648-1709), the first member of the Korf family
from the Krustpils branch, became Starost of Rézekne.
In 1701, he received the Rézekne manor as a family es-
tate. After Latgale’s annexation to the Russian Empire,
Friedrich Sigismund von Korff (1730-1797) was the only
starost of the newly created Belarusian Governorate to
pledge allegiance to Empress Catherine II (1729-1796)

A Brief History of Rézekne

23



24

Eisa Rézeknis viesture

5. attals. Senejuo Rézeknis

muiZys atsarasSonys vita 2023.

goda.

Figure s. Site of the former
starosty estate, 2023.

6. attals. Rézeknis muizys
apbyuve 1836. goda.

Figure 6. Rézekne Starosty
Estate, 1836.

Rézeknis mists \
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pideréja pi protestantu. Protestantim pideréja ari Rézeknis
starasti. Stanislavs NaruSevics (Stanistaw Naruszewicz,
?2-1589) i Sebastians Sobeskis (Sebastian Sobieski, ?-1615)
beja kalvinisti. Teik skaiteits, ka Hieronims (Hieronymus
von Tiessenhausen) i Georgs Tizenhauzeni (Georg von
Tiessenhausen, ?-1679) varéja byut luterani, bet 17. godu
symta beiguos par Rézeknis starastu tyka pyrmais Krustpils
atzora Korfu dzymtys puorstuovs Nikolajs Korfs (Nicolaus
VI Baron von Korff, 1648-1709), kurs 1701. goda sajéme
Rézeknis muizu dzymtys valdejuma.

Piec Latgolys davinuo$onys Krivejis imperejai Fridrihs
Korfs (Friedrich Sigismund von Korff, 1730-1797) beja
vineigais nu jaunuos Boltkrivejis gubernis starasteju tu-
ratuojim, kurs laika nudeve uzticeibys stlejumu carinei
Katrinai Il (Examepuna I Arekceesta, 1729-1796), taida
veida saglobojut Rézeknis starasteju dzymtys eipaSuma
pat da 19. godu symta vyda. Vysi Korfi saglobuoja lutera-
nu ticeibu da posa 19. godu symta, kod suocés pakuope-

niska puoreja iz pareizticeibu.

Rézekne settlement

in time to retain his starosty. As a result, the Rézekne sta-
rosty remained in the Korft family’s possession until the
mid-19th century. The Korffs adhered to their Lutheran
faith until the 19th century, when a gradual conversion
to Orthodoxy began.

Confessional disputes were sometimes resolved by
legal means. For instance, in 1646, the Rézekne starost
Hieronymus von Tiesenhausen confiscated church lands
from the Rézekne and Ludza provost and failed to pay the
church its rightful tithe from the crown manor’s income.
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Reizem konfesionaluos dimstarpeibys tyka at-
rysynuotys tisa. Pimaram, 1646. goda Reézeknis
starasts Hieronims Tizenhauzens atjéme Rézek-
nis i Ludzys bazneickungam bazneicys zemi i it
kai naizmoksuoja bazneicai desmitdalu nu kra-
na muizys jjamumu. Kod Rézekné isaroda Casu
kanoniks, kab puorjimtu bazneicys eipasumus
i caltu jaunu bazneicu, izaruodeja, ka vé] vins
Rézeknis starasts — Georgs Tizenhauzens -, tai-
pat kai juo priskguojiejs, beja atjiems bazneicys
eipasumus ar vysim dzymtcylvakim, namoksuojs
bazneicai dasmyta tisu i musynuojs dzymtlauds
pret bazneicu. 1675. goda, kod bazneickungs gata-
vuojuos divakolpuojumam, vél napabeigtajai baz-
neicai uzbruka muizniks Sadurskis (Szadurski).
Kipa ar divejim leidzstruodnikim jis atgrize bols-
tus, saguoze aku i iznycynuoja oltoru.

Starasti Korfi puorsvora dzeivuoja Krustpili,
bet Rézeknis muizu puorvaldeja apaksstarasts. Nu
1712. gods sasaglobuojs muizys aproksts: iSona muiza ir
caur lelim vuortim iz veltnim, vuorti apkluoti ar lubu
jumtu. Pogolma nasen pastateita aka, driisai vin dzei-
vuojamuo sata, preteima tai ir vaca kungu aka.

Pa labi nu jaunbyuvis ir zyrgu stals, tam sapluok divejis
kliets, a tuoluok diveji klavi. Aiz vacuos kungu satys at-
sartin sirneica iz palim, tuoluok kliets ar divejim oradim,
a zam tuos pogrobs. Tuoluok ir vacs klavs, moza kliets,
duorzinu nalyktova i vaca vyrtuve ar pilikama kambari.
Uorpus satys pi azara ir ols dareitova i pierts, pyune, lai-
dars ar sabrukusim klavim, tam sipluok vé| vins skiuns

Later, when the canon of Cesis arrived in Rézekne to
assume control of church properties and oversee the
construction of a new church, it was discovered that an-
other Rézekne starost, Georg von Tiesenhausen (?-1679),
had similarly seized church lands, along with all the serfs,
withheld the church’s tithe, and incited the serfs against
the church. In 1675, as the priest prepared for worship
in the still-unfinished church, the nobleman Szadurski,
accompanied by two accomplices, attacked the building,
cutting down its supports, causing it to collapse and
destroy the altar.

A Brief History of Rézekne

7. attals. Rézeknis pilsdrupys,
bazneica i pilsata 19. g. s. aitraja
puse.

Figure 7. Ruins of the Livonian
Knight Castle in Rézekne, 19th
century.



ar sabrukusu jumtu. Puori celam, iz teiruma pusi, stuov
Kliets ar divejom labeibys Zuovatuvem bez Ziiga, klieti
divejis muizys givs. Iz pilskolna sataiseits auglu duorzs.
Myusu dinuos vaira nav liceibu par Rézeknis starastu
muizu, kas ite atsaroduse nu 16. godu symta Gtruos pusis
da19. godu symta vyda, bet kolns, iz kura atsaroduse mui-
za, dalieji izrokts 2020. goda, atbreivojit vitu tai saucama-
jam Rézeknis SPA centram. Byuvdorbu laika natyka veikti
ni arheologiski pietejumi, ni arheologiskuo uzraudzeiba.

The Korff Starosts mostly resided in Krustpils, while
the Rézekne manor was overseen by a deputy starost.
A detailed description of the manor from 1712 has been
preserved: access to the manor was through large rolling
gates topped with a shingle roof. Within the courtyard
stood a recently built structure, probably a dwelling house,
directly opposite the old manor house. To the right of
the new building was a horse stable, adjacent to which
were two granaries and two additional sheds. Behind
the old manor house stood a cheese house built on piles,
behind which a granary with two grain bins and a cel-
lar beneath it. Further behind these were an old shed,
a small granary, a vegetable storage, and an old kitchen
with a pantry. Outside the fence, near the lake, there was
a brewery and bathhouse, a hay shed, and a cowshed
with collapsed outbuildings. Next to it stood another
shed with a collapsed roof. Across the road, toward the
fields, was an unfenced granary with two grain dryers.
Inside the cowshed were two manor cows. An orchard
had been established on the castle mound.

Today, no traces remain of the Rézekne starosty man-
or, which stood here from the late 16th century until the
mid-19th century. The hill where the manor once stood
was partially excavated in 2020 to make way for the so-
called Rézekne SPA center. Unfortunately, no archeo-
logical research or supervision was conducted during
the construction.



Rezeknis pilsatys
veiduosonuos
(1772-1836)

.goda Pilejis sadaleiSonys rezultata niulejuo
17 2Latgolys teritoreja tyka iklauta Krivejis im-
pereja, bet valsts nadakli dzeivuotuojim tyka atcalti iz
vinu godu.Nu 1773. da 1776. goda Rézekne beja navoda
pilsata Pleskovys guberna, bet 1773. goda Rézekne sajéme
nivoda pilsatys tiseibys, oficiali teikat par pilsatu.
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Formation of Rezekne
City
(1772-1836)

In 1772, as a result of the Partitions of Poland, the ter-
ritory of present-day Latgale was incorporated into
the Russian Empire, and the inhabitants were exempted
from state duties for one year. From 1773 to 1776, Rézekne
served as a district town within the Pskov Governorate,
officially acquiring district town rights in 1773 and thus
becoming a city. Following gubernatorial reorganiza-
tion, Rézekne was transferred to the Polotsk Governorate,
where it remained from 1776 to 1793. During this period,
the city received regulations concerning vodka distilla-
tion, inns, trade, and salt sales. Various administrative
institutions were introduced, including district commis-
sioners, a chancellery, a zemstvo (local self-government
body), a court, a magistracy, and a postal expedition.

In 1796, the Polotsk and Mogilev vice-regencies were
merged into the Belarusian Governorate, causing Rézekne
to lose its district town status. The city declined until 1802,
when the Vitebsk Governorate was established, and
Rézekne regained its district town rights. The Vitebsk
Governorate existed until 1920.

To simplify, the administrative structure was as follows:
the head of state was the absolute monarch, the emperor.
The state was divided into administrative districts called
governorates, governed by viceroys or governors who
reported directly to the emperor. Governorates were

A Brief History of Rézekne

8. attals. 1778. goda apstypry-
nuotuo Rézeknis plana grafis-
kuo kopeja.

Figure 8. Graphic copy of the
1772 master plan of Rézekne.
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Rezeknis pilsatys veiduoSonuos \ Formation of Rézekne City

Gubernis reorganizacejis rezultatd Rézekne puorguoja
Polockys guberna, kura tei palyka nu 1776. da 1793. goda.
Ityma laika pilsata sajéme nasacejumus par brandina des-
tilaceju, kriigim, tierdzniceibu i suola puordasonu. Tyka
ivistys administrativuos istuodis — aprinka komisari, kan-
celeja, zemste, tisa, magistrats i posta ekspediceja. 1796.
goda Polockys i Mogilevys vitniceibys tyka apvinuotys
Boltkrivejis guberna, kurys sastuova Rézekne pagaisynuo-
ja aprinka pilsatys tiseibys. Pilsata paneika da Vitebskys
gubernis izveiduosonai 1802. goda. Tama Rézekne da-
buoja atpakal sovys aprinka pilsatys tiseibys. Vitebskys
guberna turpynuoja pastuovét da 1920. goda.

Vinkuorsuotai administrativais aparats izavére itai:
valsts golva, absolutais monarhs - imperators, valsts ir
sadaleita administrativajis apgoboliis — provinceés, kurys
puorvolda i imperatora priska atbild viteji puorvaldniki
(vitvalzi) voi gubernatori. Gubernis teik sadaleitys aprin-
kas, kuriis puorvolda muizniceibys marsali, kas ivalati iz
treis godu termenu. Stpluok tisajim pinuokumim muizni-
ceibys litu puorvaldeiSona, ji veic starpniku pinuokumus
aprinka i gubernis istuozu vyda. MuiZniceibys marsals ir
guda omots, t.i., par dorbu nateik paradzata atleidzeiba.

Rézekne beja moza aprinka pilsata Vitebskys guber-
na, kur da 1912. gods dorbuojuos “vinkuorsuota pilsatys
puorvalde” i pilsatys golvys funkceju veice pilsatys starasts,
kuru 1vieléja pylnvaruota sapulce 12-15 cylvaku sastuova,
ti sovpus 1veléja pilsatys namsaiminiku sapulce.

1912. goda tyka izveiduota lykumdasonys istuode - pil-
satys dame, kurys sastuova beja 25-30 pilsatys dzeivuotuoju
iz Cetrim godim 1valati puorstuovi. Ji ivéléja pilsatys golvu,

subdivided into districts, each governed by a marshal of
the nobility elected for three years. Besides their duties
related to the nobility, marshals acted as intermediaries
between district and gubernatorial institutions. The mar-
shal of the nobility held an honorary position and received
no remuneration.

Rézekne was a small district town in the Vitebsk Gover-
norate, where, until 1912, a “simplified city administra-
tion” was in place. The city elder, elected by an assem-
bly of 12-15 authorized persons (who themselves were
elected by the assembly of city house owners), fulfilled
the functions of the city head. In 1912, a city council
was established as a legislative body, consisting of 25-30
representatives elected by city residents for four-year
terms. The council elected the city head, who served as
the city council chairman until 1917. The executive body,
the city board, was elected by the council. The council
was an honorary bodys; its representatives were unpaid
and met in the evenings after work. The city board and
the city head were staff positions and received salaries.

Urban Planning and Development

In 1778, Rézekne, along with Ludza and Daugavpils, re-
ceived its primary urban planning document, the city
plan, and new city boundaries were officially established.
In 1781, Rézekne was granted a coat of arms, which con-
firmed its status as a district town.

Today, our understanding of Rézekne’s appearance
before its incorporation into the Russian Empire remains
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kurs da 1917. gods pildeja pilsatys damis prisksadatuoja
pinuokumus. Diime beja giida istuode i tuos puorstuovi

nasajéme olgu, padiimis sédis niityka vokorts piec dorba.

Valde i pilsatys golva beja stata vineibys i sajéme olgu.
Pilsatplanuojums i apbyuve

1778. goda Rézekne, Ludza i Daugovpils sajéme golvont
pilsatplanuosonys dokumentu - pilsatys planu - i tyka
nisaceiti jauni pilsatys rabezi. 1781. goda Rézekne sajeme
gierbuni, kas apstyprynuoja aprinka pilsatys tiseibys.

approximate. Near the church stood a Catholic chapel,
possibly dedicated to Saints Peter and Paul, with the
old city inn located opposite it. Around the site of the
present-day Darzu Street bridge, there was a mill, and in
the area of the current Old Cemetery, a chapel dedicated
to the image of Jesus of Antakalnis existed.

The new city plan called for the demolition of all exist-
ing buildings except the church and castle ruins, and the
clearing of the market square to form a regular rectangular
shape. Streets were to be straightened, and a regular block
layout established. A wall or embankment was planned to

A Brief History of Rézekne

9. attals. Aptuvana Rézeknis
rekonstrukceja iz 1772. gods
plana bazis. Fona attaluots mo-
dernais ilu teiklys. 1. Rézeknis
muiza, 2. Pilsdrupys, 3. Bazne-
ica i kapleica, 4. Ludzys lelcels,
5. Daugovpils/Reigys lelcels,

6. Cels iz Janopoli, 7. Cel§ iz
Lobuorzim.

Figure 9. Reconstruction

of the 1772 plan of Rézekne,
overlaid on the modern street
network. 1. Rézekne Manor,

2. Castle ruins, 3. Church and
chapel, 4. Ludza highway,

5. Daugavpils/Riga highway,

6. Road to Janopole, 7. Road to
Loborzi.
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10. attals. Rézeknis rabezi
i celu teiklys 1784. goda.

Figure 10. Rézekne county
plan from the general survey,
1784.
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Myusu dinuos ir tik cisi aptuvans priskstots par ta, kai-
da izavére Rézekne pyrma iklauSonys Krivejis impereja.
Pibazneicys ir bejuse katuolu kapleica, driisai vin velteita
Pitera i Puovula gidam, preteima tai beja vacais pilsatys
krags. Apmaram Duorzu ilys tylta niuleja vita bejusys
dziernovys, a niulejis Vacajiis kopts beja kapleica, kas
velteita Jezum.

Jaunaja pilsatys plana beja paradzata vysu asasis aku
ntjauksona, saglobojut tik bazneicu i pilsdrupys, bet
atbreivojat tierga laukumu nu aku i piskirat tam regularu
taisnstyura formu. Ilys beja paradzats iztaisnuot i satai-
seit regularu kvartalu apbyuvi, ap pilsatu izcelt valni
voi izbarumu, pi golvonts vuortu, kas vad iz Ludzys,
Polockys i Daugovpils Sosejom, izvituot tierga lauku-
mus. Pi centraluo laukuma i bazneicys beja paradzata
vita administrativajom akom i muizniku kvartalim, aiz
tas — seikpilstinu, bet pilsatys austrumu dala — ebreju
kvartali. Gar golvoni 1lu beja paradzats celt tik ceglu
akys ar tipiskom fasadem.

Rézeknis pilsata 1784. goda aizjéme 42,58 hektarus,
bet kiipa ar aramzemi, plovom, ganeibom i meZim 291,65
hektarus. Rézekné beja 104 kuaka satys, kuruos dzeivuo-
ja 97 (5,88%) “kristisi” (damojams paliski runojusi ka-
tuoli), 366 (22,17%) vacticeibniki, 1177 (71,29%) ebreji
i 11 saimisteibys kolpuotuoji. Rézekné dorbuojuos pici
karpniki, 11 driebniki, diveji myurniki i septeni sorgi.
Dzeivuotuoju vyda nabeja nivina muizniceibys puorstuo-
va. Pilsatys plana eistynuosona niityka lanai - beja suokts
taisnuot centrali ilu, Sudin Latgolys ilu, suokta jau asa-
$uo tierga laukuma rekonstrukceja (Sudin — Rézeknis

surround the city, with market squares located at the main
gates leading to the Ludza, Polotsk, and Daugavpils high-
ways. Near the central square and the church, space was
allocated for administrative buildings and noble residences,
behind which were quarters for petty bourgeois residents.
The eastern part of the city was designated for Jewish quar-
ters. Along the main street, only brick buildings with facades
conforming to official imperial designs were allowed.

In 1784, the urban area of Rézekne covered 42.58 hec-
tares; including arable land, meadows, pastures, and for-
ests, the total area reached 291.65 hectares. The town had
104 wooden houses, inhabited by 97 (5.88%) “Christians”
(presumably Polish-speaking Catholics), 366 (22.17%)
Old Believers, 1,177 (71.29%) Jews, and 11 household
servants. Among the residents were five shoemakers,
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Centralais tiergs), suoce celt myura valsts istuozu aku ($u-
din - Reézeknis katuolu vydsskola), magistrata i pilsatys
dimis aku. Dzeivuotuoji upé maksaruoja plauzus, leidakys,
asarus, keisus, sapalus, grundulus i viezus, kit puordeve
tierga. Tudini dzerSonai jéme nu upis.

Formation of Rézekne City

11 tailors, two brickmasters, and seven guards, but no
members of the nobility.

The implementation of the city plan proceeded slow-
ly: the main street, now Latgales Street, had begun to
be straightened; the market square (today’s Rezekne
Central Market) was under reconstruction; and several
important buildings had already been constructed, in-
cluding a stone building for state institutions (now the
Rézekne Catholic Secondary School), the magistrate and
city council building, and a horse post station.

Residents fished for bream, pike, perch, ruffe, chub,
gudgeon, and crayfish in the river, which they sold at the
market. Drinking water was drawn directly from the river.

At the beginning of the 19th century, Rézekne’s ur-
ban layout began to take a more defined form, with the
features of the present-day Old Town already emerging.
Streets had developed roughly along the routes of to-
day’s Latgales, Liepajas, Bukmuizas, and Ludzas streets.
A regular square had been established in the area of the
current Central Market. However, by 1836, only four
of the 12 streets originally planned had actually been
laid out.

A dense cluster of residential buildings had formed
along Latgales Street between Darzu and Miera streets.
Contrary to official requirements, these structures were
mostly wooden log houses with thatched roofs. Urban
development extended southward as far as Kuldigas
Street. On the right bank of the river, there was little
construction until the 1830s, only a few farmsteads with
orchards at the foot of the castle mound, while to the

A Brief History of Rézekne

11. attals. 1781. goda apstypry-
nuotais Rézeknis aprinka
pilsatys gierbans.

Figure 11. Coat of arms of
the district town of Rézekne,
approved in 1781.
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19. godu symta suokuos beja izaveiduojs plans, kura jau
atpazeistamys myusu dinu Vacpilsatys izeimis. Beja iza-
veiduojusys ilys apmaram pa niulejuos Latgolys, Lipuojis,
Bukmuizys i Ludzys ilu trasem, izveiduots regulars lau-
kums niulejuo Centraluo tierga teritoreja, tok planuotis
12 1lu vita vél da 1836. goda beja izcaltys tik Cetrys. Storp
Duorzu i Mira 1lom, gar Latgolys ilu, beja izaveiduojuse
biza dzeivojamuo apbyuve, ko ari preteji praseibom tuos
puorsvora beja kitka satys ar solmu jumtim. Iz dinavydim
atteisteiba stipés da Kuldigys ilai. Upis lobaja krosta da
1830. godu beja ci$i moz apbyuvis - tik dazys saimistei-
bys ar auglu duorzim pilskolna apaksa, bet vél 19. godu
symta suokuos iz zimelim i ritumim nu pilskolna stipés
barzu bierzs.

1828. goda Centralaja laukuma (myusu dinuos - aka
Latgolys ila 87) tyka suokta jaunys i myusdineigys myura
zyrgu posta stacejis celtniceiba. Aka tyka pabeigta 1830.
goda, bet jau 1835. goda niidita cituma ireikuosonai. Nu
ryupniceibys aku Rézekné dokumentiis pimynatys tik
dziernovys i lapu kautive, bet papyldus tom nateikti ir
bejusys vairuokys ols dareitovys, vysmoz vina maizneica
i vysmoz vina brandina dareitova.

Nu 1825. da 1834. goda pilsatys apbyuve pasaplasynuo-
jauorpus tuos ribezu. Dzeivojams satu apbyuve stipés
gar Latgolys 1lu da krystuojuma ar Atbreivuosonys aleju,
izaveiduoja Andreja Upisa ila ar dizgon bizu apbyuvi. Ari
Daugovpils 1la beja suokuse veiduotis. Atteisteiba apleici-
né ap autotstu beja irtibezuota, kam da 1860. godu itama
vita beja stuovs, naapbyuvats paugurs, kura atsaras$onys

vitu vé] Sudin izeimej Latgolys ilys leikums krystpunkta

Formation of Rézekne City

north and west of the mound, there was still a birch grove
at the beginning of the 19th century.

In 1828, construction began on a new, modern ma-
sonry postal relay station near the central square (today
located at Latgales Street 87); it was completed in 1830.
However, by 1935, the building had been repurposed as
a prison. Among the production facilities mentioned in
contemporary records were only a mill and a slaughter-
house, though it is likely that several breweries, bakeries,
and at least one distillery also operated in the town.

Between 1825 and 1834, the town began to expand
beyond its official boundaries. Residential development
extended along Latgales Street as far as the present-day
intersection with Atbrivosanas Aleja, and Andreja Upisa
Street emerged with fairly dense building. Daugavpils
Street also began to take shape. Development in the cur-
rent bus station area was limited at the time; this was
a steep, undeveloped hill until the 1860s. This topograph-
ical feature is still evident in the break along Latgales
Street near the intersection with Andreja Upisa Street.

Within the city limits, KriSjana Barona and Jelgavas
streets had already formed, and Miera Street began to
develop. With the closure of the grocery market square,
Izraélas and Kraslavas streets emerged. Jurija Tinanova
Street, although marked on early plans, did not yet exist at
that time. Another street, now vanished, was also indicat-
ed between the Sacred Heart of Jesus Cathedral and the
Catholic Secondary School. This street was fully formed in
the 1860s but disappeared after World War II. Darzu Street
had not yet been formally established, although a narrow,
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ar Andreja Upisa ilu. Pilsatys rabezi beja izaveiduojusi ap
KriSjana Barona i Jelgovys ilom, i suoce veiduotis Mira
ilys trase. Puorstuojit pastuovét bakalejis tierga lauku-
mam (myusu dinuos teritoreja itylpst puskvartals storp
Latgolys ilu 41-51, Duorzu i Izraelys llom), izaveiduoja
Izraelys i Kruoslovys ilys. Jurija Tinanova ila, lai ari pla-
na atzeimata, ttlaik vé] napastuovéja. Plana Izeimuota
ari ila, kurys myusu dinuos nav - Jezus Sirds katedralis
i katuolu vydsskolys vyda, kas izaveiduoja 1860. godds,
bet beidze pastuovét piec Utruo pasaula kara. Duorzu
ila vé] nabeja suokuse veiduotis, bet tuos vita radzama
$aura i $keiba skarsila. Duorzu ilys pasmys nu Latgolys
ilys da upei izaveiduoja 1860. godds.

Ityma laika ar ilu puorsvora tyka saprosts naatteis-
teits zemis gobols, kas savinuoja satys i cytus leidzeigus
naatteisteitus zemis gobolus, kas otkon sasavinuoja ar
lelcelim. Pat svareiguokuo nu Rézeknis 1lom, Latgolys
ila, kas kolpuoja par posta cela pismu, vél 1847. goda
tyka raksturuota kai pajiuga dizgon gryusi izbraucama.
Pilsatys ilys atguodynuoja $vaki uzturatus lauku zemis
celus i polu voi stypru leitu laika beja praktiski naiz-
braucamys.

Tauteibys

Koc¢ i pilsata beja ntizeimeigys ptlu i vacticeibniku kaipi-
nys, leluokuo dala tuos dzeivuotuoju beja ebreji. Plans
paredzéja izmytynuot jus pilsatys austrumu dala, kas
tyma laika beja c18i puraina, bet da 19. godu symta ebreji
jau beja apdzeivuojusi vysu pilsatys centrald dalu, kas

crooked alley occupied its place. The section of Darzu Street

from Latgales Street to the river was developed in the 1860s.

At the time, a “street” was typically understood as
an undeveloped strip of land connecting houses, often
leading to major roads. Even Rézekne’s most important
thoroughfare, Latgales Street, which formed part of the
postal route, was described in 1847 as extremely difficult
to traverse by carriage. The city’s streets more closely
resembled poorly maintained rural dirt roads and were
almost impassable during floods or heavy rains.

Nationalities

Although the city had significant Polish and Old Believer
communities, the vast majority of its inhabitants were
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12. attals. Rézeknis plans,
18. g. 5. beiguos.

Figure 12. Master plan of
Rézekne, in the late 19th
century.
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13. attals. Ebreju kopsata
Rézekné 2017. goda.

Figure 13. Jewish cemetery in
Rézekne, 2017.
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beja rezervata naeksistejasim muiznikim, i beja pat iz-
célusi divejus lyug$onu nomus tuos centralaja laukuma,
kur dreikstéja atsarast tik valsts administracejis sata voi
tureiguokiis dzeivuotuoju nomi. Ebreji Latgola puor-
svora beja dizgon nabadzeigi seiktierguotuoji i amatniki,
mozuok Grmani i makleri. 1786. goda uorpus pilsatys
tyka izveiduoti ebreju kopi, kurdis izmontuoja ari tyvuo-
kuos kiipinys, par pimaru, Maltys ebreji.

Vacticeibniki izalaseja dzeivuot naskiertai nu puorejis
pilsietniku. Piec dzelZacela kusteibys atkluosonys ti kon-
cetriejuos cima, kurs izaveiduoja dzelzacela stacejis tyvu-
ma, saukta par Rézeknis Slobodu (slobodys aba breivcimi
Krivejis impereja roduos apvydus, kur koncentréjas valsts
dinasta nadorbynuoti dzeivuotuoji, kuri beja atbreivuoti
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Formation of Rézekne City

Jewish. The city plan originally envisioned settling Jews
in the eastern part of town, which at that time was very
marshy. However, by the 19th century, Jews already inha-
bited much of the central area, designated for non-exis-
tent nobles, and had even built two prayer houses in
the central city square, an area officially reserved for
state administration and the residences of wealthy ci-
tizens. Jews in Latgale were mostly modest small traders
and craftsmen, with a few being carters and brokers. In
1786, a Jewish cemetery was established outside the city,
serving not only Rézekne but also nearby communities
such as Malta.

Old Believers preferred to live separately from other
residents. After the introduction of railway traffic, they
concentrated in the Sloboda district, while city planners’
efforts to encourage them to settle in the central part
of Uphill Town, near the Orthodox church, were un-
successful.

Following Latgale’s incorporation into the Russian
Empire, the proportion of Poles in the city gradually
declined, so that by the late 19th century they formed
a small but notable minority. Despite the establishment
of Russian imperial institutions, Polish remained the
dominant administrative language for a long time and
was the main language of the Catholic Church until the
founding of the Republic of Latvia.

Orthodox Russians in the city mostly came from offi-
cial or military circles, and their proportion among the
permanent residents only began to rise in the second
half of the 19th century.
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nu nadaklim). Pilsatys planuotuoju raudzejumi puorvyly-
nuot jiis iz dzeivi Augspilsata rezultiejuos ar naisadiisonu.

Piec Latgolys iklauSonys Krivejis impereja pulu ei-
patsvors pilsata pamozam sasamazynuoja, cikom da 19.
godu symta beigu ji veiduoja ci8i mozu, tok nizeimei-
gu mozuokumu. Ari piec valsts instituceju vesSonys
nu Krivejis imperejis palu volada ilgu laiku palyka par
golvoni administrativii voladu. Tei palyka par golvont
katuolu bazneicys voladu leidz pat Latvejis Republikys
dybynuosonai.

Pareizticeigl krivi pilsata puorsvora beja nu riednu
voi karaveiru apryndu, i jas eipatsvors pilsatys pastuo-
veigiis dzeivuotuoju vyda suoce piaugt tik 19. godu symta
utraja puse.

Da dzymtbyusSonys atcelSonai 1861. goda latgalisi rie-
zekniSu vyda beja resi sastipami, i sacynuojumus par
jus tauteibu var izdareit tik, bolstuitis iz na vysai tycamu
onomastiskii analizi. Par pimaru, 1772. gods dvéselu
revizeja radzami vairuoki, Ispiejams, latvyski skanasi
vuordi: kolps Andrejs Upits (orig. krivu vol.: Anopeu
Ynuup) i bezzemniks Muortens Dubrovskis (orig. krivu
vol.: Mapmuire Aybposcku); bet 1834. gods namniku
saroksta pasaruoda Mikels Griskans (orig. krivu vol.:
Muxans I'puwikans), Odums Tonslavs (orig. krivu vol.:
Adams Toncrass), Muortens$ Ivanovs (orig. krivu vol.:
Mapmuns Heanos) i Muortens Petrovs (orig. krivu vol.:
Mapmuns ITempos).

Na-Latgolys latvisi aba puorniivadniki voi baltisi suoce
pasaruodeit Rézekné tik 19. godu symta beiguos, vairums
nu js beja inZineri voi Skoluotuoji.

Latgalians were rarely found among Rézekne’s inhab-
itants until the abolition of serfdom in 1861. Conclusions
about the population’s ethnicity rely mostly on onomastic
analysis, which is not always reliable. For example, the
1772 soul revision (imperial census) lists a few possibly
Latvian-sounding names, such as the servant Andrejs
Upits (original Russian: Auppeit Ynuup) and the land-
less Martins Dubrovskis (original Russian: MapTbiHb
Aybposcku). By 1834, householders with Latvian-like
names appear more frequently, including Mikelis Griskans
(Muxanb [pumikans), Adams Tonslavs (Apamb ToHcAaBD),
Martins Ivanovs (Maptuns FBanos), and Martins Petrovs
(Mapruus [Terpos).

Non-Latgalian Latvians began to appear in Rézekne
only at the end of the 19th century, mostly as engineers
or teachers.

Health and Social Care

In 1806, the summer was unusually wet, but the following
summer brought severe drought. In 1808, crop failure
and high mortality persisted for the third consecutive
year. What exactly happened in Rézekne between 1808
and 1825 remains uncertain, though only 205 inhabitants
were recorded in the city by 1825. During this period,
famine and epidemics were among the most common
causes of death. In the spring of 1815, a doctor was dis-
patched to Rézekne to combat an unnamed epidemic.
Crop failures struck again in 1822 and 1835, while cholera
epidemics in 1830 and 1831 claimed 91 lives out of 564

A Brief History of Rézekne
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14. attals. Skots iz Augspilsatu
ar muzeja kompleksu, kura
vacuokaja dala 1884. goda tyka
ireikuota pilsatys slimneica.

Figure 14. Uphill Rézekne
panorama with museum;
the city hospital was
established in the oldest part
of the building in 1884.
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Veseleibys i socialuo apryupe

1806. goda beja slapna vosora, bet nuokusuo beja puo-
ruok sausa, deltam 1808. goda razys tryukums i augsta
miersteiba turpynuojuos jau tresi godu. Nav niteikti zy-
noms, kas natyka Rézekné laika nu 1808. da 1825. goda,
kod t1 uzskaiteiti tik 205 dzeivuotuoji. Ityma laika bods
i epidemejis beja vini nu vysizplateituokiis cylvaku nuovis
calanu. 1815. gods pavasari iz Rézekni niisyuteja uorstu
ceina pret nanusauktu epidemeju, 1822. i 1835. goda beja
naraza, bet 1830. i 1831. goda plasejuos holerys epideme-
ja, kod Rézekné nu 564 saslymusas namyra 91 cylvaks.
Naloba raza beja ari 1843.-1846. goda, kuo rezultata 10%
Vitebskys gubernis dzeivuotuoju niimyra nu tifa.

19. godu symta pyrmaja pusé leluokuo dala uorstu
i farmaceitu Latgola beja vuocisi, krivi, pali, bet jau godu
symta aitraja pusé medicinys profesejis sabidreiba suoce
tikt saisteitys ar ebrejim.

Pyrmuo lazarete Rézeknis plands ir radzama 18. godu
symta beiguos, bet tei nikod nav izcalta. Pyrmu slimne-
icu ar 20 gultom Rézekné varéja attaiseit tik 1830. goda,
1834. goda slimneica atsaroda muiznika Ostrovska sata
apmaram niuleja Latgolys ilys 96 apleiciné. 1848. goda
Rézekné namuotuos telpuos dorbuojuos kara slimneica
ar 40 gultom, 1853. goda dorbuojuos cituma slimneica
ar picom gultom, bet 1896. goda pilsatys slimneica beja
46 gultys vitys. Slimneicom tauta beja Svaka reputaceja,
partll tuos vysvaira izmontuoja karaveiri i izgleituotuo
sabidreibys dala. Gondreiz puse nu uorsteitas slimeibu

beja veneriskuos.

Formation of Rézekne City

infected in the city. Recurrent crop failures between 1843
and 1846 contributed to a typhus epidemic that killed
10% of the population of the Vitebsk Governorate.

In the first half of the 19th century, most doctors and
pharmacists in Latgale were Germans, Russians, and
Poles. However, by the second half of the century, Jewish
professionals increasingly dominated the medical fields
in the region

The first infirmary appears on Rézekne’s late 18th-cen-
tury plans but was never built. The city’s first hospital,
with 20 beds, probably opened only in 1830. By 1834, the
hospital operated in the nobleman Ostrovsky’s house,
approximately where Latgales Street 96 stands today. In
1848, a military hospital with 40 beds operated in rented
premises, and by 1853, a prison hospital with 5 beds was
established. By 1896, the city hospital had expanded to 46
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1884. goda pilsata napierka Gordina satu (myusu di-
nuos — Latgolys Kulturviesturis muzejs) i ti izvituoja
slimneicu. 1905. goda stpluok slimneicai tyka izcalta
infekcejis sliminiku baraka, bet 1912. goda kiaka pier-
ti puorbyuvéja par dzemdeibu nomu ar seSom gultom.
1914. goda tyka izcalta myura pierts ar velis satu i be-
tona morgs ar lada pogrobu, tyma posa goda Rézekné
tyka atkluota ari pyrmuo Rézeknis Nabadzeigiis ebreju
bidreibys ambulance.

Pyrmuo aptika Rézekné atkluota 1836. goda, bet Sudin
pazeistamuos “Iergla aptikys” aka ta atkluoja ap 1883.
godu. 1905. goda Rézekné dorbuojuos divejis aptikys
i treis aptiku veikali. Jau nu 18. godu symta beigu Rézekné
pi bazneicys dorbuojuos nabadzeigis sata. 1905. goda
Rézekné registrats 151 ubogs.

Rézekné struoduojusi vairuoki pazeistami, puorsvora
ebreju tauteibys, uorsti. Nu 188s. da 1915. goda Rézekné
praktizéja rakstnika Jurija Tinanova (FOpuii TeinsaHo8,
1894-1943) tavs Nasons Tinanovs (Hacorx TeiHaHO8,
1862-1924), nu 1906. da 1934. goda praktizeja aktivs sa-
bidryskais darbiniks, padejais Rézeknis diimis prisksa-
datuojs Krivejis impereja (1917-1918) i pyrmais Rézeknis
damis prisksadatuojs Latvejis Republika (1920), Rézeknis
golvonais uorsts (1913-1934) i Rézeknis ebreju gimnazejis
dybynuotuojs i vadeituojs (1920-1922) Haims Grodzinskis
(Epum (Xaum) I'podsunckuii, 1871-1934). Suocit ar 1913.
godu Rézekné struoduoja ari vins nu pyrmis latgalisu
uorstu, vins nu bruolu Skryndu - Ontons Skrynda (1881—
1918), kurs Pyrmuo pasaula kara laika tyka Isaukts armeja,
krits giusta, mirs giusteknu eSelona pa celam iz Rézekni.

beds. Hospitals generally had a poor reputation among
locals, so they mainly treated soldiers and the more ed-
ucated classes. Nearly half of the illnesses treated were
venereal diseases. In 1903, the medical administration
also oversaw a local brothel.

In 1884, the city purchased the Gordin house (now
the Latgalian Museum of Cultural Heritage) to house
a hospital. In 1905, a barracks for infectious patients
was constructed nearby, followed by the conversion of
awooden bathhouse into a maternity ward with six beds
in1912. By 1914, a stone bathhouse with laundry facilities
and a concrete morgue with an ice cellar were built. That
same year, the first private ambulance, operated by the
Rézekne Poor Jews’ Society, was set up.

The city’s first pharmacy was established in 1836, but
the well-known Ergla aptieka” (Eagle Pharmacy) build-
ing opened only around 1883. By 1905, Rézekne had two
pharmacies and three pharmacy shops. A poorhouse had
been operating near the church since the late 18th cen-
tury, and by 1905, two private Old Believers’ almshouses
were also active. In 1905 the city recorded 151 beggars.

Several notable doctors, predominantly of Jewish origin,
practiced in Rézekne. Among them was Nason Tynyanov
(1862-1924), father of the writer Yuri Tynyanov (1894—
1943), who worked in the city from 1885 to 1915. Another
prominent figure, Chaim Grodzinsky (1871-1934), served
Rézekne from 1906 to 1934 as its chief physician (1913-
1934). He also held significant political roles, being the
last chairman of the City Council under the Russian
Empire (1917-1918) and the first under the Republic of

A Brief History of Rézekne

37



Piec 1917. gods revolucejis 1priskejuo veseleibys ap-
ryupis sistema izbeidze dorbuotis. Pilsata plasejuos bods,
dizentereja, tifs i veneriskuos slimeibys. Piec bolseviku
varys nisastyprynuosonys par epidemiologejis ntidalis
vadeituoju Rézekné tyka icalts Kijevys Medicinys institu-
ta absolvents Mejers Polaks (Meiiep Ilorsk, 1888-1980),
kurs storpkaru perioda pilsata beja pazeistams arheologs
amaters.

Latvia (1920); he founded and directed the Rézekne
Jewish Gymnasium (1920-1922). Starting in 1913, Antons
Skrinda (1881-1918), one of the first Latgalian doctors,
also practiced here. He was conscripted during World
War I, captured, and died in a prisoner-of-war transport
en route to Rézekne.

Following the 1917 revolution, the previous health-
care system collapsed. The city was ravaged by famine,
dysentery, typhus, and venereal diseases. A graduate of
Kyiv Medical Institute, Meyer Polyak (1888-1980), was
appointed to head Rézekne’s epidemiology department
under Soviet rule. Beyond his medical work, Polyak was
also known for his passion as an amateur archeologist
in the interwar period.



Pilsatys Kkrize
i Augspilsatys rassonuos

(1818-1860)

Sakaré ar strauju dzeivuotuoju skaita sasamazynuo-
$onu 1830. godu suokuma pilsata beja baumys, ka ta
varatu likvidét, i eistyn - 1832. goda Boltkrivejis gubernu
generalgubernators Irasynuoja izsvist Rézekni nu pilsatu
saroksta. Kaids caurbrauciejs ityma laika atstuojs itaidys
liceibys par Rézekni: “Pilsata ir ntizalojama: tai ir tik
vina 1la, kur itGsalt nav amatniku i godatiergu; ebrejs ir
pilsatys golva, ebrejs — birgermeistars, 754 dzeivuotuoji,
nu kurds 536 ir ebreji”

1833. goda Rézekné dzeivuoja 745 dzeivuotuoji i nu
173 satu tik treis beja myura, 20 - tierga budys i ostoni
kragi. Talaik 300 metru attuoluma nu pilsatys rabe-
Za nutyka jauna lelcela byuvniceiba, kas savinuotu im-
perejis golvyspilsatu Piterpili ar VarSavu i tuoluok - ar
Ritumeiropu. Nu ituo laika leluokuo dala celuotuoju, kas
brauc nu Krivejis golvyspilsatys iz Ritumeiropu, brauks
cauri Rézeknei. Riezeknisi redzéja ispiejamit lobumu, parta
grizés pi vizitejisuo civilgubernatora i valuok imperatora
kanceleja, ar lyugumu atlaut celt satys gar jaunizcaltd
lelcelu. Atluove tyka sajimta, bet byuvniceibu apturéja
Rézeknis starasteja, kurai pideréja zeme gar Soseju.

Tai kai jau beja sajimts imperatora reikuojums, tyka
pasyuteits jauns Rézeknis pilsatys plans, kura paredzeé-
ja jaunuos pilsatys dalis izvituosonu gar lelcelu (myusu
dinuos — Atbreivuosonys aleja). Centrall vitu jaunaja

City Crisis and the
Emergence of Uphill Town

(1818-1860)

Due to a sharp decline in population, rumors of the
revocation of Rézekne’s town privileges circulated
in the early 1830s. In 1832, the Governor-General of the
Belarusian Governorate did indeed propose removing
Rézekne from the list of cities. Around this time, a pas-
serby left the following description of the town: “The
city is miserable: it has only one street, where there is
currently no craftsman, and no fairs are held; a Jew is
the city head, a Jew is the burgomaster. Population: 754,
of whom 536 are Jews.”

By 1833, Rézekne had 745 inhabitants. Of the town’s
173 houses, only three were masonry buildings. There
were 20 market stalls and eight taverns. At that time,
active construction was underway just 300 meters from
the city’s border on a new highway that would connect
the empire’s capital, St. Petersburg, with Warsaw and fur-
ther on to Western Europe. From then on, most travelers
journeying from the Russian capital to Western Europe
would pass by Rézekne. The town’s residents saw po-
tential benefits in this development and appealed to the
visiting civil governor and later to the emperor’s chancellery,
requesting permission to build houses along the new high-
way. Permission was granted, but construction was halted
by the Rézekne starosty, which owned the land along the
highway.
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15. attals. Rézekne 19. g.s.
suokuos. A — Rézeknis
pilsdrupys, B - pilsatys

myurs (doba napastuovéja),

1. Bazneica, 2. Centralais
laukums, 3. Valsts istuozu aka,
4. Valsts labeibys i suola rezervu
niilyktova, 5. Posta ekspediceja,
6. Tisys pisadatuoju noms,

7. Gunsdzieseibys instrumentu
nalyktova, 8. Pilsatys damis

i magistrata aka, 9. Bakale-

jis tiergs, 10. Tierga budys,

11. Nabogmuoja, 12. Ebreju
lyug$onu noms i kahals,

13. Kragi, 14. Publiskuo ebreju
pierts, 15. Muizys iudina pat-
malis, 16. Tylti, 17. Dzeivojami
kvartali, 18. Naapbyuvati kvar-
tali, 19. Lapkautive, 20. Vacl
naregulari kvartali, 21. Kristisu
kopi, 22. Ebreju kopi.
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pilsata, kura nomenklatura tyka nasaukta par Augspilsatu
(krivu vol. Bsruropoa ), beja juoljam pareizticeigts ka-
tedralei, kurai naatsaroda vita Vacpilsata, i jaunai zyr-
gu posta stacejai. Obejis akys, pastotat vinu pret Gtru
jaunizbyuvatuo lelcela obejuos pusés, veiduoja kiipeigu
ansambli, taida veida telpiski izeimejat jaunuos Rézeknis
sabidryska centru.

Since imperial approval had already been se-
cured, a new city plan was commissioned. It envi-
sioned the expansion of Rézekne along the highway
(today’s Atbrivosanas Aleja). This area, referred
to as Uphill Town (Russian: Beimropoa), was
designed as the new urban center. Its focal point
would be the Orthodox cathedral, which could not
be accommodated in the existing part of the town
(referred to in later documents as the Old Town),
and a new horse relay station. Positioned opposite
each other on either side of the highway, these two
buildings would form a unified ensemble that spa-
tially defined the public heart of the new Rézekne.

In 1836, Emperor Nicholas I (Nikolai I Ro-
manov, 1796-1855) approved a new city plan that
envisaged shifting the urban center from Latgales
Street to the area along present-day Atbrivosanas
Aleja. The plan called for the separation of 160
hectares from the surrounding manor lands,
a move initially opposed by Baroness Korff, the
landowner. The new part of the city was primar-
ily intended to house Old Believers, with the
implicit goal of encouraging their conversion
to Orthodoxy. While Jews were permitted to construct
buildings there, they were prohibited from residing in
the new district themselves.

By late 1837, reports indicated that the designated
quarters in this planned area of Rézekne still remained
undeveloped. By 1846, the so-called Uphill Town only
comprised a postal station, an Orthodox church, and
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three wooden houses, housing a mere three families.
In contrast, the Old Town, which retained its status as
the administrative and commercial hub, continued to
expand rapidly, with ongoing construction.

There were several reasons for people’s reluctance to
settle in Uphill Town: the administrative hub remained
in the Old Town; Jews, who made up the majority of
the population, were barred from residing in the new
district; and strict building regulations in Uphill Town
were rigorously enforced, unlike in the Old Town, where
authorities often turned a blind eye.

The scarcity of available plots in Rézekne by 1850 led
to widespread illegal construction in the older part of
the city, even extending onto municipal pasture lands.
In stark contrast, Uphill Town still had only three resi-
dential buildings. By 1864, 199 individuals were found
to have unlawfully built houses on these lands southeast
of the city. Among the unauthorized settlers were not
only peasants and petty townspeople, but also retired sol-
diers, nobles, merchants, civil servants, a Catholic priest,
a doctor, and even a provincial secretary. Additionally,
both Jewish and Old Believer cemeteries had been es-
tablished illegally in these areas.

The first building erected in the new part of the city was
the postal station. The construction of the Orthodox cathe-
dral was delayed and only began around 1840. The church
was completed and consecrated on June 25, 1846. Shortly
before that, on June 1, Emperor Nicholas I personally
inspected the still-unfinished cathedral, found it already
in poor condition, and ordered the arrest of the nobleman

A Brief History of Rézekne 41

Figure 15. Rézekne in the early
19th century. A - Rézekne
Castle ruins, B - City wall
(non-existent). 1. Church,

2. Central Square, 3. State insti-
tutions building, 4. State grain
and salt reserve warehouse,

5. Postal expedition, 6. Court
assessors’ house, 7. Firefight-
ing equipment warehouse,

8. City Council and Magistracy
building, 9. Grocery market,
10. Market booths, 11. Poor-
house, 12. Jewish prayer house
and kahal, 13. Inns, 14. Public
Jewish bathhouse, 15. Manor
watermill, 16. Bridges, 17. Res-
idential quarters, 18. Unde-
veloped quarters, 19. Slaugh-
terhouse, 20. Old irregular
quarters, 21. Christian ceme-
tery, 22. Jewish cemetery.

16. attals. Rézeknis Augs-

pilsatys plans 1837. goda.

1. Pareizticeigtss katedrale,
2. Posta staceja, 3. Kvartali.

Figure 16. Master plan of Up-
hill Rézekne, 1837. 1. Orthodox
Cathedral, 2. Postal Station,

3. Quarters.
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17. attals. Rézeknis posta
stacejis projekts 1837. goda.

Figure 17. Relay station draft,
1837.

Imperators Nikolajs I (Hukoaaii I Pomaros, 1796-1855)
1836. goda apstyprynuoja jaunu pilsatys planu, kura
beja paradzéts puorvituot pilsatu nu Latgolys ilys iz
Atbreivuosonys alejis rajonu. Plana beja paradzéts atda-
leit 160 hektaru muizys zemu, kit baronese Korfa suokuma
nagribéja pilaut.

Jaunaja pilsatys dala beja paradzats izvituot puorsvora
vacticeibnikus, kuriis raudzeja itaida veida pivérst pa-
reizticeibai. Ko¢ i ebreji varéja celt satys jaunaja pilsatys
dala, posi ti nadreikstéja dzeivuot. 1837. gods beiguos tyka
konstatats, ka pilsatys jaunaja dala nateikti kvartali doba
vél napastuov. Leidz 1846. godam Augspilsata beja izcalta
stacejis aka, pareizticeiglis bazneica i treis kiika satys, ku-
ruos dzeivuoja treis saimis. Tyma posa laika Vacpilsata,
kas vys vél beja pilsatys administrativais centrs, dzei-
vuotuoju skaits turpynuoja piaugt i natyka intensiva
byuvniceiba. NagribieSonai apsamest Augspilsata beja
vairuoki Imesli — administrativais i tierdzniceibys cen-
trys atsaroda Vacpilsata; ebreji nadreikstéja apsamest
Augspilsata; beja styngri juoivaroj byuvniceibys normys,
iz k1 Vacpilsatys varys Istuodis “pivére acs” Da 1850. goda
Auggpilsata vys vel beja tik treis dzeivojamuos satys, ko¢

City Crisis and the Emergence of Uphill Town

responsible for its construction. Just eight years later, in
1854, the church again required reconstruction, as the poor
quality of materials had rendered it structurally unsound.

In 1849, the idea of building a state chancellery in
Uphill Town was raised for the first time, but no funds
were allocated. By 1851, only nine wooden houses had
been built there. That year, however, a new regulation
allowed Jewish merchants not only to construct build-
ings in the new part of the city but also to apply for state
loans to support construction. The approval process
for building facades was also relaxed, and from 1858,
deviations from standard facade designs were permitted.

In 1859, an order from the Ministry of Finance grant-
ed Rezekne 100 silver rubles annually for City Council
premises. It is believed that the municipal administration
began relocating to Uphill Town around this time. The
former state chancellery building in the Old Town had
already been repurposed in 1855, becoming the home
of the Rézekne District School and the Rézekne Parish
School.

The center of Uphill Town was Cathedral Square, de-
fined by the Orthodox cathedral and the postal station,
which stood opposite each other on either side of the
main highway. In 1867, a chapel was erected in the center
of the square, near the current site of the “Vienoti Latvijai”
monument, to commemorate Emperor Alexander II's
(1818-1881) survival of an assassination attempt.

At the northeastern edge of the square stood the hos-
pital and the post office, while a market operated behind
the cathedral along Darzu Street. It hosted three annual
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ari pilsatys vacaja dala pastuoveigai tyka caltys jaunys,
izemis tryukuma del pilsatys ganeibuos regulari natyka
nalykumeiga dzeivuojams satu celtniceiba.

1864. goda tyka atkluots, ka pilsatys ganeibu zemés
pilsatys dinavydaustrumiis nalykumeigai satys izcalusi
199 cylvaki. Itas satu saiminiku vyda beja na tik zemni-
ki i seikpilstni, bet ari atvalinuoti karaveiri, muizniki,
tierguotuoji, Iriedni, katuolu bazneickungs, uorsts, pat
gubernis sekretars. Kluotyn vél ganeibu zemeés nalyku-
meigai tyka izveiduoti ebreju i vacticeibniku kopi.

Pilsatys jaunaja dala pyrmuo tyka izcalta zyrgu posta
staceja, tok pareizticeigus katedralis byuvniceibys dorbi
tyka aizkavati, i byuvniceiba suocés tik ap 1840. godu.
Bazneica tyka pabeigta i isvieteita 1846. gods 25. juni.
Nailgi pyrma tuo, 1846. gods 1. juni, imperators Nikolajs
I apsavére bazneicu, niisaceja, ka napabeigtuo bazneica
jau ir avarejis stuovukli, i pavieléja apcitynuot muizniku,
kurs beja atbildeigs par katedralis celtniceibu. Ostonus
godus péc isvieteiSonys, 1854. goda, bazneicai otkon beja
vajadzeiga rekonstrukceja, kam tai draudéja sabruksona
del nalobuos materialu kvalitatis.

1849. goda pyrmu reizi tyka pacalts vaicuojums par
valsts kancelejis noma celSonu Augspilsata, bet valdeiba
leidzeklus tam naatroda. Da 1851. goda Augspilsata beja
izcaltys tik devenis kitka satys, bet tyma goda tyka izdats
reikuojums, kas atluove ebreju tierguotuojim na tik celt
satys jaunaja pilsatys dala, bet ari sajimt aizdavumus
celtniceibai. Ari fasazu apstyprynuoSonys procedura tyka
vinkuorsuota, i, suoctt ar 1858. godu, tyka atlautys fasa-
dis, kas atsaskeire nu paraugu.

fairs and weekly markets on Wednesdays, Fridays, and
Sundays. Despite efforts to shift commercial activity to
Uphill Town, the attempt proved unsuccessful. By around
1869, trade in the new district had begun to decline and
gradually returned to the Old Town.

Within the area now known as Festivala parks, a city
garden or park was originally planned. Construction
was prohibited in this zone, and it was placed under
the care of Gurevich, a member of the petty bourgeoisie.
However, he illegally subdivided the land into 20 plots
and distributed them for private development. The city
authorities only became aware of this violation after the
plots had been built upon.

According to the 1846 city plan, another green space
was to be established between Atbrivosanas Aleja, Pils,
and Darzu streets and the Rézekne River. However, in
1874, the Minister of the Interior authorized residential
construction in this area, with the sole condition that
the road along the river be preserved.

In the 1885 city plan, the park appears once again in
its original location, present-day Festivala parks, and an
additional park is shown on the southeastern slope of
the castle mound.

One of the first streets to be developed in Uphill Town
was the initial section of what is now Valérijas Seiles
Street, along with Darzu Street near the Orthodox Church.
At the same time, development also occurred on seg-
ments of what are now Baznicas, Pulkveza Brieza, and
Nikodema Rancana streets, in the area between Darzu
and Valérijas Seiles streets.

A Brief History of Rézekne
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18. attals. Rézeknis ilu teiklys
1873. goda.

Figure 18. Street network of
Rézekne, 1873.
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Finan$u ministrejis reikuojums piskiert Rézeknei 100
sudobra rublu goda par telpu niimu pilsatys valdis izvei-
duosonai datats ar 1859. godu, i dimojams, ka ap it laiku
pilsatys puorvaldis Istuodis puorsacéle iz Augspilsatu.
Valsts kancelejis aka Vacpilsata beja palykuse breiva jau
agruok, parti ka tuos telpuos 1855. goda tyka atvarta
Rézeknis aprinka $kola i Rézeknis draudzis skola.

Augspilsatys centrys beja Katedralis laukums, kura
pretejuos pusés, obejuos pusés lelcelam, atsaroda pareiz-
ticeigiis katedrale i posta staceja. Laukuma centra, natuo-
li nu vitys, kur myusu dinuos stuov pimineklis “Vienoti
Latvijai’, 1867. goda izcalta kapela par giidu imperato-
ra Aleksandra II (Asexcandp II Huxoraesuu Pomarios,
1818-1881) izagluobsonai nu nuovis atentata laika.

Katedralis laukuma zimelaustrumu gola beja slimneica
i posta kanturs, bet Duorza 1la aiz pareizticeigiis katedralis
beja tiergs, kur tresdinés, piktdinés i svatdinés natyka kas-
nedelis tierdzeni i treis kasgadeji godatiergi. Mieginuojums
puorvituot tierdzniceibu iz Augpilsatu izaruodeja naveiks-
meigs, i ap 1869. godu tierdzniceiba pilsatys jaunaja dala
suoce sasamazynuot i pamozam atsagrize Vacpilsata.

Festivala parka teritoreja beja paradzata pilsatys duorza
voi parka izveide - itama teritoreja beja aizligta byuvniceiba
i tei nadata uzturieSonai seikpilsinam Gurevic¢am, kurs
ta sadaleja 20 zemis gobolis i nideve cytom personom
apbyuvei. Pilsatys administraceja iti puorkuopumu pa-
maneja tik tod, kod goboli jau beja apbyuvati. Saskana ar
1846. gods planu storp Atbreivuosonys aleju, Pils i Duorzu
ilom i Rézeknis upi beja paradzats ireikuot apstatejumus,
bet 1874. goda 18klitu ministris atluove ari itama vita celt

In 1857, the streets of Rézekne had not yet been assigned
names. However, by 1864, 21 quarters had been designat-
ed in Uphill Town, and street names were introduced.
Among them were:

Poctamtskaja (now Pulkveza Brieza Street)
Sobornaja (Baznicas Street)

Sadovaja (the section of Darzu Street on the
right bank of the Rézekne River)
Zamkovaja (Pils Street)

Mescanskaja (Raina Street)

Spasskaja (Valérijas Seiles Street)
Nabereznaja (Krasta Street)

Goristaja (Bralu Skrindu Street)

*

* 6 6 ¢ o
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dzeivuojami teritoreju, izsokiit vineigi praseibu, ka teik
saglobuots cel$ gar upi.

1885. gods plana parks otkon ir radzams ipriskeja at-
saras$onys vita — niuleja Festivala parka, bet aitrais parks
izeimuots pilskolna dinavydaustrumu niiguoze.

Vina nu pyrmis Augspilsata apbyuvejams ilu beja
niulejuos Valerejis Seilis ilys suokys i Duorzu ila pi pa-
reizticeiglis bazneicys. Paraleli byuvniceiba niityka taga-
dejus Bazneicys, Pulkveza Brieza i Nikodema Rancana
ilu pusmis storp Duorzu i Valerejis Seilis lom.

1857. goda Rézeknis 1lom vé] nabeja niasaukumu, bet
1864. goda Augspilsata jau beja pimynats 21 kvartals i lom
tyka dati ntisaukumi:

¢ Poctamtskaja (Pulkveza Brieza ila);

+ Sobornaja (Bazneicys 1la);

¢ Sadovaja (Duorzu ilys pusmys Rézeknis upis
lobaja krosta);

Zambkovaja (Pils 1la);

Mes¢anskaja (Raina ila);

Spasskaja (Valerejis Seilis ila);

Nabereznaja (Krosta 1la);

Goristaja (Bruolu Skryndu ila);

Malaja Nikolajevskaja (Nikodema Rancana ila);
Zagorodnaja (18. novembra ila);

Nikolajevskaja (Atbreivuo$onys alejis pusmys
Rézeknis upis lobaja krosta).

Tlys pilsatys vacaja dala ityma laika vél nabeja ni-
sauktys, bet zynoms, ka Vacpilsata beja 23 kvartali,
i niulejuo Latgolys ila beja vinkuorsi apzeimuota kai
golvonuo ila. Dazu ilu ntsaukumi Vacpilsatys rajona

® 6 6 ¢ O 0+ o o
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+ Malaja Nikolajevskaja (Nikodema Rancana Street)

¢ Zagorodnaja (18. novembra Street)

+ Nikolajevskaja (the section of Atbrivosanas Aleja

on the right bank of the Rézekne River)

In contrast, the Old Town still lacked official street
names at this time. It consisted of 23 quarters, and the
present-day Latgales Street was then referred to simply
as the “main street.”

The earliest known street names in the Old Town
appear only in documents from the late 1860s. These
include:

+ Kladbis¢enskaja (now V. Purvisa Street)

+ Janopolskaja (Bukmuizas Street)

¢ Pleksenskaja (Andreja Upisa Street)

This area also included the market square, six Jewish
prayer houses, a Catholic church, and a prison located
in the former post office building. In the 1850s, following
the dissolution of the Rézekne starosty manor, active
development began along the present-day Atbrivosanas
Aleja, south of the bridge, although this territory would
not be officially annexed to the city until 1923.

Starting in 1841, new incentives encouraged urban
growth across the Vitebsk Governorate: merchants, petty
bourgeoisie, and other members of the free classes who
relocated to towns were granted a 15-year exemption
from all taxes and corvée obligations, as well as, crucially,
from military conscription. In 1845, petty bourgeoisie
were also permitted to obtain free passports, giving them
the right to move freely. These policies contributed to
a rapid increase in the urban population.

A Brief History of Rézekne
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dokumentiis pasaruoda tik nu 1860. godu beigu, kod
pimynata Kladbiscenskaja (V. Purvisaila), Janopolskaja
(Bukmuizys ila) i Pleksenskaja (A. Upisa ila). Ite atsaro-
da tierga laukums, sesi ebreju lyugSonu nomi, katuolu
bazneica i citums vacaja posta stacejis aka.

1850. godis, kod Rézeknis starastejis muiza beidze
pastuovet, suocés aktiva niulejuos Atbreivuosonys alejis
celtniceiba iz dinavydim nu tylta, ko¢ ari itei teritoreja
pilsatai tyka pivinuota tik 1923. goda.

Nu 1841. gods, kod iz pilsatom puorsacéle Vitebskys
gubernis tierguotuoji, seikpilstini i cyti breiviis kuortu
cylvaki, j1 tyka atbreivuoti nu vysu nadaklu i klausu iz 15
godim, i, kas beja eipasi svareigi, ari nu rekrusu klau-
$u. Sovpus 1845. goda seikpilsinim tyka atlauts sajimt
bezmoksys pasis, kas deve jim breiveibu puorsavituot.
Pilsatu, tyma skaita ari Rézeknis, dzeivuotuoju skaits
suoce strauji plaugt. Ka 1840. goda Rézekné beja 1091
dzeivuotuojs, tod 1848. goda tys jau beja izaudzs da 1340,
bet 1858. goda — 1739 dzeivuotuojim, i 1861. goda Rézeknis
dzeivuotuoju skaits jau beja 3078 cylvaki.

Pilsata suoce apsamest latgalisi, vacticeibniki, krivi, bo-
ltkrivi, pali, ukraini i cytuos voliduos runojast, nu kuras
dala da nasenejam laikam beja atkareigi nu dzymtys.
Sovpus ebreju eipatsvors suoce sasamazynuot — daudzi
ebreji suoce izceluot iz ASV i Dinavydafriku.

In Rézekne, the population grew from 1,091 inhabit-
ants in 1840 to0 1,340 in 1848, 1,739 in 1858, and 3,078 by
1861. The city became home to a growing and diverse
population, including Latgalians, Old Believers, Russians,
Belarusians, Poles, Ukrainians, and others, many of whom
were formerly serfs. Meanwhile, the proportion of Jewish
residents began to decline, as increasing numbers emi-
grated to the United States and South Africa.



Laikabidru liceibys

Rézeknis aprinka prokurora paleigs 1845. goda pilsatu
aprakstejs itai:

[...] piec vitejim pajieminim naikuortuoti trotuari, ei-
pasi pavasara i rudina laika, braukSonai voi 1Sonai paly-
kusi sarezgeiti, privatis satu dzeivuotuoji i cyti lauds ce]
na piec augsuok apstyprynuota plana, bez atbylstaSom

A Brief History of Rézekne

Contemporary Accounts

In 1845, the assistant to the Rézekne district prosecutor
described the city in stark terms:

“[...] the sidewalks, not arranged according to local
custom, become nearly impassable for carriages and pe-
destrians, especially in spring and autumn; residents and
others construct buildings without following the approved

19. attals. Piterpils—Varsavys
Soseja (Sudin: Atbreivuosonys
aleja) Rézekné 19. g. s. 70.
godds.

Figure 19. The St. Peters-
burg-Warsaw highway (today:
Atbrivosanas Aleja) in Rézekne
in the 1870s.
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fasadem i [bez] vadeibys atluovem i pat pilsatys ganei-
buos, kur tik kam gribis i bez mozuokas traucieklu nu
policejis pusis, cikom vacuos akys nateik apsekuotys i re-
monteét sabryukasuos voi beistamuos [akys] dzeivuotuo-
jim nalik, tai pilsata nu itdis varojama skaita sacaltas aku
tik padejas treis godu laika dazaiduos vituos palykuse
arvin nagleituoka.

1855. goda publicataja navodpietnika Mihaila Bez-
Kornilovi¢a (Muxaux Bes-Kopruaosuu,1796-1862) ap-
skota par Boltkrivejis zemem Rézekne raksturuota eisai:

Pa labi nu Sosejis cela (brauctt nu Dinaburgys iz
Piterpili) iz ReZicys upis kairuo krosta naguozem gar
garu, Sauru, nateiru 1lu it Rezicys pilsatys kiaka nomi, da-
taja Salti apgiundt vaira par 250 kiika satom, myura pareiz-
ticeiglis bazneicu [AU: autors piluovs klaidu, Vacpilsata
pareizticeiglis bazneica nikod nav bejuse], vacu katuolu
bazneicu i ebreju sinagogu.

Ituos posys upeitis krosta, kolna, jaunuokuos arhitek-
turys pareizticeigiis katedrale, tai preteima, Sosejis kairaja
pusé, myura cela pils (kam ir ari stacejis funkcejis) ar
gotiskim, pusopolim liagim.

Pavysam eisu $alti pyrma dze]Zacela satiksmis atkluo-
Sonys, 1860. goda, caur Rézekni brauc celuotuojs Aleksejs
Zabelins (Aexceii 3abeaun):

Storp Ostrovu i Dinaburgu ir moza pilsietena ReZica,
naizpratama kuorta nasaukta par pilsatu: tik moza

city plan, without proper fagades or permits, even on city
pastureland, wherever they please, without the slightest
interference from the police. Older structures are not in-
spected, nor are unsafe buildings ordered to be repaired by
their owners. As a result, the city has, over the past three
years, grown increasingly unsightly in various areas due
to the proliferation of these unregulated constructions.”

A decade later, the 1855 Survey of Belarusian Lands
by local historian Mikhail Bez-Kornilovich (1796-1862)
briefly described Rézekne:

“To the right of the highway (traveling from Dinaburg
to St. Petersburg), on the slopes of the left bank of the
Rézekne River, the wooden houses of the town of Rezhitsa
stretch along a long, narrow, and muddy street. The town
now contains more than 250 wooden houses, a stone
Orthodox church [author’s error: there was never an
Orthodox church in the Old Town], an old Catholic
church, and a Jewish synagogue. On the opposite side of
the river, atop the hill, stands a newer Orthodox cathe-
dral; across the highway from it, a stone postal station
in Gothic style, with semicircular windows.”

Shortly before the arrival of the railway, the traveler
Alexey Zabelin passed through Rézekne in 1860 and wrote:

“Between Ostrov and Dinaburg lies the small town of
Rezhitsa, called a city for reasons I cannot understand:
so small and poor, even in appearance. I saw only one
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i nabadzeiga pat piec uorejuo skota. Te es redzieju tik
vinu ilu ar picom voi seSom myura satom i suona desmi-
tim budu ar solmu jumtim. Pilsata byuvejamuo bazneica
puorsteidz ar sova kupola izmarim i posys akys Saureibu.
Rezicys staceja ir koc kaida bufete, kurys puorvaldniks
myus cisi $vaki pacinuoja par lelu naudu.

street with five or six stone buildings and dozens of
thatched huts. The church under construction struck
me by the size of its dome in contrast to the narrowness
of the building itself. At the Rezhitsa station, there was
a sort of buffet, whose manager treated us poorly while
charging a great deal of money.”

A Brief History of Rézekne

20. attals. Duorzu ila 20. g. s.
suokuos.

Figure 20. Darzu Street in the
early 1900s.
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Cytugod, kod Rézekni apmekléja ptlu celuotuojs i etno- The following year, after the opening of the railway,
grafs Edvards Hlopickis (Edward Chiopicki, 1830-1894), | the Polish traveler and ethnographer Edward Chlopicki
dzelzacela satiksme jau beja atkluota: (1830-1894) visited Rézekne and recorded a striking im-
pression of the town:

Vacpilsata ar tuos pilsdrupom, kika bazneicu i naskai-
tamajim nateirajim ebreju rajonim, ir atsakuopuse nazkur
aiz leikumu matasuos upis, piticeigi pisakuopuse jaunuos
pilsatys priska, kura ar naatturamu eleganci, ar kruosai-
nom satom izdailuojuse obejis Piterpils trakta pusis. Te ir
uorsta sata, kruosuota cereibu kruosa, tii cisi skaun anglu
maniré stateiti kiki, nu dzelzacela atkluosonys gotiski
stacejis nomu kluoj putekli i ziernyuklu teikli; vysaidys
administracejis istuodis ar skaidrim kai navaineigys sirds
mirs izkuortnu tekstim, geraneju padim i viezu sorkonim
aizkorim, Iriednu falansteri; i vysubeidzat tuoluma smai-
da skaistuos italu arhitekturys dzelZacela staceja, - tys
vyss radzams 1brauciejam i skaidri aplicynoj laika rakys
padareit smogt dorbu pi progresivim [ituo] apvyda
krystacelim.

Ka leidz ar it svaigi uorej formu vegetejasuo pil-
satys dzeive tyktu ikvalynuota ar goreiguo progresa driis-
meigom idejom, nikuo vaira navaratu vielétis; tok, [...]
divamzal ite beja jiutams ituos iSkejuos dzinis tryukums

[...]

Iz 19. godu symta 60. godim atsatic ari Latgolys ni-
vodpietnika Gustava Manteifela (Gustaw Felician Nicolai
baron Manteuffel-Szoege, 1832-1916) Rézeknis rakstu-

“The Old Town, with its castle ruins, wooden church,
and countless filthy Jewish quarters, has retreated some-
where behind the winding river, modestly yielding to the
new city, which, with irresistible elegance, has adorned
both sides of the St. Petersburg tract with colorful hous-
es. Here stands the doctor’s house, painted the color of
hope and surrounded by trees planted in the English
manner; since the railway opened, the Gothic-style sta-
tion building lies covered in dust and cobwebs; various
administrative offices, each marked with clear inscrip-
tions like the peace of an innocent heart, stand adorned
with pots of geraniums and red-crayfish-colored cur-
tains, truly a phalanstery of officials. And finally, further
in the distance, a beautiful Italian-style railway station
smiles at the traveler; all of this catches the newcomer’s
eye and clearly attests to the heavy work performed by
time in bringing progressive transformations to this
regional crossroads. If only, alongside this fresh outward
appearance, the city’s dormant life were ignited by a bold
idea of spiritual progress, nothing more could be desired.
Yet [...] the absence of such inner movement is, unfor-
tunately, strongly felt”

ruojums, kurs pyrmireiz publicats 1868. goda vuocu A comparable depiction from the 1860s appears in
voluda izdataja “Polnisch Livland™: the work of the historian Gustav Manteuffel (Gustaw
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Palu Livoneja, atskaitat jauna Dinaburgys pipilsa-
tu, kai ari jaunuoka aprinka pilsatys Rozitenis dalu pi
Varsavys Sosejis, pilsatys sastuov nu haotiski izvituotu
kika, parosti sagtu ar solmu jumtim, badenu, nu kurts
zinkuoreigai ntsaver skilejasi zydi i nu brandina sasuor-
tusu soldotu sejis. Tik Kriinam, agruokajim palu iriednim
i tureiguokajim krivu tierguotuojim pidarasuos satys dad
pilsatai ko¢ kaidu pilsietnicysku skotu [...]

Lutsina i Kruoslova, taipos ari vacuokuos Dinaburgys
i Rozitenis dalis, kurys nas “vacpilsatys” vuordu, puor-
svora nabrugatom, gryusi izbraucamom ilom, svesinikam
demonstrej biedeigu piistazu, nateireibu i nizalojameibu.
Cyta storpa, jau vairuokus godus, Rozitené gar Varsavys

Felician Nicolai baron Manteuffel-Szoege, 1832-1916).
In his Polnisch Livland (1868), he wrote:

“In Polish Livland, with the exception of the new suburb
of Diinaburg and the newer quarter of the district town
of Rositen near the Warsaw highway, the towns consist
of chaotic clusters of wooden huts, mostly covered with
thatch, from which squinting Jews and brandy-reddened
soldiers peer curiously. Only the buildings belonging to the
Crown, to former Polish officials, or to wealthier Russian
merchants give these towns even the slightest urban look.
[...] Ludsen and Kraslaw, along with the older parts of
Diinaburg and Rositen, bearing the name ‘Old Town, with

A Brief History of Rézekne

21. attals. Rézeknis pilsdrupys
19. g.s. 70. godas.

Figure 21. Castle mound in
Rezhicza, late 1870s.
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Soseju ir daudz ari myura satu, kas sagrupiejusuos pilsatys
teiruokaja dala, licynojat par ta, ka ir aizasuocs ituos
vitys uzplaukums.

1900. goda P. Zavolokins, rokstiit par Rézekni, soka
tai: “Naz voi vel kur cytur atsarass tik daudz ubogu, kai
pi myusu Rézekné”

Autors stuosta, ka parosti ar uboguosonu niisadorboj
obeju dzymumu, vysbizuok ebreju tauteibys, “pusaudzi’,
vacuma nu 5 da 13 godu. Izaugat puisi palik par klaida-
nim, meitinis par prostitutom. Bizuokuos uboguotuoju
vitys ir Cetrys - 1) pi leluo tylta, 2) pi Farmonova veikala,
3) pi tautys tiejneicys i tiejneica, 4) pi posta—telegrafa
kantura durovu. Zimys soltuma bezpajumtniki rauga
atrast pajumti, tok pyunis i ustobys viersi, kur ji madz
palikt, biZi teik aizslagti. Pilsata ir divejis nabadzeigiis
vacticeibniku satys, kurys par vitejis uzjiemieju i tier-
guotuoji leidzeklim uztur 40 dorba naspiejeigus lauds.
Zavolokins aproksta nabadzeiguoka nu Rézeknis rajonu,
tauta sauktu par Ameriku:

Vairums vitejus dzeivuotuoju zyna “Ameriku” — styu-
rus i $karsilenis pi Pleik$nu ilys [Sudin Andreja Upisa ila].
“Ameriku” apdzeivoj tik posys nabadzeiguokuos Zydu
saimis. Vacuos, pussabrukusuos sietenis puorsteidz ar
sovu izskotu. Itamuos sietenuos dzeivoj pa treis Cetrom
saimem nu Cetru da ostonu cylvaku kotra. Saimis golva
- karpniks, driebniks, skuordniks, stikliniks, pauniniks.
[...] Tavs ar nabadzeigh pelnu tika var saguoduot iztyku
sev i sivai, cikom barnim, tika 1 prut staiguot, ubogojat

their mostly unpaved and barely passable streets, pres-
ent to the visitor a dismal scene of decay, filth, and misery.
Nonetheless, for several years now, many houses, some
even of stone, have appeared along the Warsaw highway
in Rositen, in the cleanest part of town, bearing witness to
the fact that prosperity has begun to take root here””

In 1900, P. Zavolokin described Rézekne with biting re-
alism: “T doubt if there is anywhere else where there are so
many beggars as here in Rézekne” He noted that begging
was typically done by “adolescents” of both sexes, most of-
ten of Jewish nationality, and aged between five and thirteen.
As they grew older, the boys often became vagrants, while
the girls, he wrote, turned to prostitution. According to
Zavolokin, the four main gathering places for beggars were:

1. near the large bridge;

2. near Farmonov’s shop;

3.in and around the public tea house;

4. at the door of the post-telegraph office.

During the harsh winter months, homeless individuals
sought shelter in hay sheds and attics, though these were
often locked. The city had two Old Believer almshouses
that housed around 4o disabled individuals, supported
by donations from local entrepreneurs and merchants.

Zavolokin also described a quarter colloquially known
as “America’”:

“Most of the locals are familiar with the name America;
referring to the alleys and corners around Pleiksnu Street
[A. Upisa Street today], an area inhabited exclusively by
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posim juorauga sev dabuot maizis kimass i molkys pagale
kurynomajam. Jiis muotis, slimeigys i vuorgys sivitis, ar
zeidainim iz riku, catiirtdings i piktdinés it nu satys iz satu,
lyugdamuos duovonys.

Ituo laika Rézekni, kas radzata ar lauku barna acim,
aprakstejs bazneickungs Jezups Grysans (1891-1988).

the poorest Jewish families. Its wretched condition was

evident in the dilapidated houses, many partly in ruins.

Each house was home to three or four families, with four
to eight members per family, whose heads earned a living
as shoemakers, tailors, tinsmiths, glaziers, or peddlers. [...]
The father, with his meager earnings, can barely provide for
himself and his wife, and the children, as soon as they can
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22. attals. Tylts puori Rézeknis
upei i sluzys 20. g. s. suokuos.

Figure 22. Bridge at the water-
mill, early 20th century.
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23. attals. BejuSuos vasarneicu
satys atpyutnikim nu Piterpils
Duorzu ila Rézekneé.

Figure 23. Former guest cot-
tages in Darzu Street, 2018.
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Pyrmi Ispaidi nu Rézeknis Grysanam bejusys plotuos,
lelim akminim brugatuos ilys i skaistuos satys ilu moluos,
tok leluoku ispaidu iz lauku zanu pamatusi daudzi veikali,
kurts varéja ntpierkt naskaitomys litys, kurys niivoda
augusais puiss nikod iprisk nabeja redziejs.

Pilsatys skola atsaroda “lela bolta myura sata” (Sudin —
Latgolys ila 82). Skola beja juorunoj tik krivu volada, bet
par runuosonu latgaliski draudéja struope. Beja regula-
ri juopisadola pareizticeigiis divakolpuojumds. Skolani
ustabenis randavuoja nu saimineicys, kura nu jis posu
produktim (kiipa ar Grysanu dzeivuoja vé| diveji skolani)
vysim gatavuoja kiipeigys iedinreizis, dasavére, kab bar-
ni izpildeitu satys aizdavumus i bez atluovis naatstuotu
satu. Cytkuort dzeivukli apmekliejs $kolu inspektors, kab
puorsalicynuot, ka Skolani nilyktaja laika ir sata i vuicuos.

Jezupa Grysana Skolys laika ikryta 1905. gods revo-
luceja. Ari da tuos iz Rézekni bizi braukusi “sociki’, kuri
kuopusi iz bucu i naturiejusi mitenus, blaustejusis, aktivi
zestikuliejusi, lomuojusi caru i valdeibu i stlejusi spadru

walk, must earn their own bread and firewood by begging...
Their mothers, frail and sickly women, babies in their arms,
go door to door on Thursdays and Fridays asking for alms”

Jazeps Grisans (1891-1988), a priest, remembered Réze-
kne from this period differently, sharing his childhood im-
pressions of the town as a boy from the countryside. What
struck him most were the wide streets paved with large
stones and the beautiful buildings lining them. But the
greatest wonder for the young boy was the abundance of
shops, filled with countless goods he had never seen before.

The city school was housed in a “large white stone build-
ing”, today located at Latgales Street 82. Instruction was
strictly in Russian, and even among classmates, speaking
Latgalian was forbidden and punishable. Attendance at
Orthodox church services was mandatory. Students typ-
ically rented rooms in private homes; Jazeps Grisans lived
with two other boys in the home of a landlady who cooked
meals for all the boarders using the provisions they brought,
supervised their homework, and ensured they did not leave
the house without permission. Occasionally, the school in-
spector would visit these apartments to check whether the
students were at home and studying at the designated times.

Grisan’s school years coincided with the revolutionary
unrest of 1905. Even before the Revolution, “socialists”
would arrive in Rézekne, stand atop barrels, and deliver
fiery speeches, shouting, gesturing dramatically, cursing
the Tsar and the government, and promising a bright fu-
ture. While students of the district school were officially
forbidden from attending such gatherings, this did little



nuokitni. Aprinka $kolanim taidys sapulcis nabeja lauts
apmeklét, tok $kolanus tys naasit atturiejs. Kaidu dinu
iz Rézekni astt atbraukuse struopieSonys ekspediceja
- Krisjana Barona 1la publiski, saunat nu lelgobolu, na-
dadzynuota kaida “sociku staraveru” sata ar vysu Idzeivi
i posi vaineigi publiski naparti.

1922. goda Margers Skujenieks (1886-1941) Rézekni
apraksteja itai:

Pilsétas iedzivotaji partika no diezgan rosigas tirdznie-
cibas ar zemkopibas razojumiem, kurus tie uzpirka visa
Latgalg, lai tos Péterpili, Riga un Daugavpili pardotu. Uz
Rézeknes upes laba krasta, aiz pilskalna, kurs parveérsts par
parku un kura bija vasaras teatris, atrodas pilsétas glitaka
dala: gar platam ielam atrodas dzili darzos noslépusas glitas
vasarnicu stila bavétas majas, kuras vasara iziréja péterpi-
lieSiem, kuri mekléja atputu klusaja pilsetina. Turpretim
pilsétas dienvidu dala mazas nebrugétas ielinas viena pie
otras piesléjusas atrodas pussagruvusas €kas, kuras pilditas
visnabadzigakiem ebrejiem. Ielas tur lidzigas netirumu
kaudzém, majas un pasi iedzivotaji izdédéjusi un netiri.
1936. gods izdavuma “Rézekne - Latgales sirds” ap-

raksteita leidzeiga aina:

[..] Rézeknes upes vina krasta, atrodas romantiska
Rézeknes vecpilséta: mazas, netiras un saskiebusas ma-
jeles ka bezdeligu ligzdas pielipusas augstajam krastam.

to deter the schoolboys. At the height of the Revolution,
a punitive expedition arrived in Rézekne. On Krijana
Barona Street, the home of several “socialist Old Believers”
was burnt down in public, all of their belongings destroyed
by cannon fire, and the accused publicly flogged.

In 1922, Margers Skujenieks (1886-1941) described
Rézekne:

“A city sustained largely by an active trade in agricul-
tural products, which local merchants purchased across
Latgale and sold in St. Petersburg, Riga, and Daugavpils.
On the right bank of the Rézekne River, behind the castle
mound, then transformed into a park with a summer
theater, lay the more picturesque part of the city: elegant,
summer-house-style residences nestled deep in gardens
lined the wide streets. These houses were often rented out
during the summer months to visitors from St. Petersburg
seeking rest and quiet in the small Latgalian town. In stark
contrast, the southern section of the city was marked by
narrow, unpaved streets crammed with run-down build-
ings, home to the city’s poorest Jewish residents. The
streets resembled dirt heaps, and both the houses and
their inhabitants appeared worn and unkempt”

A similar portrayal appears in the 1936 publication
Rézekne — Heart of Latgale, which characterizes the Old
Town on the opposite bank of the Rézekne River as “ro-
mantic” yet impoverished, “small, dirty, and crooked
houses clinging to the high bank like swallows’ nests.”
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Dzelzacela era
(1861—192)5) ’

1 8 8 goda tyka pabeigta optiskuo telegrafa linejis

3 izbyuve, kura guoja caur Rézekni i savinuoja
Piterpili ar VarSavu. Telegrafa tiirna preciza atsarasSonys
vita Rézeknis tyvuma cikom kas nav naskaidruota, tok
piec kaidys nu verseju tirns varéja atsarast Pleik$nu kol-
nas. 1854. goda optiska telegrafu ntimaineja elektromag-
netiskuo telegrafa lineja, bet 1860. goda caur Rézekni
tyka atkluota Piterpils—Varsavys dzelZacela lineja, kas
kipa ar zemniku breivlaissonu i cytim labvieleigim ap-
tuoklim veicynuoja cisi strauju dzeivuotuoju skaita piau-
gumu. 1861. goda Rézekneé beja 3078, bet 1880. goda - jau
9408 dzeivuotuoji.

Piec dzelZacela infrastrukturys izbyuvis pi stacejis
izaveiduoja dzelZacela struodniku cimats — Rézeknis
Sloboda (apdzeivuotys vitys nasaukums Kriveja), kura
pamata dzeivuoja vacticeibniki, vairums nu kurts beja
ntdarbynuoti dzelZacela dorbis. 1901. goda Sloboda
dzeivuoja vaira nakai 700 dzeivuotuoju, bet 1905. goda
tuos jau beja 2,5 tyukstasys. Ite beja 105 satys (sesys myu-
ra, cytys — kiika), 12 veikali, visneica, iudina patmalis,
tekstila kruosuotova i valsts veina nilyktova. Sloboda
riubezuojuos ar Stuc¢evys muizys zemem, kurys pideréja
muizneicai Krutovai i 1914. goda iz Salti beja izveiduots
Krutovu cims.

1867. goda dzelZacela ispaida zyrgu posta staceja beja
pilneiba pagaisynuojuse sovu niizeimi i tyka pijimts la-
mums posta staceju samazynuot, bet stacejis kompleksa

Railway Era
(1861-1905)

In 1838, the construction of the optical telegraph line
connecting St. Petersburg and Warsaw was completed,
passing through Rézekne. Although the exact location
of the telegraph tower near Rézekne remains uncertain,
one hypothesis places it in the Pleik$ni Hills. By 1854,
the optical telegraph was replaced by an electromagnet-
ic line, and in 1860, the opening of the St. Petersburg—
Warsaw railway line through Rézekne marked a major
milestone. This development, combined with the aboli-
tion of serfdom and other favorable conditions, spurred
rapid population growth: from 3,078 inhabitants in 1861
to 9,408 in 1880.

Following the construction of the railway, a workers’
settlement known as Rézekne Sloboda emerged near the
station. It was predominantly inhabited by Old Believers,
many employed in railway-related jobs. By 1901, Sloboda
had a population exceeding 700, which grew to 2,500 by
1905. The village consisted of 105 houses, six of masonry
and the remainder wooden, as well as 12 shops, a hotel,
a watermill, a textile dye works, and a state wine ware-
house. Sloboda bordered the lands of the Stu¢eva manor,
owned by the noblewoman Krutova; in 1914, the village
of Krutova was temporarily established in this area.

In 1867, influenced by the growing importance of the
railway, the relay postal station had completely lost its
former significance. A decision was made to downsize the
postal station and to repurpose the complex by housing
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izvituot policejis puorvaldi, policejis prik$nika dzeivakli
i gunsdziesieju depo.

Ryupniceiba Rézekné atsateisteja lanai. Pavadviestulé
1836. goda planam gubernis mierniks roksta, ka pilsatys
projekts naparadz vitu ryupneicom. 1849. goda Jelgovys
birgermeistars Gustavs Le$¢inskis 1snadz lyugumu laut

the district police administration, the police chief’s apart-
ment, and the fire station within it.

Industrial development in Rézekne progressed slowly.
In a cover letter accompanying the 1836 master plan, the
provincial surveyor noted that the city layout did not
allocate space for factories. In 1849, Jelgava burgomaster

A Brief History of Rézekne

24. attals. Dzelzacela tylti puor
Rézeknis upi stacejis Rézekne
I tyvuma 20. g. s. suokuos.

Figure 24. Railway bridges
near Rézekne railway station,
early 20th century.
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25. attals. Rézeknis Vacpilsata
1861. goda.

Figure 25. Old Town of
Rézekne, 1861.

Dzelzacela era

byuvet patmalis iz Rézeknis upis. 1853. goda atluove tyka
sajimta, bet patmalis suoce dorbuotis 1858. goda. 1901.
goda itama vita tyka pastateita judina turbina i suokta
elektreibys razuosona. 1856. goda tyka attaiseiti Garfunga
Berkys ceglu i vapnys cepli. 1859. goda Maslenikova
ceglu ceplis i $naba dadzynuotova. 1861. goda attaiseita
Rutkovska ols dareitova Sloboda i divejis Snaba dadzynuo-
tovys. 1869. goda Rézekneé beja septenis ryupneicys — ols
dareitova, Cetrys Snaba dareitovys, ceglu ceplis i kikzuo-
gatova. 19. godu symta beiguos, izmontojit pamateigl
starpeibu storp Rézeknis azaru i upi, tyka izbyuvatys
iudina patmalis Rézeknis Sloboda. 1902. goda Rézekné

\ Railway Era

Gustav Leschinski submitted a request to build a mill on
the Rézekne River. Although permission was granted
in 1853, the mill only began operation in 1858. In 1901,
a water turbine was installed at this site, marking the
beginning of electricity production.

In 1856, Garfunga Berka opened brick and lime kilns,
followed by Maslennikov’s brick kiln and a vodka dis-
tillery in 1859. In 1861, Rutkovsky’s brewery in Sloboda
and two additional vodka distilleries were established.
By 1869, Rézekne had seven factories: a brewery, four
distilleries, a brick kiln, and a sawmill. At the end of the
19th century, a watermill was constructed in Sloboda,
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beja 14 ryupneicys, kurys razuoja rotu smeéri, zipis, uodys,
divejis soldonumu ryupneicys, Manteifela ols dareito-
va, mada ols dareitova, etika ryupneica, treis kimiskuos

ryupneicys, divejis kruosotovys i sovam laikam moderna

kiikzuogatova pilskolna apaksa. 1910. goda gleznuotuo-
ja Vilhelma Purvisa (1872-1945) muosys veirs Ernests

Karklins (1864-1945) niulejuos Pils ilys 16 teritoreja na-
dybynu oja modernu duorzniceibu ar seSom centrali ap-
kurynojamom syltumneicom, kuruos tyka audzatys razis,
palmysii tt. Karklina duorzniceiba turpynuoja dorbuotis

ari storpkaru perioda.

1868. goda Augspilsata tyka pastateitys 30 petrolejis la-
ternysiap itti laiku suocés ari golvonds ilu brugiesona. 1871.
goda par giidu dzymtbyusonys atcelSonys desmitgadei tyka
izcalta Svatuo Nikolaja vinticeibniku bazneica. Nu suoku
tei dorbuojuos pareizticeiguos bazneicys paspuorné, tok nu
1909. gods dabuoja sovu draudzi i goreidzniku. 1911. goda

Riezyea.
Poststr u.alfe russ:Kirche,

taking advantage of the significant height difference be-
tween Lake Rézekne and the Rézekne River.

By 1902, the number of factories in Rézekne had risen
to 14. These included facilities producing wagon grease,
soap, and leather; two confectionery factories; Manteufel’s
brewery; a mead brewery; a vinegar factory; three chemical
factories; two textile dye works; a mill; and a modern saw-
mill at the foot of the castle mound. In 1910, Ernests Karklins
(1864-1945), brother-in-law of the famous painter Vilhelms
Purvitis (1872-1945), established a modern nursery garden
at what is now Pils Street 16. The garden featured six central-
ly heated greenhouses, cultivating roses, palms, and other
plants, and continued operation into the interwar period.

In 1868, 30 kerosene lamps were installed in Uphill
Town, marking one of the first steps toward modern ur-
ban infrastructure in Rézekne. Around the same time, the
paving of the main streets also began. In 1871, St. Nicholas’
Edinoverian Church was constructed to commemorate
the tenth anniversary of the abolition of serfdom. Initially
functioning under the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Church,
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26. attals. Dzelzacela tylts
i Vacpilsatys skots 1861. goda.

Figure 26. Railway bridge and
Old Town, 1861.

27. attals. Sv. Nikolaja vinticeib-
niku bazneica 1918. goda.

Figure 27. St. Nicholas’
Edinoverian Church, 1918
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28. attals. Staceja Rézekne I
19. g.s. beiguos.

Figure 28. Rézekne railway
station, late 19th century.
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divnomam izcéle zvonu tirni, sovpus zvonus pastateja tik
1936. goda. Piec Latvejis Republikys nadybynuo$onys vinti-
ceibniku bazneica tyka davinuota pareizticeigajai bazneicai.
Lamums par divnoma sliegSonu tyka pijimts 1961. gods
12. septembri, i jau decembri bazneicu nitjauce, kab datu
vitu daudzstuovu sabidryskajam centram, kurs vys natyka
izcalts. Tuo vita 1968. goda tyka izcalta kopejneica. 1888.
goda izcele kika luteranu bazneicu apmaram niulejuos
luteranu bazneicys vita, kur ndijauce 1931. gods rudini, kab
datu vitu jaunajai ceglu bazneicai.

1874. goda niuleja Latgolys 1la izacéle lels gunsgraks,
kas naipusteja varojamu Vacpilsatys kika apbyuvis dalu.

the Edinoverian congregation gained independence in
1909, along with its own clergy. A bell tower was added
to the church in 1911, although the bells themselves were
not installed until 1936.

Following the establishment of the Republic of Latvia,
the Edinoverian Church was annexed to the Orthodox
Church. On September 12, 1961, a decision was made to
close the church, and by December it was demolished
to make way for a planned multi-story public center,
a project that was ultimately never realized. Instead, a café
was constructed on the site in 1968, located at what is
today Atbrivosanas Aleja 100.
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Reagejit iz itd natiksonu, 1875. goda tyka izcalts guns-
dziesieju depo. 1887. goda bidreiba jau dorbuojuos 94 gu-
nsdziesieji i organizacejai beja sesi zyrgi. Puorsaverdt
ar breivpruoteiglis gunsdziesieju bidreibu saisteitis
dokumentus, sait, ka gunsgraki, iz kurim byutu juoisa-
rin gunsdziesiejim, natyka tik dazys reizis goda, deltam
godu symtu puormejuos gunsdziesieji pildejusu ari cytys
funkcejis, pimaram, sovuos bucuos piguoduojusi pilsatys
dzeivuotuojim dzerama iudini.

Sausaja birokratejis volida dokumentis varim skai-
teit, ka 1887. goda Rézekné registrats tik vins gunsgraks,
kura izpasteitys divejis akys. Vina nu tis beja 1685. goda
isvieteituo kiika katuolu bazneica ar vysu ikuortu. Jau
nuokusaja goda tyka lykti pamati jaunai myura bazne-
icai, kurti projektéja Reiga dzeivojasais pulu izcelsmis
divnomu projektatuojs Florians fon Viganovskis (Florian
von Wyganowsky, 1854-1914). Vyssvatuokuos Jezus Sirds
bazneica tyka Isvieteita 1900. goda.

Tyma posa laika nutyka ari Rézeknis vacticeibniku
kipinys lyugsonu noma celtniceiba. LyugSonu noms
tyka nalykumeigai calts 1885. goda, slagts 1886. goda,
i tkuorta tyka konfiscata. Tys otkon atkluots 1898. goda
i 1905. goda sajéme atluovi zvonu tirna celSonai. 1906.
goda tyka pabeigta zvonu tirpa celtniceiba i lyugsonu
noms dabuoja sovu niulejd izskotu. Sudin tys lapnojas
ar izcylu svatbilzu kolekceju i vinu nu leluokis zvonu
Latveja.

19. godu symta beiguos Rézekné beja izaveiduojusi diveji
sociali centri: tierdzniceiba beja koncentrata Vacpilsata, kur
atsaroda citums i katuolu i ebreju divnomi, bet Augspilsata

In 1888, a wooden Lutheran church was erected ap-
proximately where the current Lutheran church now
stands. This structure was demolished in the autumn
of 1931 to make way for the construction of a new brick
church, located today at Raina Street 4.

In 1874, a major fire broke out on what is now Latgales
Street, destroying a large proportion of the wooden build-
ings in the Old Town. As a response, a fire station was
constructed in 1875. By 1887, the volunteer fire brigade had
grown to include 94 firefighters and six horses. According
to records of the brigade’s activities, fires occurred only
a few times per year. As a result, around the turn of the
century, firefighters also took on additional responsibili-
ties—most notably, delivering drinking water to city resi-
dents using their water barrels.

In the dry language of bureaucracy, documents record
that only one fire occurred in Rézekne in 1887, destroy-
ing two buildings. One of them was the wooden Catholic
church, consecrated in 1685, which perished along with all
its furnishings. The following year, construction began on
a new stone church on the same site, at Latgales Street 88,
designed by Florian von Wyganowsky (1854-1914), a church
architect of Polish origin based in Riga. The Church of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus was consecrated in 1900.

Around the same time, the construction of the Rézekne
Old Believers’ prayer house was underway. Built illegally
in 1883, it was shut down in 1886 and its furnishings con-
fiscated. It reopened in 1898, and in 1905, permission was
granted for the construction of a bell tower, which was
completed the following year. Since then, the building

A Brief History of Rézekne
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29. attals. Vosorys teatris
Rézeknis pilskolna 20. g. s.
suokuos.

Figure 29. Summer theater
on castle mound, early 20th
century.
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atsaroda administrativuos Istuodis, pareizticeigis i vinti-
ceibniku divnomi i kapleica, vairuokys skolys i tureigis
dzeivuotuoju satys. Ko¢ i Augspilsata beja veikali, tierdz-
niceiba ite eipasi aktiva nabeja. Tresais sabidryskais cen-
trys ar izteiktu tierdzniceibys funkceju tyka izveiduots
20. godu symta suokuos Latgolys i Breiveibys 1lu, kai ari
Atbreivuosonys alejis krystpunkta. 1885. goda apmaram
t1, kur myusu dinuos atsaran Rézeknis autousta, atsaroda
telegrafa staceja, bet Latgolys ilys i Atbreivuosonys alejis
styuri 1887. goda niigalé tyka attaiseita Izaka Falkensteina
(1870-?) naftys produktu tierguotova. Utru tierguotovu
Falkensteins attaiseja niulejuo Centraltierga tyvuma, i tei
dorbuojuos vel 1934. 1 1940. goda.

1897. goda Rézekneé beja 10 795 dzeivuotuoji, 828 nu
tas kai sovu volidu naruodejusi latvisu, 2527 - krivu,

6442 — ebreju, 895 — pulu, 61 - vuocu, 3 - leitovisu. 44,7%

Railway Era

has retained its present form and today houses a remark-
able icon collection and one of the largest bells in Latvia.

By the end of the 19th century, two public centers had
formed in Rézekne. The Old Town, focused on trade,
included the prison and Catholic and Jewish houses of
worship. In contrast, Uphill Town served as the adminis-
trative center, home to Orthodox and Edinoverian places
of worship, a chapel, several schools, and the residences
of the wealthy. Although some shops operated in Uphill
Town, it was not a major trading area.

At the beginning of the 20th century, a third public
center with a distinctly commercial character began to
emerge at the intersection of Latgales Street, Brivibas
Street, and Atbrivosanas Aleja. In 1885, a telegraph station
was located approximately where the present-day Rézekne
bus station stands. At the corner of Latgales Street and
Atbrivo3anas Aleja, Izaks Falkensteins (1870-?) opened
an oil product shop in late 1887. He later opened another
outlet near the current Central Market, which continued
operating until 1940.

In 1897, Rézekne had 10,795 inhabitants. Of these, 828
reported Latvian as their home language, 2,527 Russian,
6,442 Jewish, 895 Polish, 61 German, and three Lithuanian.
At that time, 44.7% of the city’s population was literate.
Rézekne also had several suburbs. The largest was Sloboda
with 538 inhabitants. Smaller settlements, known as visel-
ki, included Podgorodishche (the modern Abelu Street
area) with 98 inhabitants and Pleiks$ni with 33 inhabitants.
These viselki were typically formed by families who, due to
lack of housing or for other reasons, settled outside the city.
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nu Rézeknis dzeivuotuoju prota skaiteit. Pilsatai beja
vairuokys pipilsatys, leluokuo — Rézeknis Sloboda ar
538 dzeivuotuojim, vyseloks Podgorodisce (Uobelu ilys
rajons) ar 98 dzeivuotuojim i vyseloks Pleiksni ar 33
dzeivuotuojim. Vyselki beja apdzeivuotys vitys, kurys
veiduoja saimis, kas vitys tryukuma voi cytu Imes]u de]
puorsacéle nu pilsatys.

1900. goda pilsatys tyvuma tyka atkluota dzelzacela sta-
cejis Moskova-Vindava lineja (Sudin - Staceja Rézekne IT),
tai Rézekne niisavituoja stipluok dzelzacelu krystpunktam.
Pi stacejis izaveiduoja cimats, bet pilsata suoce izaplést ari
zimelu vierzini.

1902. goda apstyprynuots tresais pilsatys plans ar 117
kvartalim, nu kuras iz ta $alti apbyuvati beja 63. Pilsatys
zimelu rabezu veiduoja Krisjana Valdemara ila (origi-
nali — Moskovskaja), austrumiis — apmaram niulejuo
Lipu ila (originali — Sebezskaja), dinavydis Saulis ila
(originali — Kijevskaja i Kurskaja), ritumis pilsatys ra-
bezu veiduoja dzelzacels, kur beja juoit ilai ar nasau-
kumu “Peterburgskaja”. Pilsatys rubezis beja paradzats
iklaut Slobodu i Dvinskys $osejis (Atbreivuosonys alejis
pusmys Rézeknis upis kreisaja krosta) pipilsatu, tok ituos
dalis tyka davinuotys Rézeknei tik 1923. goda.

Telefons pyrmi reizi Latvejis teritoreja pasaruodeja
1880. godu suokuos Reiga, kur tuo linejis pastateja uzja-
mums “Bell’, bet, suoctt ar 1885. godu, telefons palyka
par valsts monopolu. Telefonu centralis tyka pastateitys
telegrafu akuos, bet savinuojumu nadrisynuoja telefo-
nistis, kuriis dorba rezims naruodeits Moskovys tele-
fonpunkta aproksta:

In 1900, a new railway station was opened near the
city on the Moscow-Vindava line (today’s Rézekne II
Station), establishing Rézekne as a railway junction. This
encouraged the development of a station village and
spurred the city’s northward expansion.

In 1902, the third city master plan was approved, com-
prising 117 blocks, of which 63 were already built up at the
time. The planned northern city boundary was Krisjana
Valdemara Street (then Moskovskaja), the eastern boundary
approximately Liepu Street (Sebezskaja), and the southern
boundary around Saules Street (Kijevskaja and Kurskaja),
while the western limit was defined by the railway and Abelu
Street. Although the plan envisioned including Sloboda and
the suburb along the Dvinskaya Highway (the section of
today’s Atbrivosanas Aleja on the left bank of the Rézekne
River) within city limits, these territories were officially in-
corporated into Rézekne only in 1923.

The telephone appeared in Latvia in the early 1880s in
Riga, where Bell's company installed the first telephone
lines. From 1885, however, telephony became a state mo-
nopoly. Telephone exchanges were located within telegraph
offices, and connections were managed by female operators.
Working conditions are illustrated by the example of the
Moscow exchange: “the working day is not regulated,
girls are paid 13-16 kopecks per hour, receive one day
off per month, and after two years of service, a two-week
vacation. Married women are not hired, though the com-
pany deposits 2 rubles annually toward each operator’s
dowry. Upon marriage, the operator is dismissed from
service”

A Brief History of Rézekne
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30. attals. Rézeknis Slobodys
apbyuve 20. g.s. suokuos.

Figure 30. Village of Sloboda
near the railway station.
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Darba diena nav norméta, meiteném maksa 13-16
kapeikas par katru nostradato stundu, ir paredzéta viena
brivdiena ménesi, bet péc diviem nostradatiem gadiem
pienakas divu nedélu atvalinajums. Precétas sievietes
darba nenem, bet kompanija darbiniecém katru gadu
nogulda divus rublus piram un péc kazam telefoniste
tiek atlaista no darba.

1911. goda Rézekné nityka kurioza lita. Pilsata isaroda
Krivejis varys Istuozu puorstuovi, kab ireikuotu telefonu
teiklu, i konstatéja, ka ti jau ,,ilgu laiku” pastuov vairuoki
nalykumeigi telefona teikli i naskaidra statusa zemstis
teiklys. 1910. goda Rézekné jau beja 71 telefona abonents
i35 abonenti aprinki. Rézeknis telefonu centrale beja sa-
vinuota ar Vilanim, Varakluonim, Rozentovu i Rykopoli.
Vitejuos varys istuodis valdeibys nadamu vilkt “oficiald”
telefona teiklu uztvére naraidasai, deltam, ka tys pare-
dzgja gondreiz dubultu abonieSonys moksys saduordzy-
nuojumu. Rezultata riezeknisim atluove saglobuot astst
teiklu, tok tyka niisaceiti jauni tarifi, izstruoduoti i tvisti
telefonu lituosonys niisacejumi.

Saleidzynojit ar cytom gubernis pilsatom, ityma laika
Rézekné beja vyslobuokuo telefona datikSona. Rézekné
iz 195 dzeivuotuojim beja vins telefona abonents. Utraja
Vvita beja Vitebska ar vinu telefonu iz 252 dzeivuotuojim,
bet treSaja — Névele ar telefonu iz 1700 dzeivuotuojim.
Saleidzynojut ar niuleji Latvejis teritoreju, telefonu da-
imameiba Vydzemis guberna beja augstuoka tik Reiga, bet
Kirzemis guberna beja lobuoks telefonu puorkluojums
nakai Rézekné.

In 1911, an unusual incident occurred in Rézekne when
representatives of the Russian authorities arrived to install
a state-regulated telephone network. To their surprise, they
discovered that several unauthorized private networks
of unclear legal status had already been operating in the
city “for a long time” By 1910, Rézekne already had 71 tele-
phone subscribers, with an additional 35 in the surrounding
district. The Rézekne exchange was connected to Vilani,
Varaklani, Rozentova, and Rikopole.

The government’s proposal to establish an “official”
telephone network met with resistance from the local
authorities, as it would nearly double the subscription
fee. Ultimately, Rézekne residents were permitted to re-
tain the existing networks, though regulated tariffs and
standardized telephone usage rules were introduced.

At that time, Rézekne stood out among provincial cit-
ies for its telephone accessibility. It had one telephone per
195 inhabitants—surpassing Vitebsk (one per 252) and far



Juojam vara, ka viteji telefonu teikli beja narabezuo-
ti nu uorejuos pasaulis i, pimaram, Reigu ar Rézekni
telefonu teikla savinuoja tik 1928. goda. Sazinai uorpus
pilsatys voi aprinka rabezim tyka izmontuots telegrafs.

Kaiduos jumuos Rézekne atguodynuoja cytys Latvejis
pilsatys? Par pimaru, 1904. goda Rézekné struoduoja 75
armani (1882. goda - 7), sovpus Ventspili - 53, Ciesis - 26,
Jelgova — 168, bet Daugovpili - 572 vigli i 284 smogi Girma-
ni. Cytuos jamuos pilsata cisi atpalyka, pimaram, Rézekné
iz kotru 221 1lys metru beja vins petrolejis lukturs, sovpus
Reiga beja pa vinam lukturam iz kotru 27 metru, Lipuoja
—iz kotru 68, Jelgova - 71, Ventspili - 63, Daugovpili - 140,
Ludza - 208 metru.

ahead of Nevel (one per 1,700). Within the present-day
territory of Latvia, only Riga had better telephone cov-
erage in Livland Province, while in Courland Province,
several cities ranked ahead of Rézekne.

It is important to note that local telephone networks
remained isolated from long-distance communication.
Rézekne’s telephone network was only connected to Riga
in 1928. Until then, long-distance communication was
conducted via telegraph.

In some respects, Rézekne resembled other Latvian
cities. For instance, by 1904, the city employed 75 coach-
men (compared to just seven in 1882). This number placed
Rézekne ahead of Césis (26 coachmen) and Ventspils (53),
although it was behind Jelgava (168) and Daugavpils,
which had 572 light and 284 heavy coachmen.

However, in terms of public infrastructure, Rézekne
lagged behind. In 1910, the city had only one kerosene
street lamp per 221 meters, compared to one lamp per 27
meters in Riga, 68 meters in Liepaja, 71 in ]elgava, 63 in
Ventspils, 140 in Daugavpils, and 208 in Ludza.
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Puormeju laiks
(1905-1914)

. gods revoluceja ti$a veida Rézeknei dasa-
1 9 O 5 dyure moz. 1905. gods 15. oktobr dzelzacela
stacejis struodniki aizsuoce streiku, kuram dreizi dasa-
vinuoja ari cyti — ryupneicu struodniki, amatniki, ko-
Ipuotuoji i ari apleicejis pogostu zemniki. Nutykumi
kulminaceju sasnédze 23. oktobri, kod vairuokus symtus
Latgolys 1la sasapulcejusiis protesta daliniku izdzonuoja
karaspaks.

Piec revolucejis Rézeknis nacionalais sastuovs nadaudz
puorsameja, iz pilsatu puorsacéle vys vaira latgalisu. Taipat
pasalelynuoja valdeibys tolerance pret vacticeibnikim i ka-
tuolim. Tas vaira nasacente piverst pareizticeiba, i reizem
beja nivarojams ari pretejais process, kod cylvaki puor-
guoja katuolu ticeiba nu pareizticeibys.

PBIRUIA. Bomomas Jlonmm yr. Ne 2

The Latgalian
Awakening and the

Dawn of Modernity
(1905-1914)

he Revolution of 1905 had only a limited impact on

Rézekne directly. The first signs of unrest appeared
on October 15, 1905, when railway station workers initi-
ated a strike. They were soon joined by factory workers,
artisans, domestic servants, and peasants from the sur-
rounding parishes. The events culminated on October
23, when several hundred demonstrators gathered on
Latgales Street were dispersed by army forces.

In the aftermath of the Revolution, Rézekne’s ethnic
composition began to shift, with an increasing number
of Latgalians moving into the city. At the same time, the
imperial government adopted a more tolerant stance
toward Old Believers and Roman Catholics. Forced con-
versions to Orthodoxy declined, and in some cases, the
reverse process occurred, with individuals converting
from Orthodoxy to Catholicism.

During this time, what would later be called the Lat-
galian national awakening began to form in St. Peters-
burg. Here, the first Latgalian newspapers and maga-
zines started to be published: Gaisma (1905-1906), Sakla
(1906), Auseklis (1906-1907), Austra (1908), Drywa
(1908-1918), and others. In the latter, the idea of the
necessity of uniting with the Latvian governorates

A Brief History of Rézekne

31. attals. Bejusuo Rézeknis
posta staceja, 20. g.s. suokuos
policejis i gunsdziesieju kanturs.

Figure 31. Police station /
former relay station, early 20th
century.

32. attals. Latgolys ila 20. g.s.
suokuos.

Figure 32. Latgales Street, early
20th century.
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Ityma laika Piterpili suoce veiduotis tys, ki varatu saukt
par Latgolys nacionalii atmuidu. Ite suoce izit pyrmuos
latgali$u gazetys “Gaisma” (1905-1906), “Sakla” (1906),
“Auseklis” (1906-1907), “Austra” (1908), “Drywa” (1908-
1918) i cytys. Vys bizuok izskanéja diima par vajadzeibu
apsavinuot ar latvisu gubernom. DreiZi atmiida sasnédze
ari Rézekni.

1907. goda Rézeknis draudzis $kola (dybynuotuojs
Nikodems Rancans, 1870-1933), taipo$ ari Rézeknis
tierdzniceibys skola (dybynuotuojs Nikodems Rancans
i Janis Kalnins, 1880-1909) suoce vuiceit latgalisu voladu.

Ap ita laiku pasaruoda ari pyrmuos teatra izruodis lat-
galisu voluda. 1907. gods Zimyssvatkiis Rancana dzeiviik-
Ii natyka Blaumana lugys “Zagli” izruode. Sovpus 1912.
goda Eduards Kozlovskis (1878-1943) Rézekne, t.s.,
Surmoninu noma (Sudin - AtbreivuoSonys aleja 92)
niybynuoja pyrmi latvisu tipografeju “Dorbs un ziniba”.

1905. goda Rézekneé beja 16 842 dzeivuotuoju, nu kurds
110 pideréja muizniceibai, 230 guda pilsani (puorsvora
iriedni), 11 goreidzniki, 9 990 seikpilsini, 2 633 zemni-
ki, 1 433 karaveiri. Apleik pilsatai beja izaveiduojuse
Sloboda i treis pipilsatys. Rézeknis Sloboda atsaroda
dzelzacela staceja, valstei pidaraisa alkohola puorstruodis
ryupneica i lelys myltu dziernovys (Sudin - Breiveibys
ila 14b). Sloboda dzeivuoja ap 2500 dzeivuotuoju, pa-
mata — vacticeibniki, bet ar 1903. gods 10. maja impe-
ratora reikuojumu Sloboda tyka iklauta apsamessonys
jusla, kur oficiali dreikstéja dzeivuot ari ebreji. Pipilsata
iz Daugovpils Sosejis atsaroda ceglu ceplis i te dzeivuo-
ja ap 200 cylvaku. Makarovka dzeivuoja 420 cylvaku.

was increasingly expressed. Soon, the awakening also
reached Rézekne.

In 1907, Nikodems Rancans (1870-1933) began teach-
ing the Latgalian language at the Rézekne Parish School
and at the newly established Rézekne Commercial School,
which he co-founded with Janis Kalnins (1880-1909).
Around the same time, the first theatrical performances
in Latgalian began to appear. On Christmas Day in 1907,
for instance, Rancans hosted a production of Radolfs
Blaumanis’ play The Thieves in his own apartment.

The Latgalian press also gained momentum during
this period. The newspapers Gaisma and Dryva began
publication, with the latter increasingly advocating for
the unification of Latgale with the Latvian-speaking
governorates.

In 1912, Eduards Kozlovskis (1878-1943) established
the first Latvian-language printing house in Rézekne,
Dorbs un Ziniba (“Work and Knowledge”), housed in
the so-called Surmoninu House (today Atbrivosanas
Aleja 92).

By 1905, Rézekne had a population of 16,842. Of these,
110 were registered as nobility, 230 as honorary citizens
(mostly government officials), 11 as clergy, 9,990 as pet-
ty bourgeoisie, 2,633 as peasants, and 1,483 as soldiers.
Surrounding the city, several suburbs had developed,
including Sloboda, which housed the railway station,
a state-run alcohol distillery, and large flour mills (now
Brivibas Street 14b). Sloboda, home to approximately
2,500 people, predominantly Old Believers, was officially
incorporated into the Pale of Settlement by imperial
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Pipilsata, kura izaveiduoja pi niulejuos stacejis Rézekne
IT dzeivuoja ap 300 cylvaku, ite ari atsaroda ceglu cep-
lis i vapnys dadzynuotova, kiipa Rézeknis pipilsatuos
dzeivuoja ap 3420 cylvaku. Pilsata nu 2072 satu 307 beja
myura; 350 satom beja metala, puorejom - kiuka jum-
tu sagumi. Kapa pilsata beja 48 ilys i skarsilys, kuris
kiipejais garums veiduoja 40 kilometru, nu kuras pici
kilometri beja brugati i napylnus treis kilometrus kluoja
asfaltbetons. Pilsata beja 181 petrolejis laterna. Pilsata
nabeja ni iudina voda, ni kanalizacejis. Leita iudina
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decree on May 10, 1903, thus allowing Jews to settle there
as well.

The suburb along the Daugavpils highway contained
a brick kiln and had about 200 inhabitants. Makarovka had
420 residents, while the area near what is now Rézekne II
Station, home to a brick kiln and a lime kiln, had around
300 inhabitants. In total, about 3,420 people lived in
Rézekne’s outlying suburbs.

Of the city’s 2,072 buildings, 307 were made of stone.
Some 350 houses had metal roofs, while the rest were
roofed with wood. Rézekne had 48 streets and alleys,
with a combined length of 40 kilometers, of which only
five kilometers were paved and fewer than three kilo-
meters were asphalted. The city had 181 kerosene street
lamps.

At that time, Rézekne still lacked a centralized water
supply or sewage system. Rainwater was drained via
a 360-meter-long system of wooden pipes. Wastewater and
cesspit contents were removed from the city using wooden
barrels. Most water for both drinking and household use
was drawn from the Rézekne River, Lake Rézekne, or from
the relatively few wells. The installation of deep wells had
only just begun.

At the beginning of the 20th century, Rézekne had
seven educational institutions: four schools for boys, one
for girls, two coeducational schools, and a Sunday school.
The city also supported two libraries and one reading
room. Cultural and intellectual life was enriched by three
printing houses, a lithography shop, and a photographic
studio. Rézekne offered six hotels and 20 taverns, while
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33. attals. 1909. gods Rézeknis
pilsatys plans.

Figure 33. Town plan of Réze-
kne, 1909.
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34. attals. Iudina vediejs
dzyrdynoj zyrgu Rézeknis upé.
20. g. s. suokuos.

Phxunna —Rdjitsa. N 12.

Topoas u p. Phxuua.

Figure 34. Water carrier wa-
tering a horse in the Rézekne
River, early 20th century.

kanalizaceja beja ap 360 metru gara i veiduota nu kika | civic life was supported by a temperance society and

caurulu, cikom natakiudinus i ateju saturu nu pilsatys
izvede kitka bucuos. Iudini kai saimisteibys vajadzeibom,
tai lituoSonai uztura vys puorsvora jéeme nu Rézeknis
upis i Rézeknis azara, kai ari relativi nadaudzajom okom,
tika beja aizsuokta ari pyrmuo dzilarbuma ireikuosona.

a charitable organization that assisted residents with
treatment and funeral costs, and other essential expenses.

Public safety and emergency services were provid-
ed by two fire brigades—a municipal fire brigade and
a volunteer fire brigade—and a force of 21 peace officers
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Pilsata beja septenis $kolys: Cetrys puisu, vina margu,
divejis jauktuos i svatdinis $kola. Beja divejis bibliotekys
ivina laseitova, treis tipografejis, litografeja, fotografeja.
Rézekné beja sesys visneicys i 20 kragi. Suoce dorbuotis
attureibniku bidreiba i lobdareibys organizaceja, kura
paleidzéja dzeivuotuojim ar uorstieSonuos, apglobuo-
Sonys i cytu izdavumu segSonu. Pilsata beja divejis gu-
nsdziesieju komandys - pilsatys i breivpruoteigi guns-
dziesieji, kuorteibu uzturéja 21 kuorteibsorgs. Finansu
sfera pilsata dorbuojuos banka, diveji bankeru kanturi,
pilsatys sovstarpejuos apdriisynuosonys bidreiba i osto-
nis dazaidys apdriisynuosonys organizacejis. Juridiskis
pakolpuojumus nadrasynuoja diveji notariali kanturi.

Dzeivuotuoju goreiguos vajadzeibys apmirynuoja di-
vejis pareizticeiguos, divejis vacticeibniku, vina katuolu
i vina luteranu bazneica, kapleica, ostoni ebreju lyug-
$onu nomi. Bez Vaciis kopu, kur beja katuolu, luteranu
i pareizticeigiis kopi, beja ari 18. godu symta izveiduoti
ebreju kopi, 1858. goda izveiduoti vacticeibniku kopi
i pareizticeigis kopi, kas izveiduoti 1900. goda niuleja
Upis ila. Nav izslagts, ka suoce veiduotis ari niuleji Mira
ilys kopi.

Pilsata beja ostonis ryupneicys ar 59 darbinikim, 105
amatniku darbneicys ar 350 darbinikim i lipu kautive.
Rézekné dzeivuoja ap 1000 byuvniku, kuri bizi deveés
struoduot iz lelom pilsatom i iz dzelzacela byuvniceibys
projektim.

Tai kai gondreiZ vysa ryupniceiba ityma laika beja
balsteita iz tglu dadzynuosonu, gaiss ryupnicyskajuos
pilsatuos beja stypri pisarnuots i smogs beja gondreiz

ensured order in the city. Financially, the city was served
by a bank, two banking offices, a municipal mutual in-
surance society, and eight other insurance organizations.
Legal services were provided by two notary offices.

The spiritual needs of the population were met by
a diverse array of religious institutions: two Orthodox
churches, two Old Believer houses of prayer, a Catholic
church, a Lutheran church, a chapel, and eight Jewish
prayer houses. The city’s cemeteries reflected this reli-
gious diversity. In addition to the Old Cemetery, which
included Catholic, Lutheran, and Orthodox sections,
there was the Jewish cemetery established in the 18th
century, the Old Believer cemetery founded in 1858, and
a new Orthodox cemetery opened in 1900 on what is
now Upes Street. It is also possible that the cemeteries
on today’s Miera Street began forming during this period.

Economically, the city supported eight factories employ-
ing 59 workers, 105 artisan workshops with 350 workers,
and a municipal slaughterhouse. Approximately 1,000
construction workers lived in Rézekne, many of whom
traveled to larger cities or railway construction sites for
employment.

In an era when most industry relied on coal and indus-
trial cities grappled with heavy air pollution and near-dai-
ly smog, Rézekne and Latgale offered a stark contrast.
Their industrial backwardness made them attractive sum-
mer destinations for officials and their families from the
imperial capital, a trend bolstered by excellent train con-
nections. St. Petersburg residents often bought or rented
summer homes in Latgale, significantly boosting the local
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35. attals. Krivu zanu
gimnazeja 20. g. s. suokuos.

Figure 35. Russian boys’
gymnasium, early 2oth century.
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kasdinys paruodeiba. Rézekne i vyspuor Latgola del so-
vys industrialuos atpaliceibys beja pivilceiga vita valsts
iriednim nu imperatora golvyspilsatys i jis saimem, kur
pavadeit vosorys. T vé] vaira veicynuoja loba vilcinu
satiksme. Piterpilisi Latgola isaguoduoja voi niimuoja
vasarneicys, tai damt lelu iguldejumu viteja ekonomis-
kaja izaugsmé. Duorzu ila ar dazom rekonstrukcejom
vél Sudin sasaglobuojusys vairuokys tradicionaluos 2o0.
godu symta suoku iris vosorys satys.

Pilsata pulcéja energiskus i talanteigus sabidryskis
darbinikus i te vys vaira uzplauka sabidryskuo dzeive.
1910. goda Francs Kemps par Rézekni raksteja:

Phxnna—Réjitsa. Ne 8.

Myxckaa ruMEasia.
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economy. A few of these traditional early 20th-century
rented summer houses on Darzu Street still survive today,
albeit in reconstructed form.

The city also attracted energetic and talented pub-
lic figures, fostering a vibrant and increasingly active
public life. In 1910, Francis Kemps (1876-1952) wrote
of Rézekne:

“Latgalians and Balts [Baltic Latvians] first met and
joined hands in common public work. Rézekne witnessed
these initial steps, becoming the source of life’s breath
flowing to all corners of Latgale. Theater groups, savings-
and-loan societies, singing groups, and agricultural so-
cieties spread to all parishes, transforming the long-suf-
fering Latgale through serious undertakings interspersed
with entertaining events. Rézekne, this central city of
Latgale, once solely in the hands of Jews and Russians,
is now rapidly developing into Latgale’s capital, drawing
Latgalian moral and economic forces to itself. A social
Latvian society has just opened here, aiming to acquire
property, build its own house, and thus establish some-
thing akin to the Riga Latvian Society in Rézekne.”

At the time, Rézekne’s cultural life included a museum,
a temperance folk house, the summer theater Rositten
on the castle mound, a city club, two libraries, two print-
ing houses, two photography studios, and the city’s first
cinema, Oaze.

At the turn of the 20th century, Rézekne still lacked
an electricity connection. In 1901, the first turbine in
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Latgaliesi un baltiesi [AU: na-Latgolys latvisi] pirmo
reiz iepazinas un sadeva rokas pie kopiga sabiedriska
darba. Par $o pirmo solu skatitaju bija Rézekne, no kurie-
nes dzivibas vésma saka plist uz visiem Latgales stiriem.
Teatra pulcini un kraj-aizdevu sabiedribas, dziedataju
kopas un zemkopibas biedribas izplatijas pa visiem pa-
gastiem, un ta tiri nopietnie pasakumi, parmainus ar uz-
jautrino$iem izrikojumiem, sacéla un pie dzivibas sauca
tumso, gadu simteniem novarguso Latgali. [..] Rézekne,
§1 Latgales centrala pilséta, kura lidz $im atradas tikai
71du un krievu rokas, tagad atri izvérsas par Latgales

Latgale was installed in the mill, and for a time, its out-
put sufficed for the city’s limited needs. However, as
electrification expanded, the turbine’s capacity quickly
became inadequate. In 1909, the press reported that an
engineer from Livland had drawn up a project to electrify
the city, and by autumn of the following year, Rézekne’s
streets were expected to be illuminated. Yet by 1912, the
need for additional electricity sources was already being
discussed, and in 1914, a large-scale electrification plan
was drawn up. These ambitions, however, were halted
by the outbreak of the First World War.

A Brief History of Rézekne

36. attals. Pogolma apbyuve
Vacpilsata.

Figure 36. Courtyard in Old
Town.
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galvas pilsétu un savelk uz sevim latgalie$u moraliskus un
ekonomiskus spékus. Nupat Se atklata saviesiga latviesu
biedriba, kura censas iegiit sev nekustamu ipasumu, iz-
bavét savu namu un tada veida nodibinat Rézekné kaut
ko lidzigu Rigas Latviesu Biedribai.

Kulturys dzeivi ityma laika Rézekné nadrasynuoja mu-
zejs, attureibniku tautys noms, vosorys teatris “Rositten”
pilskolna, pilsatys klubs, divejis bibliotekys, divejis tipo-
grafejis i divejis fotografejis istuodis, taipos ari tika attai-
seitais pyrmais kinoteatris “Oaze”.

Pilsata vé] nabeja elektreibys pislaguma. 1901. goda
Lesc¢inska patmalés tyka ireikuota pyrmuo turbina Latgola,
kurys jaudys beja piteikamys pilsatys vajadzeibom iz eisu
laiku, bet, plaugut elektrifikacejai, turbinys jaudys suoce
izabeigt. 1909. goda prese viestej, ka kaids Vydzemis cyl-
vaks ir izstruoduojs projektu i leidz nuokusuo gods rudi-
nam Rézeknis ilys apgaismuos ar elektreibu. Vajadzeiba
piec papyldu elektreibys olutu tyka apsprista 1912. goda,
i1914. goda tyka paradzata lela maraga pilsatys elektrifi-
kaceja, tok itits planus izjauce kars.

Termoelektrostaceja (TEC) niuleja Krosta 1la suoce
dorbuotis tik 1918. goda, i 1920. gods suokuos ar tuos
sarazuotu elektreibu pityka tik ilu i aku apgaismuo$onai.
1921. goda presé raksteja, ka tryukst leidzeklu kurynoja-
muo pierkSonai, parti Rézeknei elektreiba tyka piguo-
duota tik iz dazom stundem vokora, i pat tys beja Ispiej-
ams tik, pasasokiit Rézeknis divizejis Stabam, kas kotru
mienesi piguoduoja apmaram 7,5 kubikmetrus molkys.
1924. goda pilsata paraksteja leigumu ar uzjamuma AEG

The Latgalian Awakening and the Dawn of Modernity

The city’s first thermal power plant, located on what
is now Krasta Street, began operating only in 1918. In the
early 1920s, its output was sufficient only for basic street
and building lighting. A 1921 press report noted that due
to a lack of funds for fuel, electricity in Rézekne was
available for only a few hours each evening, made possi-
ble solely thanks to the Rézekne Division Headquarters,
which supplied approximately 7.5 cubic meters of fire-
wood each month.

In 1924, the city signed an agreement with the Riga
branch of AEG, and in 1925, the coal-fired thermal power
plant at the foot of the castle mound was integrated into
the city grid. It was rebuilt in 1926, and a second unit
was added the following year. By then, the plant served
around 1,300 subscribers.

Yet by 1931, electricity production was once again in-
sufficient. In 1934, negotiations began with Daugavpils
on purchasing electricity, though there was concern that
any cable failure could leave Rézekne without power for
an extended period. As a result, the city also considered
increasing its own production capacity. One proposal
involved constructing a hydroelectric power plant near
the mill.

Finally, on August 1, 1937, the longest power line in
the country at the time, linking Rézekne and Daugavpils,
was put into operation.

In 1910, the first Latgalian agricultural, industrial, and
craft exhibition was held on Rézekne castle mound. Visi-
tors could acquaint themselves with the latest trends and
technologies in these fields, including state-of-the-art



Reigys niidalu, bet 1925. goda pilsatys teikla ikluove aglu
syltuma elektrostaceju pilskolna apaksa. 1926. goda elek-
trostaceja tyka puorbyuvata i cytugod pivinuota Gtruo
vineiba. Elektrostaceja apkolpuoja 1300 abonentu. 1931.
goda otkon suoce datryukt elektreibys. 1934. goda tyka
suoktys sarunys ar Daugovpili par elektreibys isaguo-
duosonu, tok tyma posa laika beja ari plans palelynuot
autonomai razuotuos elektreibys jaudys, parti ka ga-
dini, ka elektreibu piguoduotu nu Daugovpils i lineja
gadeitiis kaids biijjuojums, Rézekni varatu pamest bez
elektreibys iz ilgu laiku. Kai vins nu variantu beja irei-
kuot hidroelektrostaceju pi Jaskovskys dziernovu. 193;.
gods 1. augusta suoce dorbuotis garuokuo elektrolineja
valsti storp Rézekni i Daugovpili.

1910. goda Rézeknis pilskolna niityka pyrmuo Latgolys
zemkipeibys, ryupniceibys i amatniceibys izstuode, kur
apmaklatuojim beja vareiba Ipasazeit ar jaunuokajom
tendencem i tehnologejom, tyma skaita modernuoka-
jom zemkiipeibys masynom, kai ari puortykys i cytim
razuojumim, amatniku dorbim, zemniku razu i lapim.
Izstuodé pisadaleja na tik muizniki, tok ari cytu kuortu
puorstuovi. Izstuodi pavadeja boguoteiga kulturys prog-
rama, lela dala sareikuojumu niityka latgaliski. Utruo
lauksaimisteibys izstuode natyka 1913. goda. Izstuodis
vél vaira veicynuoja nacionaluos posapzinis veiduosoniis,
ijau naatkareiguos Latvejis laikas, 1920. godis, tradiceja
tyka atjaunuota.

agricultural machinery, food and other consumer prod-
ucts, artisan crafts, peasant harvests, and livestock. Impor-
tantly, participation in the exhibition extended beyond the
nobility to include representatives of other social classes.
The event featured a rich cultural program, much of which
took place in the Latgalian language. The Second Agricul-
tural Exhibition followed in 1913. These exhibitions played
a significant role in fostering national self-awareness and
were later revived in the 1920s during the period of Latvian
independence.
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37. attals. Vacpilsatys apbyuve
vuocu okupacejis laika 1918.

goda.

Figure 37. Buildings in Old
Town under German occupa-
tion, 1918.

Pyrmuo pasaula kara

laiks i tuo sakys
(1914-1920)

Rizeknei Pyrmais pasaula kars dasadyure saleidzy-
Usi moz, tok kara itekme iz pilsatu beja milzeiga.
Vuocu armejis kusteiba iz zimelim 1915. goda nistuoja
pi Daugovys, tyka okupata Kiirzeme i lela dala Zemgalis,
tok Latgola i Vydzemis teritorejis palyka Krivejis impe-
rejis sastuova. 1915. gods 2. oktobri imperators Nikolajs
II (Huxoaaii II Pomaros, 1868-1918) ar trinmantiniku
Alekseju (Axexceti Pomaros, 1904-1918) frontis linejis ap-
mekliejuma laika isaroda Rézekné. Ityma laika Rézekni

First World War and Its
Aftermath

(1914-1920)

ézekne saw little direct military engagement during

he First World War, yet the war’s influence on the
city was immense. The German army’s movement north
in 1915 stopped at the Daugava River, with Courland
and a large part of Semigallia being occupied, but the
territories of Latgale and Livland remained part of the
Russian Empire. On October 2, 1915, Emperor Nicholas
IT (Nikolai IT Romanov, 1868-1918) and his heir Alexei
(Alexei Romanov, 1904-1918) arrived in Rézekne during
a visit to the front line. At this time, Rézekne was over-
flowing with refugees. While in 1914 Rézekne had 22,800
inhabitants, in 1916 the number of people in the city had
reached 30,000. Rézekne residents tried to leave the city,
and factories and schools were also evacuated. In 1915,
ten train cars containing the property of the Rézekne
craft school were transported to Rzhev, and in 1917, the
property of the Rézekne state men’s gymnasium was
transported to Skopin, including, among other things,
the archaeological museum collection, a physics cabinet
with a dynamo machine, a library, furniture, musical
instruments, etc.

On April 17, 1915, an order was issued for the reloca-
tion of Jews away from the frontline zone, as the Russian
government was concerned that Jews might be spying for
Germany. Many Rézekne Jews were also forcibly deported
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puorpildéja biegli. Ka 1914. goda Rézekné beja 22 800
dzeivuotuoju, 1916. goda cylvaku skaits beja sasnidzs
30 000. Riezeknisi raudzeja pilsatu pamest, tyka eva-
kuatys ari ryupneicys i Skolys. 1915. goda iz RZevu tyka
izvasti desmit vilcina vagonu ar Rézeknis omotu skolys
inventaru, 1917. goda iz Skopinu izvede Rézeknis valsts
veiriSu gimnazejis inventaru, tuo vyda beja ari muzeja ar-
heologejis kruojums, izvede fizikys kabinetu ar dinamo
masynu, biblioteku, mebelis, muzykys instrumentus i tt.

1915. gods 17. apreli tyka izdita paviele par ebreju
puorcelSonu nu pifrontis zonys, kam Krivejis valdeiba uz-
atrauce, ka ebreji varatu spiguot Vuocejis loba. Ari daudzi
Rézeknis ebreji tyka pispidu kuorta deportati iz Ikskrivejis
gubernom. Nacionalas i socialistiskiis ideju nasastypry-
nuosona Eiropa i napopularais kars izraiseja styprus
socialiis savilnuojumus. 1917. gods februari tyka guozts
imperators Nikolajs II i Krivejis impereja cara valdeibu
nimaineja demokratiska pagaidu valdeiba, kuru viestu-
ris literatura cytraiz sauc par Kerenska Pagaidu valdeibu
(Asexcandp Keperckuil, 1881-1970). Marta nu vitejuo gar-
nizona puorstuovu pasniisadybynuoja Rézeknis soldotu,
struodniku i zemniku deputatu padime. Pie¢uok naty-
kusajuos vielieSonuos 62 bolsus sajéme pilsata navituo-
tuo garnizona puorstuovi, 39 — pilsatu kuortys (15 ebreji,
g vacticeibniki, 7 latvisi, 5 pareizticeigi i 3 puli). Juli natyka
Rézeknis diimis vielieSonys.

Valsts administrativais sadalejums nasamaineja, parta
treis Latgolys aprinki vys vé] palyka Vitebskys guberna, tok
kai Latgola, tai Vydzeme arvin vaira izsaceja redzini, ka
Latgolys latvisi ir dala nu latvisu tautys. Jau 1889. goda

Sonnragmorgen.
- in-Rositten.

A Brief History of Rézekne

38. attals. Tierga dina Rézekné
1918. goda.

Figure 38. Sunday market in
Rézekne, 1918.
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39. attals. Pyrmais Latgolys
latvis$u kongress.

Figure 39. First Congress of
Latgalian Latvians.
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etnografs Matiss Silin$ (1861-1942) izzeiméja Latvejis
karti tyvai niulejim valsts rabezim, kur vina teritoreja
apvinuoja Kirzemis i Vydzemis gubernis, kai ari Vitebskys
gubernis latvisu dalis.

1910. goda Francs Kemps latvisu volada izdeve gruo-
motu “Latgaliesi’, kurh adreséja Baltejis gubernu latvisim,
partii ka “latviSu literatura radzama sovaida plaisa, kit
roda rokstu tryukums par Latvejis tresit dalu — Latgolu.”
Arilatvisu i latgaliSu presé beja gona daudz leidzeiga satura
rokstu, kas puorsvora beja publicati Piterpill. 1917. goda ap-
rela beiguos (piec vacuo styla) tyka sasaukts Pyrmais Lat-

golys latvisu kongress, kura pisadaleja latgalisi i cyttautisi

First World War and Its Aftermath

to the internal Russian governorates. The strengthening
of national and socialist ideas in Europe and the unpop-
ular war caused strong social upheaval. In February 1917,
Emperor Nicholas IT was overthrown, and the tsarist gov-
ernment in the Russian Empire was replaced by a dem-
ocratic provisional government. In March, the Rézekne
Council of Soldiers, Workers, and Peasants’ Deputies
was spontaneously formed from representatives of the
local garrison. In later elections, 62 votes were received
by representatives of the garrison stationed in the city,
39 by urban estates (15 Jews, nine Old Believers, seven
Latvians, five Orthodox, and three Poles). In July, Rézekne
city council elections were held.

Despite the growing national consciousness, the state
administrative division remained unchanged during this
period, and the three Latgale districts continued to be part
of the Vitebsk Governorate. Nevertheless, voices from
both Latgale and Livland increasingly emphasized that
Latgalians were an integral part of the Latvian nation. As
early as 1889, ethnographer Matiss Silins (1861-1942) had
compiled a map of Latvia with borders closely resembling
the present-day outline, uniting the Courland Governo-
rate with the Latvian-populated parts of the Livland and
Vitebsk governorates into a single national territory. In
1910, Francis Kemps published a book titled Latgalians in
Latvian, addressing readers in the Baltic governorates and
highlighting a notable gap in Latvian literature, the lack of
writing on the “third part of Latvia,” Latgale. Numerous
articles echoing similar sentiments were published, pri-
marily in St. Petersburg, in both the Latvian and Latgalian
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nu vysys Latgolys. Kongresa tyka A
pljimts lamums par vajadzeibu 3
atdaleit Latgolu nu Vitebskys gu- *& 5
bernis i apvinuot ta ar Vydzemis

i Kiirzemis gubernom, bet Krive-
jis pagaidu valdeiba it praseibu
naapmirynuoja.

1917. gods septembr tyka dyby-
nuota Krivejis Republika, bet piec
tai sauktuos Oktobra revolucejis
vara niiguoja bolSeviku ritkuos
ar Vladimiru Leninu (Baadumup
Havuy Yavanos (Aenun), 1870-
1924) priskgola. Pilsatuos, tyma
skaita ari Rézekné, izaveiduoja
padimu varys organi — Kara revo-
lucionaruos komitejis. Decembri
Latvejis bolseviki pasludynuoja
Iskolata Latveju (saeisynuojums
nu krivu vol. “McnioaHnTeAbHBII
xomuTeT AarBun” aba “Latvejis iz-
pildkomiteja”) ar Frici Ruozinu
(Rozinu) (1870-1919) priskgola, kas dorbuojuos dive-
jus mieneSus. Decembri Rézekné nittyka Utrais Latgolys
kongress, piec kura iniciativys izguoja Tautys komisaru
padiimis reikuojums par Rézeknis, Ludzys i Daugovpils
aprinku atdaleiSonu nu Vitebskys gubernis i davinuo$onu
Vydzemis gubernai. 1919. gods 22. janvari tyka atlaista
Rézeknis pilsatys dime. Bez valdeibys pilsata suocés
laupeiSonys i nakuorteibys, deltam dzeivuotuoji syuteja

 Plan der Stadf

= ==1  press.Inlate April 1917 (Old Style),
the First Latgalian Latvian Con-
gress convened, bringing togeth-
er Latgalians and representatives
of other nationalities from across
Latgale. The congress resolved
to demand the separation of Lat-
gale from the Vitebsk Governo-
rate and its unification with the
Livland and Courland governo-
rates. However, the Provisional
Government did not implement
this proposal.

In September 1917, the Russian
Republic was founded, but after
the so-called October Revolution,
power came into the hands of the
Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin
(Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (Lenin),
1870-1924). In cities, including
Rézekne, Soviet government bod-
ies were established—Military
Revolutionary Committees. In December, Latvian Bol-
sheviks instituted Iskolat Latvia (abbreviation from Rus-
sian “VcnioanureapHbIil Komuret AatBun — Executive
Committee of Latvia”), led by Fricis Rozins (1870-1919),
which operated for two months. In December, Rézekne
hosted the Second Latgale Congress, on whose initiative
the Council of People’s Commissars issued an order for
the separation of Rézekne, Ludza, and Daugavpils districts
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40. attals. Rézeknis plans 1918.
goda.

Figure 40. Rézekne town plan,
1918.
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satu i nidybynuot kuorteibu. Delegacejis daliniku vyda
beja ipriskejais pilsatys golva barons Leons Manteifels
(Leon Jan J6zef Manteuffel-Szoege, 1865-1951), uorsts
ibejusais damis prisksadatuojs Haims Grodzinskis, zems-
tis prisksadatuojs Piters Zadvinskis (1891-1965) i cytys
pilsata zynomys personys.

1918. gods 22. februar Latgola iguoja vuocu armeja (1918.
gods janvari Latgola kapa ar Padiimu Kriveju puorguo-
ja iz Gregora kalendaru, deltam 31. janvars palyka par 14.
februari, tys naizeimej, ka storp Rézeknis diimis atlaisSonu
i vuociSu mSonu paguoja tik divejis nedelis, na mieness).
Tai kai Sorkonuo armeja Latgolu beja praktiski pamatu-
se, vuocu armeja fjéme pilsatu ar niceigim spakim. Marta
Vuocejis valdeiba sajeme lyugumu Latgolu davinuot Baltejis
gubernom, kurys augusta tyka likvidatys, bet eislaiceiga-
jas vuocu varys Istuozu veiduotajus Baltejis hercogistis
(03.1918-09.1918) i Baltejis valsts (09.1918-11.1918) projektts
beja iklauts ari Latgolys kantons. 18. maja Rézekné tyka
svineigi uzjimts Vuocejis austrumu frontis komanders
Bavarejis princs Leopolds (Leopold Maximilian Joseph
Maria Arnulf von Wittelsbach, 1846-1930), bet novembri
vuoci$im Rézekne beja juoatstuoj i 1. decembrT pilsata iguo-
ja Sorkonuo armeja. Vara atsagrize bolseviku ritkuos, bet
Rézekne tyka Padiimu Latvejis sastuova ar Peéteri Stucku
(1865-1932) priskgola.

1919. gods maija bolSeviki tyka padzeiti nu Reigys
i Latvejis Socialistiskuos Padimu Republikys (LPSR)
Centraluo komiteja evakugjuos iz Rézekni i Velikije Lukim.
Rézekné isaroda vairuokys tyukstasys komunistu, partejis

from the Vitebsk Governorate and their annexation to the
Governorate of Livonia. On January 22, 1919, the Rézekne
city council was dissolved. Without a government, looting
and unrest erupted in the city. Residents, desperate for order,
sent a delegation to the German army, urging it to quickly
take control of the city and establish peace. Among the
delegation members were the former city head, Baron Leon
Manteuftel (Leon Jan Jézef Manteuffel-Szoege, 1865-1951),
doctor and former council chairman Chaim Grodzinsky,
zemstvo chairman Péteris Zadvinskis (1891-1965), and other
well-known people in the city.

On February 22,1918, the German army entered Latgale.
Earlier, on January 31, 1918, Latgale, along with Soviet
Russia, had adopted the Gregorian calendar, so January
31 became February 14, meaning that only two weeks,
rather than a full month, had passed since the disso-
lution of the Rézekne city council. As the Red Army
had effectively abandoned Latgale, German forces oc-
cupied the cities of the region with minimal resistance.
In March, the German government received a request
to annex Latgale to the Baltic governorates, although
the short-lived projects of the Duchy of Courland and
Semigallia (March 1918-September 1918) and the Baltic
State (September 1918-November 1918), created by the
German authorities, also included a Latgalian canton.

On May 18, 1918, the commander of the German Eastern
Front, Prince Leopold of Bavaria (Leopold Maximilian
Joseph Maria Arnulf von Wittelsbach, 1846-1930), was
received with ceremony in Rézekne. However, follow-
ing Germany’s defeat in the First World War, German



darbiniku i ari karaspaka vineibys, tok pilsata tryuka
vitys tils izmytynuo$onai, taipo$ ari puortykys rezervu,
deltam naapmirynuoteiba beja kai nu evakuatas, tai ari
dzeivuotuoju pusis. Komunistim Latgola beja vysai zama
popularitate — Rézekné Latvejis komunistiskajai partejai
(LKP) beja tik 76 bidri, cikom Latgola, pamata de] Romys
katuolu bazneicys itekmis, beja tik 4,7% nu LKP bidru
kiipskaita. 1919. gods septembri niityka ostonu ilu, diveju
bulvaru i vina laukuma nasaukumu maina, atsabreivojat
nu “kontrrevolucionarim nasaukumim’, $koluos beja lauts
vuiceit barnus dzymtajuos voliaduos.

1920. gods 21. janvara reita Latvejis armejis vuocu
zemissorgu niidala isalauze Rézekné i padzyna padamu
karaspaku, gondreiZ bez ceinis 1jéme Rézeknis dzelza-
cela mazglu i pilsatu, leidz ar tit Rézeknis statuss vélreiz
puorsameja - tei tyka par aprinka pilsatu jaunaja Latvejis
Republika.

troops began to withdraw, and on December 1, the Red
Army re-entered the city. Soviet power was reestablished,
and Rézekne became part of Soviet Latvia, led by Péteris
Stucka (1865-1932).

In May 1919, following the expulsion of the Bolsheviks
from Riga, the Central Committee of the Latvian Socialist
Soviet Republic (LSSR) evacuated to Rézekne and Velikiye
Luki. Several thousand communists, party officials, and
military units arrived in Rézekne, but the city lacked ad-
equate housing and food supplies to accommodate them,
leading to widespread dissatisfaction among both the evac-
uees and local residents. Communist influence in Latgale
remained limited—there were only 76 Latvian Communist
Party (LKP) members in Rézekne, while in Latgale overall,
communists made up just 4.7% of LKP membership, largely
due to the influence of the Roman Catholic Church.

In September 1919, eight streets, two boulevards, and one
square in Rézekne were renamed, eliminating “counter-rev-
olutionary” place names. At the same time, educational
reforms allowed children to be taught in their native
languages.

On the morning of January 21, 1920, a unit of the Latvian
Army, the German Freikorps, entered Rézekne. Meeting
little resistance, they quickly drove out the Soviet forces and
secured the railway junction and the city. This once again
transformed Rézekne’s status: it now became a district town
within the newly independent Republic of Latvia.
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(21.01.1920-17.06.1940)
Pieckara periods

Latvejis valsts izveide tyka pasludynuota 1918. gods
18. novembr, tok patiseiba jaunajai valstei vé] nabeja
nuteiktu rabezu, finansu, armejis. Vuocu armeja vé] beja
kluotyn valsts teritoreja, bet boleviki raudzeja atjaunuot
Padimu Latveju.

1918. gods 1. decembri Padiimu Kriveja ibruka Latvejis
teritoreja, bet 17. decembri tyka izdats manifests par
Latvejis Padiimu Republikys izveidi. Jau 1919. gods jan-
varl gondreiz vysa Latvejis teritoreja niisastyprynuoja
padimu vara, naskaitat dalu Lipuojis aprinka, kur ap-
samete ari Latvejis Republikys Pagaidu valdeiba ar tuos
vadeituoju Karli Ulmani (1877-1942) priskgola. Padimu
Latvejis valdeiba aizsuoce teroru, kura laika tyka nagaly-
nuoti daudzi izgleituoti i tureigi riezeknisi.

Breiveibys ceinu rezultata izadeve padzeit bolSevikus
nu Reigys, i 1919. gods maja Padamu Latvejis valdeiba
puorsacéle iz Rézekni. 1920. gods 21. janvara reita bolse-
viki tyka padzeiti nu Rézeknis i dreizi ari nu puorejuos
Latgolys teritorejis. 1. februari tyka naslagts pamirs ar
Kriveju, kuram sekuoja mira leigums i pakuopeniska
storptautyska Latvejis Republikys atzeiSona.

Rézekné, leidzeigai kai cytvit puoreja Latvejis teritore-
ja, itys laiks beja ciSi smogs. Pilsata beja ilgstasi atsarodu-
$§i padiimu, tod vuocu, tod otkon padimu brunuoti spaki
i vysubeidzat - naatkareigys Latvejis valsts Karzemis

Interwar Period

(21.01.1920-17.06.1940)
Post-War Period

On November 18, 1918, the establishment of the Latvian
state was proclaimed. However, in reality, the newly
declared state lacked defined borders, finances, and an
army. The German army remained stationed on Latvian
territory, while the Bolsheviks aimed to restore Soviet
control over Latvia. On December 1, 1918, Soviet Russia
invaded Latvian lands, and on December 17, a manifes-
to was issued declaring the establishment of the Latvian
Soviet Republic. By January 1919, Soviet power had been
established over almost all of Latvia, except for part of the
Liepaja district, where the Provisional Government of the
Republic of Latvia, led by Karlis Ulmanis (1877-1942), had
taken refuge. The Soviet Latvian government unleashed
a campaign of terror, during which many educated and
wealthy citizens were murdered.

Following the Freedom Fights, Bolshevik forces were
driven out of Riga, and in May 1919, the Soviet Latvian gov-
ernment relocated to Rézekne. On the morning of January
21, 1920, the Bolsheviks were expelled from Rézekne and
soon after from the rest of Latgale. An armistice with Russia
was concluded on February 1, followed by a peace treaty
and gradual international recognition of the Republic of
Latvia.

This period was especially difficult for Rézekne and
for Latvia as a whole. The city had endured continuous
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divizeja. Nu karaveiru nabeja sagaidami augsti morali
standarti, higienys praseibys voi cins pret pilsatu, kur ti
beja izvituoti, i tuos dzeivuotuojim. Atsakuoput bolseviki
izvede nu Rézeknis vysu, kil varéja paspét, tyma skaita ari
gunsdzieseibys apreikuojumu, rytasa dzelzacela sastuo-
vu, telefonu linejis apreikuojumuii tt. Pilsatys saimisteiba
atsaroda nazalojama stuovikli, nabeja nikaidu pospuor-
valdis organu, vara pilsata pideréja kara komandantam. 28.

occupation by Soviet, then German, then again Soviet
armed forces, and finally by the Courland Division of
the independent Latvian state. Soldiers stationed in the
city were not expected to observe high moral standards,
hygiene, or respect for the city and its inhabitants. Upon
retreat, the Bolsheviks stripped Rézekne of everything
valuable, including firefighting equipment, rolling stock,
telephone line apparatus, and more. The city’s economy
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41. attals. Latgolys apgobola
lauksaimisteibys izstuode
1936. gods septembri.

Figure 41. Agricultural exhibi-
tion, September, 1936.
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42. attals. Latvisu Utruos
pamatskolys audziekni 1925.
goda.

Figure 42. Schoolchildren of
the Second Primary School,
1925.
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janvari komandants sasauce dzeivuotuoju sapulci, kura
tyka izvierzeiti pagaidu diimis i pagaidu valdis kandidati,
tok posvaldeibu vielieSonys nityka tik juli.

Piec bolseviku aiziSonys pilsata beja aptyvai 25 tyuk-
stidys cylvaku. Ar padimu i Kerenska Pagaidu valdei-
bys laika naudys zeimem nusariekinuot vaira nabeja
ispiejams, bet Latvejis valdeibys voi cara laika emitatuos
naudys lelai dalai pilsietniku nabeja. Rézeknis saimistei-
ba beja pilneiba sagrauta, tai tryuka naudys, puortykys
rezervu i dagvilys. Vysys organizacejis, bidreibys i ko-
operativi taipo$ beja iznycynuoti, deltam pilsata beja

was in ruins, self-government was nonexistent, and con-
trol rested with the military commandant.

On January 28, 1920, the commandant convened a meet-
ing of residents to nominate candidates for a provisional
council and board, but local government elections did not
occur until July. After the Bolsheviks™ departure, about
25,000 people remained in the city. Soviet and Provisional
Government banknotes were no longer accepted, yet many
residents lacked Latvian government or tsarist-era curren-
cy. The economy was shattered, with severe shortages of
money, food, and fuel. All civic organizations, societies,
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pilneiba nu jauna juoorganizej kai sabidryskuo, tai saim-
nicyskuo dzeive. Vysu vé] vaira sarezgeja kara sakys - tifa
i baku epidemejis, kas plasejuos vysa regiona i pajéme
symtim dzeiveibu.

Pilsata ik pa laikam izacéle namiri, pimaram, 1920.
gods juni tyka zinuots, ka Rézekneé izaplota sauklis “Sist
policiju un péc tam zidus” Bet 6. juni niityka ebreju grau-
tens. Teoretiski grautens vinlaiceigi suocés vairuokuos
vituos. Suokuma tyka izlaupeits kaidam ebrejam pida-
rass stundiniku veikals, tok dreizi vin palyka skaidrys,
ka grauteni i laupeiSona niteik ari Centraltierga, cylvaku
bors veikalim syta uora skotlagus, izlaupeja precis i kasis,
pikuove ebrejus. Kod kuorteibniki saprota, ka sovim spa-
kim nasais izbeigt nakuorteibys, isaroda pilsatys koman-
dants, policejis prefekts, kurs atkluojs guni nu revolveru,
tod tierga isaroda pilsatys golva Juons Laizans, kurs aicy-
nuoja arestét vysys nakuorteibuos isaisteituos personys.
Tyka apcitynuoti Cetri cylvaki, diveji nu kuris izaruo-
deja 1braukusi nu Lipuojis i pidareigi komunistiskajam
klubam “IIT internacionale” Vokora vinlaicegi trejuos
vituos atsasuoce nakuorteibys, atskanéja saucini “sitat
z1dus” i cylvaku bors atsuoce grautenus. Natyka apsau-
de cylvaku bora i policejis vyda, cikom tyma posa laika
dala nu idzarusas garnizona zaldatu pisavinuoja augsuok
mynatajam cylvaku boram. Cikom policeja saudejuos ar
ta cylvaku boru, garnizona priskniks pastateja lazme-
tieju, nu kuruo atkluoja breidynasu guni. Nakti natyka
kaida dzeiviikla laupeiSonys gadins. Citusis izmekléja
valdeibys uorsts, kiipa beja dasasacejusi sesi vainuoti,

tyka konstatats, ka izlaupeiti pici dzeivakli i 27 veikali,

Interwar Period
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and cooperatives had been destroyed, necessitating a com-
plete reorganization of public and economic life.

The aftermath of the war intensified the crisis, with
typhus and smallpox epidemics ravaging the region and
claiming hundreds of lives.

From time to time, disturbances erupted in Rézekne.
In June 1920, reports circulated that the slogan “Beat the
police and then the Jews” was spreading through the city.
On June 6, a violent riot targeting the Jewish community

ANulelavka

43. attals. Satiksmis celu
teiklys 1928. goda.

Figure 43. Road network
around Rézekne, 1928.
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44. attals. Rézeknis infe-
keeju slimneicys interjers
1930. godds.

Figure 44. Interior of the
Rézekne Infectious Diseases
Hospital, 1930s.
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tyka apcitynuotys 16 personys ar salaupeitom montom.
Aizturatis vyda lela daudzuma bejusys ari sivitis, kurys,
laikam zynuodamys, ka byus grauteni, Isarodusys tier-
ga ar tuksim maisim. Suocttis nakuorteibom, juos rau-
dzejusys sagruobt vysu, ki tik var. 17. juni nakuorteibys
atsakuortuoja, tyka aplaupeiti i pikauti vairuoki ebreji,
bet vokora 30-40 lauds isalauzusi myura sinagoga, nu
kurinis izlaupejusi naudu, svecturus i cytus vierteigus
priskmatus.

Leidzeigi grauteni niityka ari Reiga i Daugovypili, kur
t1 ik pa laikam atsajaunuoja vé] diveju mienesu garuma.

Brunuoti uzbrukumi i banditismys turpynuojuos ari

Interwar Period

broke out. The unrest seemed to ignite simultaneously
in several locations. It began with the looting of a watch
shop owned by a Jew but quickly spread to the central
market, where crowds smashed shop windows, looted
goods and cash registers, and assaulted Jewish residents.

When policemen realized they could not control the
situation alone, the city commandant and police prefect
arrived on the scene and opened fire with revolvers. The
city head, Janis Laizans, also appeared at the market, de-
manding the immediate arrest of all those involved. Four
individuals were detained, two of whom had come from
Liepaja earlier that morning and were affiliated with the
communist club “IIT Internationale”

Despite these measures, unrest resumed that evening
in three separate locations, accompanied by cries of “Beat
the Jews!” The rioting continued, resulting in a shootout
between the crowd and the police. At the same time,
some drunken soldiers from the local garrison joined
the rioters. The garrison commander then fired warning
shots from a machine gun, quickly quelling the violence.
Following this, the city imposed restrictions on alcohol
sales to soldiers.

That night, an attempted apartment robbery was report-
ed. Government doctors examined the victims; in total, six
injured people were recorded. Investigations found five
looted apartments and 27 looted shops, and 16 people were
arrested with stolen goods. Among those detained were
women who, apparently forewarned about the approaching
riot, had come to the market with empty bags and seized
whatever they could when the violence erupted.
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Rézekné, eipasi intensivi tys izapaude 1921. gods rudi-
ni, tok vé] 1933. gods 6. jull Latgolys 1la iz satu sinu pa-
saruodeja plakati ar gunskrystu i tekstim “Beit »xup0B,
cracail Aarsuro!” (“Sit zZydus, gluob Latveju”), “Heil
Hitler!”. Vaineigl aizturéja, tok 15. juli leidzeiga satura
plakati otkon pasaruodeja pilsatys iluos. Idejiski aiz itls
plakatu sagataveiSonys i provokaceju stuovéja Latvejis
Komunistiskuo parteja.

Epidemiologiskuo situaceja piec Pyrmuo pasaula kara
i Pilstnu kara ari Kriveja beja kritiska. Piec reevakuacejis
leiguma nisliegSonys 1920. gods 12. juni Latveja suoce
atsagrizt biegli, nu kuras lels skaits slymuoja ar tifui cy-
tom infekceju slimeibom. Kab irtibezuotu itis slimeibu
izplateibu Latveja, 1920. gods juni pi stacejis Rézekne IT
tyka naiziiguota 18 hektaru plateiba, kur tyka izveiduots
karantinys punkts Latvejis ibrauciejim. Teritoreja tyka
izcaltys 40 akys — barakys, sanitaruos, administrativuos
i cytys akys. Ite cylvaki tyka puorbaudeiti, ti, kas konsta-
teiti kai slymi, tyka ntivasti iz karantinys slimneicu, a puo-
rejus syuteja iz barakom, pierti i dezinfekceju. Cikom
nityka mediciniskuo puorbaude i paguoja naruodeitais
karantinys laiks, tyka puorbaudeiti ibraucieju dokumenti,
kab valsti natyktu ispiejami spigi voi cyti navalami ele-
menti. Barakys tyka caltys naviereigai, bizi vin tryuka lagu
i durovu, i tis dzeivuotuojim beja moz aizsardzeibys
pret vieju i leitu. Tryuka iudina voda, na vysod iudini
varéja aizvuoreit, deltam bizi vajadzéja dzert navuoreitu
iudini nu Rézeknis upis. Tryuka ateju, parta cylvaki bizi
kuortuoja sovys vajadzeibys baraku pogolmiis. Karantina
beja paradzats izvituot leidz pat 2000 cylvaku, bet bieglu

On June 17, unrest flared again. Several Jews were
robbed and beaten, and that evening, a group of 30-40
people broke into the choral synagogue, stealing money,
candlesticks, and other valuables.

Similar riots occurred in Riga and Daugavpils, where
they periodically flared up for another two months. Armed
attacks and banditry continued in Rézekne, reaching
a peak in the autumn of 1921. Even years later, on July 6,
1933, posters bearing swastikas and slogans such as “Beii
JKUAOB, criacail Aatsuio!” (“Beat the Jews, save Latvia!”)
and “Heil Hitler!” appeared on the walls of buildings along
Latgales Street. Although the perpetrator was caught, sim-
ilar posters appeared on city streets by July 15. Evidence
suggested that the Latvian Communist Party was behind
these provocations and the production of the posters.

After the First World War and the Civil War, the epide-
miological situation in Russia was critical. Following the
signing of the re-evacuation agreement on June 12, 1920,
refugees began returning to Latvia, many of them afflicted
with typhus and other infectious diseases. To curb the
spread of these illnesses, an 18-hectare area near Rézekne
I1 Station was cordoned off in June 1920, and a quarantine
point for arrivals was established. Around 40 buildings
were constructed in this zone, including sanitary facilities,
administrative offices, and barracks, where all incoming
persons to the Republic of Latvia were housed.

Upon arrival, people underwent medical examina-
tions. Those found to be ill were transferred to a quar-
antine hospital, while the healthy were sent to the bar-
racks, bathhouse, and disinfection areas. During the

A Brief History of Rézekne
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45. attals. Pimineklis Latve-
jis atbreivuo$onys ceinuos
krytusis karaveiru piminai
2020. goda

Figure 45. Monument to
soldiers fallen in the battles for
Latvian independence, 2020.

skaits bizi vin sasnédze 4000 cylvaku. 1922. gods pavasarl
16-18% karantina ilyktas cylvaku tyka konstatatys saslim-
Sonys. Karantina tyka slagta 1924. goda. Nu 1920. da 1924.
goda cauri tai guoja vaira nakai 160 tyukstasys cylvaku.
Piec karantinys sliegSonys juos teritoreja beja izvituotys
9. Rézeknis kuojiniku pulka vineibys, bet Utruo pasaula
kara laika vuocisi ite izveiduoja kara giusteknu niimetni,
kurt piecuok izmontuoja ari Sorkonuo armeja.

1920. gods apreli Kiirzemis divizejis lazaretis (atsaroda
Rézeknis amatniceibys $kola) veneriskis slimeibu nada-
lis uorsts zinuoja, ka pi juo kotru dinu it 10-15 karaveiri
ar veneriskajom slimeibom. Gondreiz vysa komandanta
komanda slymuoja ar veneriskajom slimeibom. Kab ap-
karuotu nalykumeigii prostituceju, tyka veikts reids ebreja

Interwar Period

quarantine period, arrivals’ documents were checked to
prevent the entry of potential spies or other undesirable
individuals. The barracks were poorly constructed, often
lacking windows and doors, and offering little protection
from wind and rain. There was no water supply system,
and boiling water was not always feasible, so people
often drank untreated water from the nearby Rézekne
River. Latrines were absent, and individuals frequently
relieved themselves in the barrack yards.

Although the quarantine center was designed to ac-
commodate up to 2,000 people, the number of refugees
often swelled to 4,000. In spring 1922, medical checks
revealed that 16-18% of quarantined individuals were
ill. The quarantine center operated until 1924, during
which more than 160,000 people passed through. After
its closure, units of the gth Rézekne Infantry Regiment
were stationed on the site. During the Second World War,
the Germans established a prisoner-of-war camp there;
this was later also used by the Red Army.

In April 1920, the physician of the venereal diseases
department at the Courland Division infirmary (locat-
ed at the Rézekne Vocational School) reported receiv-
ing 10-15 soldiers infected with venereal diseases daily.
Almost the entire command staff suffered from such
infections. To combat illegal prostitution, a raid was
conducted at a masked ball, where 12 women suspected
of prostitution were detained within half an hour, and
35 women were summoned to the division infirmary
for examination. Fourteen women were diagnosed with
venereal diseases, primarily syphilis, although the health
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Pullina masku ballé, kur pusstundis laika tyka aizturatys
12 sivitis, par kuruom beja aizdGimys par prostituceju, bet
35 sivitis tyka aicynuotys iz divizejis lazareti puorbaudei.
Rezultata 14 sivitem tyka diagnosticatys veneriskuos sli-
meibys, puorsvora sifiliss, bet “daudzu” veseleibys stuo-
viklis nabeja iz reizis identificejams. Piec ituos operacejis
slimeibys gadinu skaits karaveiru vyda asat sasamazynuojs.

1921. gods juni sanitaruo komiseja izspride, ka sivitis,
kurys vysmoz piec diveju liciniku saceituo byus niisa-
dorbuojusys ar prostituceju, iz prisku tiks registratys par
prostitutom. Kab sivite tyktu izjimta nu registra, beja
juoisnadz diveju golvuotuoju paraksteits lyugums, kura
sivite atsasaceja nu prostitucejis, i tod turpynuoja byut
policejis uzraudzeiba divejus mienesus.

Leidz 1930. godam posvaldeibys Latveja dorbuojuos
piec Krivejis pilsatu lykuma 1917. gods varianta, saska-
na ar kurd lamumu pijimsonys vara pideréja pilsatys
padiimei, bet izpyldvarys - pilsatys valdei. Rézeknis pil-
satys pagaidu valde suoce dorbu 1920. gods 26. janvari,
bet pagaidu padame tyka apstyprynuota 13. februari.
Rézekné tyka icalti 30 padamis lacekli, i 4. juli natyka
damis vielieSonys. Rézeknis aprinka policejis priskniks
tyka Icalts jau 1919. gods 11. novembri, i juo kanturs dor-
buojuos Atasiné leidz pat Rézeknis atbreivuo$onai. 1920.
gods 10. marta tyka Icalts Rézeknis prefekts. Suokuma
latvisu volada administrativajuos istuodés nabeja obli-
gata. Krivu voladys lituosona oficialaja saraksté nabeja
valama, bet atseviskis gadinis beja pilaunama, sovpus
latgalisu voladu varéja lituot kai oficialaja sarakste, tai
sludynuojumas i naruodeés. Tyka nasaceits, ka iriednim

status of many could not be immediately determined.
Following this operation, the incidence of venereal dis-
eases among soldiers reportedly declined.

In June 1921, the sanitary commission decided that any
woman accused by at least two witnesses of engaging in
prostitution would henceforth be registered as a prosti-
tute. To be removed from this register, a woman had to
submit a petition signed by two guarantors renouncing
prostitution and had to remain under police supervision
for an additional two months.

Until 1930, local governments in Latvia operated under
the 1917 edition of the Russian city laws, which assigned
legislative power to the city council and executive power
to the city board. The provisional board of Rézekne began
functioning on January 26, 1920, and the provisional coun-
cil was approved on February 13. Rézekne’s city council
consisted of 30 members, with elections held on July 4.

The Rézekne district police chief was appointed on
November 11, 1919, and his office operated in Atasiene
until the liberation of Rézekne. On March 10, 1920, the
Rézekne prefect was appointed.

At first, Latvian was not mandatory in administrative
institutions. While the use of Russian in official corre-
spondence was discouraged, it was still allowed in certain
cases. Latgalian could be used in official correspondence
as well as in advertisements and signage, and officials
were required to accept applications written in Latgalian.
City council meetings were conducted in both Latvian
and Russian, but from 1921 onwards, city board protocols
were recorded only in Latvian.

A Brief History of Rézekne
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46. attals. Shematiskys pilsatys
plans iz 1936. godu.

Figure 46. Tourist plan of
Rézekne, 1936.

Storpkaru laiks \ Interwar Period

juopijam latgaliski raksteiti Isnagumi. Pilsatys valdis
dorbs tyka veikts latvisu i krivu volada, bet pilsatys
valdis protokols, suociit ar 1921. godu, ir tik latvisu vo-
lada. Daudzvoladeiba nabeja pa pruotam pilneigi vysim,
i pilsatys damis lamums 1920. gods novembr1 iz prisku
izlikt flu nisaukumus trejuos voladuos - latvisu, krivu
i ebreju - dala sabidreibys izraiseja lelu sasutumu.
Bolseviku maineiti ilu ndisaukumi suokuma tyka puor-
maineiti iz nasaukumu pyrma revolucejis, latvyskojut
tas i mainat tik atseviskom ilom, bet 1923. goda picys
centraluos ilys tyka puorsauktys — Leluo Nikolaja ila iz
zimelim nu tylta tyka puorsaukta par Atbreivuosonys
aleju, Daugovpils Soseja (Sudin — Atbreivuosonys alejis
pusmys Rézeknis upis kreisaja krosta) par Kolpaka 1lu,
Leluo Ludzys 1la par Latgolys prospektu (Latgolys ila),
Vakzalis ila par Vineibys ilu (Breiveibys ila), Augspils ila
par Bruolu Skryndu ilu. 20. g. s. suokuos Latgolys ila beja
vysbizuok puorsauktuo Rézeknis ila: suokuma saukta
par Centrali 1lu, 19. godu symta beiguos tei dabuoja
Leluos Ludzys ilys nasaukumu (krivu vol.: Boavwas
Arwyunckas), 1912. goda puorsaukta par Stolipina pros-
pektu (krivu vol.: Cmoasinunckuii npocnexm), 1917.11918.
goda pameisus pimynata kai Leluo ila (vuocu vol.: Haupt
StrafSe, krivu vol.: Boavwas), Breiveibys ila voi prospekts
(krivu vol.: Ce0600s1), Ludzys 1la (vuocu vol.: Luziner
StrafSe), sovpus nu 1920. da 1923. goda Leluo Ludzys ila
voi prospekts. Par Latgolys prospektu ila tyka saukta da
1934. goda, kod dabuoja 15. maja ilys nisaukumu, 1940.
goda tei tyka par 17. juna ilu, 1941. goda otkon par 15. maja
ilu, bet 1945. goda otkon par 17. juna Ilu, i nu 1989. goda

REZEKNE

(Plelikums ple .taristu
bibliotekas'N27).

Rezeknes leverojumis vietas:
Skolotau institats.

This multilingual approach was not universally wel-
comed. In particular, the city council’s November 1920 de-
cision to display street names in three languages, Latvian,
Russian, and Yiddish, provoked strong indignation in
the press.

The street names changed by the Bolsheviks initially
reverted to their pre-revolutionary names, with Latinized
spellings and changes made only to individual streets.
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ila dabuojuse sovu niuleji nasaukumu. Ilu puorsaukso-
na turpynuojuos ari piec 1923. goda, tok leluokuo puor-
sauksona nityka piec 1934. gods 15. maja Karla Ulmana
apvarsuma.

Dzeivuotuoji

Ko¢ ari Rézekne kara laika daudz nabeja cituse — ba-
juotys Cetrys ceglu i 21 kika sata, dzeivuotuoju skaits
saleidzynuojuma ar pyrmskara laiku beja sasamazynuojs
iz pusi. 1920. gods juni Rézekné beja 9997 dzeivuotuoji.
Latvisu eipatsvors pamozam piauga, bet cytu tauteibu,
par pimaru, pilu i ebreju, eipatsvors sasamazynuoja.
Tai 1920. goda Rézekné beja 4198 ebreji, bet 1935. goda
tik 3342. 1930. goda pilsata beja 12 680 dzeivuotuoju, nu
kuras 36% beja latvisi 1 28% ebreji. 1935. goda Rézekne

Interwar Period

However, in 1923, five central streets were renamed: Liela
Nikolaja Street north of the bridge became Atbrivosanas
Aleja; the Daugavpils highway (today’s Atbrivosanas Aleja
south of the bridge) was renamed Kolpaka Street; Liela
Ludzas Street became Latgales Prospekts (Latgale Street);
Vakzales Street was renamed Vienibas Street (Brivibas
Street); and Augs-Pils Street became Bralu Skrindu Street.

At the beginning of the 20th century, Latgales Street was
the most frequently renamed street in Rézekne. Initially,
it was known simply as the central street. By the late 19th
century, it had acquired the name Large Ljutsin Street
(Russian: Boabimas Aronmrckas). In 1912, it was renamed
Stolypin’s Prospect (Croasinuuckuii npocrext). During
1917 and 1918, the street was variously called Large Street
(German: Haupt Strafle, Russian: Boavruast), Freedom
Street or Prospect (Russian: CBo6oap1), and Ludza Street
(German: Luziner Straf3e). From 1920 to 1923, it was known
again as Liela Ludzas Street or Prospect. The street was
named Latgale Prospect until 1934, when it was renamed 15.
maija Street. In 1940, it became 17. junija Street, then revert-
ed to 15. maija Street in 1941, and once more changed to 17.
janija Street in 1945. Since 1989, it has held its current name.

Street renaming continued after 1923, with the largest
wave occurring following Karlis Ulmanis’ coup on May
15, 1934.

Population

Although Rézekne itself had not suffered extensive phys-
ical damage during the war, only four stone houses and
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47. attals. Rézeknis komercsko-
lys audziekni atsapyus pi upis
1930. godas.

Figure 47. Students of Rézekne
Commercial School by the
Rézekne River, 1930s.
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48. attals. Latgali$u bidreibys
noms 1920. godis.

Figure 48. Latgalian Cultural
Organisation House, 1920s.
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dzeivuoja 13 139 dzeivuotuoju, nu kuriis 44% beja latvisi,
25% ebreji, bet 19% krivi.

Latvejis valsts pastuovieSonys pyrmaja desmitgadeé
daudzi ebreji izalaseja puorsacelt iz Reigu voi ditis iz
Palestinu. 1930. gods marta Rézekné suoce izit humoris-
tiskys izdavums Wwtwrxy XUNTR [Rezicer ASmodai,
jid.: Rézeknis satans], tok oktobri tuo izdtsona tyka aiz-
ligta i turpynuojuos Daugovpili. Piec Ulmana apvarsuma
pasastyprynuoja ebreju diskriminaceja, i 1936. goda po-
litiskuo policeja nu Rézeknis zinuoja, ka ebreji syudzuos,
ka ji nadreikst isaguoduot nakustamiis eipasumus i ka teik
izlykti ari ribezuojumi tierdzniceibai, bet latvisi ita val-

deibys politiku atbolsta i izsoka niiceju, ka irabezuojumi

Interwar Period

21 wooden houses being damaged, the city’s population
had been halved compared to the pre-war period. By
June 1920, 9,997 inhabitants were registered in Rézekne.
Over time, the proportion of Latvians in the city gradu-
ally increased, while those of other ethnic groups, such
as Poles and Jews, decreased. For example, in 1920 there
were 4,198 Jews in Rézekne, but by 1935 their number
had fallen to 3,342.

In 1930, the city’s population was 12,680, with Latvians
comprising 36% and Jews 28%. By 1935, Rézekne had
13,139 inhabitants, including 44% Latvians, 25% Jews,
and 19% Russians. During the first decade of Latvian
independence, many Jews chose to relocate to Riga or
emigrate to Palestine.

In March 1930, a humorous Yiddish publication,
wTwy RUNTR' (Rezhicer Ashmodai - “Satan of Réze-
kne”), began circulation in Rézekne. However, its publica-
tion was banned in October that year and subsequently
continued in Daugavpils. Following Karlis Ulmanis’ 1934
coup, discrimination against Jews intensified. In 1936,
the political police in Rézekne reported that Jewish res-
idents were complaining about restrictions preventing
them from acquiring real estate and beginning to limit
trade. At the same time, many Latvians expressed sup-
port for these policies, hoping for further tightening of
restrictions on Jews.

In 1937, the Jewish owner of Rézekne’s cinema was
forced, probably through fictitious means, to re-register
the cinema with a Latvian owner. Economically, about
one-third of Jewish families in the early 1920s struggled
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ebrejim tiks vél vaira pastyprynuoti. 1937. goda Rézeknis
kino saiminiks, ebrejs, beja spists, vystycamuok, fiktiva
veida, kino puorregistrét iz latviti. Aptyvai tresuo dala
ebreju saimu 20. g. s. 20. godu suokuos navaréja segt sovus
pamata izdavumus, bet, nu Gtrys pusis, ebreji ari cisi aktivi
isasaisteja Rézeknis politiskaja, socialaja i kulturys dzeive.

Ari vacticeibniku kiipina aktivi Isasaisteja sabidryskaja
dzeivé. 1920. gods novembri Rézekné niityka 1. Latvejis
vacticeibniku kongress.

Ryupniceiba

1935. goda Rézekné dorbuojuos 425 ryupniceibys uzjamumi,
nizeimeiguokuo niizare beja apgierbu i apovu razuosona,
Cetrreiz mozuok beja puorstuovata byuvryupniceiba, kam
sekuoja metalryupniceiba, kitkryupniceiba i puortykys
ryupniceiba. Kiipuma 9% dzeivuotuoju beja niidarbynuoti
ryupniceiba i tikpat tierdzniceiba, 8% — valsts i posvaldeibys
dorba, 6% beja muojkolpuotuoji, 3% nidarbynuoti trans-
porta sfera i 3% lauksaimisteiba. Leluokais nu Rézeknis
uzjamumu beja Manteifela ols dareitova, kur beja ntdar-
bynuoti ap 50 struodniku. Rézekné dorbuojuos ari vé] vina
ols dareitova, spirta fabrika, uodu apstruodis fabrika, zipu
fabrika, vairuokys ellis spistuvis, treis dziernovys, treis ti-
pografejis, maizis captuve i kippinuotova.

Izgleiteiba

1935. goda Rézekneé beja 21 $kola: 11 vydsskolys, tis vyda
Cetrys gimnazejis (Rézeknis valsts gimnazeja, ptlu, krivu

to cover basic expenses. Despite this, Jews remained very
active in Rézekne’s political, social, and cultural life.

The Old Believer community was also actively en-
gaged in public affairs. In November 1920, Rézekne host-
ed the 1st Latvian Old Believers’ Congress.

Industries

In 1935, Rézekne was home to 425 industrial enterpris-
es, with the production of clothing and footwear con-
stituting the most significant sector. Construction was
represented to a much lesser extent, about four times
smaller, followed by metallurgy, woodworking, and the
food industry. Approximately 9% of the population was
employed in industry, and an equal percentage worked in
trade. State and local government employment accounted
for 8%, domestic servants made up 6%, while 3% worked
in transport and another 3% in agriculture.

The largest industrial enterprise in Rézekne was Man-
teufel’s brewery, which employed around 50 workers.
Additionally, the city hosted another brewery, a distillery,
a leather processing factory, a soap factory, several oil
presses, three mills, three printing houses, a bakery, and
a cooperative dairy.

Education
Regarding education, 1935 saw 21 schools operating in

Rézekne, including 11 secondary schools. Among these
were four gymnasiums, the state gymnasium and the
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49. attals. Rézeknis upis ainova
1930. gods Vitalija Kalvana
glezna.

Figure 49. Rézekne River in
1930s by Vitalijs Kalvans.
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i ebreju gimnazejis), Valsts komercskola, Valsts $koluo-
tuoju instituts, krivu pedagogiskais instituts, tehnikums,
oradskola, Latgolys tautys universitate ar Rézeknis tautys
konservatoreju, septenis pamatskolys i treis papyldu $ko-
lys. Bez pilsatys valdis bibliotekys Rézekné dorbuojuos
ari picys mozuokys bibliotekys. Pilsatys valdis noma dor-
buojuos skolu muzejs, laseitova i biblioteka, kura beja
atriinamys ari vuiceibu gruomotys, kurys izmontuoja
tryuceigis dzeivuotuoju barni, kuri navaréja atsalaut jau-
nu gruomotu iguodi. Rézekné beja diveji teatri, vins nu
ts — Latgolys teatris, kurs ar sovom izruodem gasteja na
tik vysas Latgolys nastyurs, tok ari Vydzeme.

Kulturai atpyuta

1925. goda Rézekné niityka Pyrmi Latgolys dzi$mu svatki,
bet 20. g. 5. 30. godiis dorbuojuos aktiva muoksliniku kiipa,
kura beja Francisks Varslavans (1899-1949), Arvids Egle
(1905-1977), Vitalijs Kalvans i cyti pazeistami muoksliniki.

Pasasokit vitejis vacticeibniku zyrgkipeibys tradi-
cejom, Rézekne beja tykuse pi plotys atpazeistameibys
ar sovom zyrgu sacenseibom. Kotru godu Jaunuo goda
dina piec Julija kalendara (14. janvari) Rézekné nutyka
godatiergs, zyrgu tierdzens, zyrgu skriSonuos sacenseibys
iz aizsolusuo Rézeknis azara. Vierineigys zyrgu sacen-
seibys iz Rézeknis azara lada nityka jau nu 1926. gods
vairuokys reizis goda, tok ir liceibys, ka taidys sacen-
seibys Rézekné niityka jau 19. g. s. Sacenseibys Rézekné
organizéja Armejis zyrgu sporta klubs. Tamuos puorsvo-
ra pisadaleja jauni zyrgi, kuri cytaizi veice dorba zyrgu

Polish, Russian, and Jewish gymnasiums, alongside the
state commercial school, the state teachers’ institute,
the Russian Pedagogical Institute, a technical school,
and a vocational school. The city also had the Latgale
People’s University, which housed the Rézekne People’s
Conservatory. In addition, there were seven primary
schools and three supplementary schools.

Cultural life

Cultural life was supported by several libraries: the city
board library and five smaller libraries across the city.
The city board building also contained a school museum,
reading room, and library, which provided textbooks to
children from impoverished families unable to afford
their own.

Rézekne had two theaters, including the Latgale Theater,
which toured not only throughout Latgale but also Livland,
bringing performances to a broad regional audience.

In 1925, the First Latgalian Song Festival took place
in Rézekne, and in the 1930s, an active group of artists,
including Francisks Varslavans (1899-1949), Arvids Egle
(1905-1977), Vitalijs Kalvans, and other well-known art-
ists, worked here.

Thanks to the local Old Believers’ horse breeding tra-
ditions, Rézekne gained widespread recognition for its
horse races. Every year on New Year’s Day, according
to the Julian calendar (January 14), a fair, a horse mar-
ket, and horse races on the frozen Lake Rézekne took
place. Large-scale horse races on the ice of Lake Rézekne
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50. attals. Zyrgu skridonuos

sacenseibu plakats 1940. goda.

Figure 50. Horse competition
on Lake Rézekne, 1940.
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ARMLIAS TIGU SPORTA KLUBS

riko

RIKSOSANAS

SACIKSTES

1940. gada 28- janvari un 4. februari

REZEKNE, uz pilsetas ezera

Sakums abas dienas plkst. 10.30
Godalgu un premiju suma par abam dlenam‘ apm

Ls 3000

iy Ieejas maksa Ls 0.55

0 personas, ieskailol nodokli Olimpiskem fondam

Zirgu pleteiksana Rézekne, Kazino viesnica 26. janvari un 2
1o plkst. 10—18, bet 27. janv. un 3. febr. no plkst 10—15,
toriski uzradot zirgu dokumentus

KLUB
& B

aizdavumus. Piec sacenseibu rezultatu tyka atlaseiti zyrgi
i vaislai, i Reigys hipodromam. Dina pyrma sacenseibu
iz lada tyka izlykta vinu versti (Krivejis versts — 1066,8
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took place several times a year starting from 1926, but
there is evidence that such competitions were already
taking place in Rézekne in the 19th century. The Army
Horse Sports Club organized races in Rézekne. Most
of the horses participating in the races were young hors-
es, who performed workhorse duties the rest of the time.
According to the results of the competitions, horses were
selected for both breeding and the Riga Hippodrome. The
day before the race, a one-verst (Russian verst: 1066.8m)
long track with a judge’s stand was set up on the ice. Both
participants and spectators came from near and far; those
living closer came by sleigh, but from farther away, spec-
tators arrived by train. Long lines of sleighs formed on
the main streets.

At ten oclock in the morning, spectators began gather-
ing at the hippodrome, which had been set up on the fro-
zen surface of Lake Rézekne near the railway station. The
entire area was cordoned off by soldiers who checked
tickets at the entrances, while those unable to afford tick-
ets sought vantage points along the lake shore to watch
the races. According to eyewitness accounts, most men
wore fur hats and coats, while women were dressed in
sheepskin coats and shawls, with the rubber boots then
fashionable on their feet and handbags in hand. The
racing began with younger, less experienced horses and
progressed to older and more seasoned competitors.

The tradition of horse racing on the ice of Lake Rézekne
continued even after the occupation of the Republic of
Latvia. Remarkably, some residents still recall witnessing
these races as late as the 1960s.



Storpkaru laiks

metri) gara trase ar tisne$a tribini. Daliniki i skateituoji
beja nu tyvys i tuoluokys apleicinis, tyvuok dzeivojusi
isaroda rogovuos, bet skateituoji nu tuoluoku vitu - ar
vilcini. Iz golvonis 1lu izaveiduoja garys rogovu ryndys.

Desmitis nu reita skateituoji suoce ijimt sovys vitys
hipodroma, kas atsaroda iz lada pi dzelzacela stacejis.
Apleicini apjéme karaveiri, kuri puorbaudeja beletus,
bet skateituoji, kuri navaréja napierkt beletus, vaicuoja
piec artu vitu, kur varuot sacenseibys azara krostas. Kai
stuosteja oculiciniks, leluokuo dala veiriSu beja zvie-
ruodu capurés i kazuks, bet sivitem beja vusku uodys
kazuki i dec¢i, bet kuojuos, piec mudis, beja gumejis
zuoboki, a rikuos - mozuos simenis. Pyrmi skréja jau-
nuoki zyrgi, pamozam puorimit iz vacuokajim i pire-
dziejusuokajim.

Rézeknis azara zyrgu sacenseibu tradiceja turpynuo-
juos ari piec Latvejis Republikys okupacejis, i vel Sudin
ir cylvaki, kas 60. godiis beja kluotyn zyrgu sacenseibuos
iz Rézeknis azara lada.

Pilsatys teritoreja i apbyuve

1923. goda tyka apstyprynuoti jauni pilsatys ribezi i pil-
satys plateiba nu 478 hektaru plauga da 635,33 hekta-
ru. Pilsatai tyka pivinuota Pleik$nu sadza storp niuleja
AtbreivuoSonys aleju i Saulis 1lu, Kovsu azars, dzelZace-
la staceja Rézekne I kiipa ar Slobodu, staceja Rézekne
IT kapa ar Slobodu pi tuos, Podgorodisis i Klovu sa-
dzys storp dzelzacelu i pilsatu, dala nu Stucevys muizys
zemu nu karantinys teritoreju. 1927. goda pilsatai tyka

\ Interwar Period

City Territory and Development

In 1923, new boundaries for the city of Rézekne were ap-
proved, expanding its area from 478 hectares to 635.33
hectares. Several surrounding territories were incorpo-
rated into the city, including the village of Pleiksni (then
located between Atbrivosanas Aleja and Saules Street),
Lake Rézekne, Rézekne I railway station and the adjacent
Sloboda, Rézekne II Station with its nearby Sloboda, and
the villages of Podgorodishche and Klovas (situated be-
tween the railway and the city), as well as portions of the

Stuceva manor lands and the quarantine zone. Further
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51. attals. Ainavyska vita pi
pilsatys dziernovu 1930. godds.

Figure 51. Scenery near the
watermill, 1930s.
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52. attals. Kuldigys ila 1920.

goddis.

Figure 52. Kuldigas Street,
19208.
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davinuotys zemis nu Stucevys i Vipingys muizom (Sudin

— teritoreja storp 18. novembra ilu i Moskovys—Ventspils
dzelzacela lineju). Davinuotuos zemis tyka sadaleitys
400 apbyuvis gobolis, kuo rezultata pilsata ivarojamai
sasamazynuoja dzeiviiklu Iris moksa.

1923. goda 90% satu beja vinstuovu, 39% dzeiviklu
beja elektreiba, 41 dzeivakli (nu 1813) beja centraluo ap-
kure, pusei dzeiviklu atejis atsaroda pogolma. Leluokuo
dala dzeivuotuoju dzerami iudini vys vél dabuoja nu
upis, ari dala nu kanalizacejis tyka izlaista upé, bet puo-
rejit izvede bucuos.

1930. goda tyka pijimts pilsatys nalykums, kas pipra-
seja kotram satys eipasnikam diveju godu laika iz sova

Interwar Period

expansion took place in 1927, when additional lands
from the Stuceva and Vipinga manors, corresponding to
the area between 18. novembra Street and the Moscow-
Ventspils railway line—were annexed. The newly added
territory was divided into 400 building plots, which sig-
nificantly reduced apartment rental prices in the city.

In 1923, 90% of houses in Rézekne were single-story
buildings, and only 39% of apartments had electricity.
Out of a total of 1,813 apartments, just 41 were equipped
with central heating, and in about half of the apartments,
toilets were located in the courtyards. Most residents still
obtained drinking water from the Rézekne River, into
which part of the city’s sewage was discharged, while the
rest was collected and transported in barrels.

In 1930, city regulations were issued requiring each
homeowner to construct and maintain a sidewalk in
front of their property at their own expense within two
years. However, the regulations did not specify technical
standards, so sidewalks were built using a wide range of
materials, such as asphalt, concrete, bricks, crushed stone,
or even wood. Many homeowners failed to comply with
the requirement, and even by 1934, sidewalks were still
lacking in many parts of the city. A more comprehensive
improvement of street infrastructure took place in 1936 in
preparation for the IT Latvian Harvest Festival, which was
held in Rézekne. Streets in the exhibition area (18. novem-
bra, Darzu, Lubanas, and Zemnieku streets, along with
nearby alleys) were paved and renovated, ditches were
cleaned, missing bridges were constructed, road surfaces
were repaired, and sidewalks were installed.
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riekina izcelt i uzturét trotuaru pi sovys satys. Tai kai
nilykuma nabeja niiruodeitys tehniskuos detalis, satu
eipasniki varéja izbyuvét trotuaru nu vysaidu materialu,
apkluojut tas ar asfaltu, betonu, ceglim, drupynuotim
akminim, pat kiku, bet leluokuo dala satu saiminiku tai
ari nabeja izpildejusi praseibu i daudzi trotuari nabeja
izbyuvati ari 1934. goda. 1936. goda Rézekné nutyka II
Latvejis Pluovis svatki, kam par giidu izstuodis apleiciné
tyka izbrugatys i sakuortuotys ilys (Sudin - 18. novembra,
Duorzu, Lubuonys i Zemniku ilys, ari tyvuokuos skar-
silys), tyka izteireiti gruovi, ireikuoti tryukstasi tilteni,
salobuots brugis i izkluoti trotuari.

1922. goda tyka pijimts lamums napiskiert zemi pil-
satys parka izveiduoSonai. Tyma laika pilsata beja vairuoki
mozi parki: aiz pareizticeigiis bazneicys atsaroda vacuokais
parks ar pridu, i iz pilskolna ari beja parks, kuru beja pla-
nuots atteisteit tuoluok. 1932. goda tyka niilamts nGjaukt
akys pilskolna, kuruos tyma laika dzeivuojusi septeni cyl-
vaki. Pilskolns tyka apstateits ar kikim i labikuortuots. 1936.
goda pi Vipingys lauksaimisteibys $kolys jau beja izstruo-
duots projekts pilsatys parkam. Bez tuo pilsata vairuokuos
vituos tyka ireikuoti apstatejumi, meZa dinuos tyka Istateiti
kaki gar ilom i pilsatys zalajuos zonuos. Rézeknis upis
krostiis beja vairuokys mauduosonuos vitys i laivu nima.

Byuvniceibys uzplaukums
Storpkaru periods beja aktivs byuvniceibys laiks. 1922.

goda apmaram niulejuo Rézeknis Sporta puorvaldis
sporta laukuma vita tyka izcalts Armejis Sporta kluba

In 1922, a decision was made not to allocate land
specifically for the creation of a city park. At that time,
Rézekne already had several small parks: the oldest, fea-
turing a pond, was located behind the Orthodox Church,
and another was situated on the castle mound, which
was intended for further development. In 1932, a deci-
sion was made to demolish the buildings on the castle
mound, home to seven residents at the time, in order
to landscape the area and plant trees. By 1936, a project
had already been developed for a new city park near
the Vipinga Agricultural School. In addition to these
initiatives, green spaces were arranged in various parts
of the city, and trees were planted along streets and in
green zones during forest day events. Several swimming
areas and boat rentals were available along the banks of
the Rézekne River.
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53. attals. Storpkaru perioda
atsagums iz kaidys nu Atbrei-
vuosonys alejis satu fasadem
2023. goda.

Figure 53. Shop name fresco
on Atbrivosanas Aleja, 2023.
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54. attals. AtbreivuoSonys
alejis krystuojums i tylts puor
Rézeknis upi 1930. godas.

Figure 54. Bridge and junction
near Atbrivosanas Aleja, 1930s.
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sporta laukums, kur tyka ireikuota estrade i nasarysy-
nuoja Rézeknis Dzismu svatki, sporta pasuokumi, dala nu
Pluovis svatku natiksonu i cyti pasuokumi.

Stpluok sporta laukumam, apmaram storp Slimneicys,
Raina i Upis lom, tyka izcalts 30 hektaru lels pilsatys lid-
lauks. 1924. goda tyka izcalta aka 9. Rézeknis kuojiniku
pulkam ($udin - Dzintaru ila 7).

1925. gods 18. novembr1 pilsatys katuolu kopis (myusu
dinuos — Mira ilys kopi) svineigi atkluoja piminekli Latvejis
atbreivuosonys ceinuos krytusajim karaveirim, kura pro-
jektéja slovonuokais latvisu arhitekts Eizens Laube. Tys

Construction Boom

The interwar period was a time of active construction
in Reézekne. In 1922, the Army Sports Club established
a sports field at the location of today’s Rezekne Sports
Administration grounds. A stage was erected there, serv-
ing as a venue for Rézekne song festivals, sports com-
petitions, segments of the Harvest Festival, and other
public events. Adjacent to the field, roughly between
Slimnicas, Raina, and Upes streets, a city airport was
built. In 1924, a building for the gth Rézekne Infantry
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beja velteits 115 karaveirim, kuri kryta Breiveibys ceinuos.
Stpluok breiveibys ceineituojim kopis paglobuoti ari 15
vuocu armejis karaveiri, i storpkaru laika ite izveiduoti
ostoni kopi: katuolu, luteranu, vacticeibniku, baptistu,
adventistu, bruolu draudzis, garnizona i pilsatys breivkopi.
Kopsatys paplasynuoja 1934. goda, kod pilsata piskeire
zemi i katuolu, i luteranu draudzei kopu paplasynuosonai.

1927. goda Pavils Pavlovs (1882-1977) tyka Rézeknis
posvaldeibys arhitekta omota i aktivi Isasaisteja pilsatys
aku projektieSona i rekonstrukceja. 1929. goda péc Pavila
Pavlova projekta tyka pabeigta Latgolys Tautys pils, puor-
byuvejit asisi Losana sabidryski saitu nomu. Aka tyka
ci8i pusteita gaisa uzbrukuma 1944. goda i beja vina nu
pyrmds, ki piec kara atjaunuoja vuocu kara giustekni.
Taipos piec Pavlova projekta 1927. goda Latgolys i Andreja

Upisa ilys styur divstuovu dzeivuojami aku puorbyuvéja

Interwar Period

Regiment was constructed (Dzintaru Street 7). On No-
vember 18, 1925, a solemn unveiling ceremony was held at
the city’s Catholic cemetery (now Miera lela Cemetery)
for a monument dedicated to the 115 soldiers who died
in the Latvian War of Independence. The monument
was designed by the renowned Latvian architect EiZens
Laube (1880-1967). In addition to the freedom fighters,
15 German soldiers were also buried in the cemetery. Dur-
ing the interwar years, eight cemeteries were established
in Rézekne: Catholic, Lutheran, Old Believer, Baptist,
Adventist, Moravian, garrison, and city public cemeteries.
In 1934, the cemetery grounds were expanded when the
city granted additional land to both the Catholic and
Lutheran congregations.

In 1927, Pavel Pavlov (1882 - 1977) took up the position
of Rézekne municipal architect and actively worked on
designing and rebuilding city buildings. In 1929, accord-
ing to Pavel Pavlov’s project, the Latgale People’s Palace
was completed by rebuilding the existing Losans public
gathering house. The building suffered greatly in 1944
due to air raids and was one of the first to be restored by
German prisoners of war after the war.

As part of Pavlov’s project, in 1927, a two-story resi-
dential house was rebuilt as a Jewish school at the corner
of Latgales and Andreja Upisa streets; this has not sur-
vived to this day. In the same year, the horse postal station
built in 1836 was rebuilt as the Rézekne City Board build-
ing. This reconstruction caused some discussions and
dissatisfaction because, according to some specialists, the
most beautiful building in the city was spoiled. As part
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55. attals. Rézeknis
komercskola 1930. godis.

Figure 55. Rézekne
Commercial School, 1930s.
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par ebreju Skolu, kas da myusu dinu nav sasaglobuojuse.
Tyma posa goda 1836. goda caltd zyrgu posta staceju
puorbyuvéja par Rézeknis pilsatys valdis aku. Itei rekons-
trukceja izraiseja zynomys diskusejis i naapmirynuotei-
bu, parti ka, piec dazu ekspertu dimu, pilsatys skais-
tuokuo aka tyka samaituota. Rekonstrukcejis rezultata
vinam nu spuornu tyka pivinuots Gtrais stuovs i izcalts
tarns. Rézeknis diimi 1944. gods juli atsakuopt saspry-
dzynuoja vuocu armeja, i aka nikod natyka atjaunuota.
1932. goda piec Pavlova projekta pilsata tyka pabeigta
storpkaru perioda duorguokuo aka — Rézeknis aprinka
slimneica (Sudin - 18. novembra ila 43), kura ar 1932.
godu palyka par Sorkonuo krysta slimneicu. 1931. goda
tyka apstyprynuots Pavlova Suopu Divmuotis bazneicys
projekts, bet divnoma celtniceiba isavvylka nu 1934. da
1939. goda. 1934. goda apstyprynuota Otto Stencela dzier-
novu puorbyuve.

1936. gods decembri svineigi tyka atkluota piec Pavila
Pavlova projekta caltuo Rézeknis 2. latvisu pamatskola
- vineiguo skola Rézekné, kur stundis nityka literaraja
latvisu voliida. Skolys aka palyka par vinu nu moder-
nuokis skolu aku Rézekné, apreikuota ar centralt apkuri,
iudina padevi, sanitarit mazglu. Tai kai pilsata nabeja ni
centralizatys iudina padevis, ni kanalizacejis sistemys,
pi Skolys tyka iziirbta arteziskuo oka, nu kurys iudins
tyka syukts ar elektriski sitkni, bet kanalizacejis sistema
tyka savinuota ar pilsata astsa valsts vydsskolys kana-
lizacejis teiklu. 1936. goda Pavlovs tyka atbreivuots nu
pilsatys arhitekta pinuokumu, kam byudams krivs, jis
nabeja piteikiisi labi Isavuicejs latvisu voladu i navaréja

of the reconstruction, a second floor was added to one of
the wings and a turret was built. The city board building
was blown up by the retreating German army in July 1944
and was never restored. In 1932, again within Pavlov’s
project, the most expensive interwar period building in
the city was completed - the Rézekne District Hospital
(today: 18. novembra Street 43), which became the Red
Cross Hospital in November 1932. In 1931, Pavlov’s Our
Lady of Sorrows Church project was approved, but the
construction of the church dragged on from 1934 to 1939.
In 1934, Otto Stencelis’ mill reconstruction was approved.

In December 1936, Rézekne’s 2nd Latvian Primary
School, built according to Pavel Pavlov’s design—the only
school in Rézekne where teaching took place in literary
Latvian—was solemnly inaugurated. The school build-
ing became one of the most modern school buildings in
Rézekne, equipped with central heating, plumbing, and
sanitary facilities. As the city had neither centralized
plumbing nor sewerage, an artesian well was drilled at
the school, from which water was pumped with an elec-
tric pump, and the sewerage was connected to the city’s
existing state secondary school sewerage network. In
1936, Pavlov was relieved of his duties as city architect
because, being Russian, he had not sufficiently mastered
the Latvian language, and therefore, under the condi-
tions of Karlis Ulmanis’ regime, he could not continue
to perform the duties of such a high-ranking official. After
being dismissed from his post, Pavlov continued to de-
sign schools, churches, and other public buildings in
Latgale, and also worked in the Rézekne municipality,
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turpynuot pildeit tik augsta iriedna pinuokumus Karla
Ulmana rezima. Piec atlaisSonys Pavlovs turpynuoja pro-
jektét skolys, bazneicys i cytys sabidryskuos akys Latgola,
kai ari struoduoja Rézeknis posvaldeiba, bet piec Utruo
pasaula kara emigréja iz Argentinu i valuok iz ASV.
1927. goda tyka atkluots betona arku tylts puori Rézek-
nis upei AtbreivuoSonys aleja i pabeigts tylts pi bejusis
Lescinska, talaik Helenys Jaskovskys (1905-?) dziernovu.
1928. goda tyka pabeigta skoluotuoju instituta aka piec
Paula Kundzina (1888-1983) projekta, kas palyka par le-
luokii sabidryskii aku Rézekneé. 1928. goda piec arhitekta
Davida Zarina (1892-1980) projekta Atbreivuosonys ale-
jis i Bruolu Skryndu ilu styurl tyka izbyuvata treis stuovu

but after World War II he emigrated to Argentina and
later to the USA.

In 1927, a concrete arch bridge over the Rézekne River
on Atbrivosanas Aleja was opened, and the bridge near the
former Le$¢inskis mill, now Heléna Jaskovska’s (1905-?)
mill, was completed. In 1928, the Teachers’ Institute build-
ing was completed as part of Pauls Kundzins’ (1888-1983)
project, becoming the largest public building in Rézekne.

That same year, a three-story post and telegraph build-
ing was erected at the corner of Atbrivosanas Aleja and
Bralu Skrindu streets, designed by architect Davids Zarins
(1892-1980). Judicial institutions were housed on the build-
ing’s third floor. Severely damaged in 1944, it was never
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56. attals. Rézeknis
$koluotuoju instituts 1930.
godas.

Figure 56. Rezekne Teacher’s
Institute, 1930s.
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57. attals. Pimineklis “Vienoti ~ posta i telegrafa aka, kurys tresaja stuova izavituoja pilsatys

Latvijai”, fona Rézeknis pilsatys  istuodis. Aka tyka stypri bjuota 1944. goda i natyka atjau-

valdis noms ap 1939. godu. nuota. 1932. goda piec Haralda Blaua (1885-1945) projekta

Figure 57. “Vienoti Latvijai” izbyuvéta_l Valsts Zemesbar.lkys Rézeknis filialis aka. Aka da

monument and Town Hall, myusu dinu nav saglobuojuse.

€. 1939. 1931. goda marta ndjauce vact kiika luteranu bazneicu,
i jaunuo bazneica, kas calta piec Valsts Rézeknis tehnis-
kuos i orudskolys direktora Jana Cirula (1880-1941?)
projekta, tyka Isvieteita 1938. goda. 1836. goda Cirulis
ijjéme Pavlova vitu pilsatys golvonuo arhitekta omota.

Storp 1930. i 1933. godu preteima skoluotuoju insti-
tutam (Sudin — Atbreivuosonys alejis 126. i 128. nomu
rajoni) tyka ireikuotys Soseju i zemis celu departamenta
6. rajona celu inZinermehaniskuos darbneicys i masynu
nulyktovys.

1930. goda tyka pabeigta arhitekta Indrika Blankenburga
(1887-1944) projektatuos Rézeknis Komercskolys aka,
kura atsaroda ari latvisu valsts gimnazeja, Latgolys Tautys
universitate i Rézeknis Konservatoreja. 1936. goda komer-
cskolys aka ar leli laukumu priska kolpuoja par golvoni
aku Utrajai Vyspuorejis razys svatku Latgolys niivoda
izstuodei. Aka niipasteita Utraja pasaula kara, i $udin ita-
ma vita atsariin Rézeknis Kulturys i atpyutys parks, tauta
pazeistams kai Raina parks.

1933. goda izcalta “Latgolys pina” kippinuotova (Lat-
golysila g1), kura sajéme pinu nu 44 krejuosonys punktu,
tyma skaita nu Zylupis, Ludzys, Maltys i cytu vitu.

1934. gods oktobri piec Aleksandra Klinklava (1899
1982) projekta byuvatuo infekceju slimneica (Sudin -
Rézeknis slimneicys infekcejis slimeibu ntidala) i kapleica.
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Slimneica ar picom pilneiba izolejamom niidalom i puor-
vituojamom sinom iz ti Salti beja modernuokuo lipeigiis
slimeibu aka Latveja. Ityma pat goda tyka izcalta Rézeknis,
Ludzys i Jaunlatgolys zemis gruomotu regionaluo nadala
(Sudin - Policejis aka Kr. Valdemara 1la 20).

1936. goda tyka aptyprynuots Jana Cirula 1. latvisu pa-
matskolys (Sudin - Rézeknis Katuolu vydsskola) puor-
byuvis projekts. Ityma pat goda zinuots par jaunuos, mo-
dernuos lupkautives celtniceibu (Sudin — Rézeknis kotlu
muojis teritoreja Reigys1la 1) i jau struodojusi spirta briizi,
iz kura apleicinis zemniki vede nadut bulbis. 1936. goda
beja planuots pabeigt ari 1933. goda apstyprynuota kika
tyltu iz betona pamatnem puor Rézeknis upi Duorzu ila,
taipo$ ari pabeigt jaunuo tierga izbyuvi storp niulejuom
Skolys i Reigys ilom. Lai ari teritoreja jau beja niiplana-
ta i sagataveita, iz priSku viests par tierga ireikuosonu

apseikst.

Interwar Period

restored. In 1929, the Rézekne branch of the Bank of Latvia
(today Baznicas Street 22) was rebuilt in its present form. In
1932, the State Land Bank branch building was constructed,
following a design by Haralds Blaus (1885-1945).

In 1936, architect Janis Cirulis’ project for the recon-
struction of the 1st Latvian Primary School building (to-
day Rézekne Catholic Secondary School) was approved.
That same year, construction began on a modern mu-
nicipal slaughterhouse, and reports were made of an op-
erating spirit distillery, where nearby farmers delivered
potatoes for alcohol production.

Also in 1936, plans were made to complete the wooden
bridge with concrete foundations over the Rézekne River
on Darzu Street, a project originally approved in 1933.
Another major initiative, the construction of a new city
market between Skolas and Rigas streets, had reached
the stage of site preparation and planning, but subse-
quent records about its completion are lacking.

Back in 1930, an agreement was reached to relocate
the Alexander Nevsky Chapel closer to the Orthodox
Church. The relocation project was developed and su-
pervised by municipal architect Pavel Pavlov, and despite
opposition from some Orthodox residents, the move was
carried out without incident.

On June 8,1930, the foundation stone for the Monument
to Freedom of Latgale was laid. A design competition
concluded in 1934, and the monument, titled “Vienoti
Latvijai,” popularly known as Latgales Mara, was created
by sculptor Karlis Jansons (1896-1986) based on a design
by Leons Tomasickis (1904-1996). The monument was
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Figure 58. Post office building,
19308.
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Jau 1930. goda tyka panuokta vinuo$onuos par Nevys
Aleksandra kapleicys puorvituo$onu tyvuok pareizti-
ceigiis bazneicai. PuorcelSonys projektu izstruoduoja
i dorbu puorraudzeja Pavlovs, i, nasaverat uz pareiz-
ticeigiis pilsietniku naapmirynuoteibu, kaplic¢ys puor-
celSona niityka bez incidentu. 1930. gods juni tyka lykts
Latgolys Atbreivuosonys piminekla pamats. Metu kon-
kurss ntisasledze 1934. goda, tok Karla Jansona (1896-
1986) piec Leona Tomasicka (1904-1996) meta veiduotais
pimineklis “Vienoti Latvijai’, tauta saukts par “Latgolys
Muoru’, Isvieteits 1939. gods 8. septembril. Piminekla sa-
gataveiSonys dorbi turpynuojuos vél ilgu laiku. 1937. goda
Atbreivuosonys aleju beja paradzats nikluot ar betona
asfalta sagumu, bet 1939. goda, gatavejat piminekla vitu,
ari apleicinis ilys tyka nakluotys ar asfaltu.

Gaidut 1940. goda paradzatuos, tok nanitykusuos
olimpiskuos spélis Helsinkis, Latveja ceréja iz lelu turys-
tu plyusmu, deltam tyka pijimts lamums izbyuvet picys
visneicys - Jelgova, Ciesis, Rajina, Valmira i Rézekné.
Rézeknis visneicys projektu konkursa uzvaréja arhitekts
Stanislavs Borbals (1907-2000).

Visneicys celtniceiba suocés 1939. gods novembri,
byuvdorbi iz zimu tyka apturati i pavasari atjaunuoti, tok
1940. gods vosorys nitik§onu rezultata ti natyka pabeigti.

1940. gods juni Latveja tyka nadybynuota padimu
okupacejis vara, tyka nacionalizati uzjamumi, puorsauce
lys, turpmuokuo kara laika vaira nakai 70% Rézeknis
aku napusteja.

consecrated on September 8, 1939. Its construction in-
volved lengthy preparations: in 1937, plans were made to
pave Atbrivosanas Aleja with concrete asphalt, and in 1939,
the surrounding streets were also asphalted in preparation
for the monument’s unveiling.

Anticipating the planned but unrealized Olympic Games
in Helsinki in 1940, Latvia hoped for a large influx of
tourists, which led to the decision to build five hotels in
Jelgava, Césis, Rijiena, Valmiera, and Rézekne. Architect
Stanislavs Borbals (1907-2000) won the competition
for the Rézekne hotel project. Construction of the hotel
began in November 1939, was interrupted for the winter,
and resumed in the spring, but as a result of the events
of the summer of 1940, construction was not completed.

In June 1940, a Soviet occupational government was es-
tablished in Latvia, enterprises were nationalized, streets
were renamed, and during the war that followed, more
than 70% of Rézekne’s buildings were destroyed.



Padumu okupaceja
(17.06.1940-03.07.1941)

Okupacejis varys
nusadybynuosona

1 O gods 15. 1 16. juni tauta pulciejuos Stropis
9 4 pi Daugovpils uz 3. Latgolys niavoda dzis-
mu svatkim, bet jau 14. juna nakti beja nutykuse pada-
mu pusis provokaceju vértine Jaunlatgolys apgobola
Maslenku i Smailu ritbezpunktiis, ar kurom tyka puor-
kuopts Latvejis—Krivejis nauzbruksonys pakts. 16. juni
Dzismu svatku apmaklatuoju vyda izaplateja baumys, ka
Kriveja planoj ibrukumu Latveja, voi pat, ka tys jau ir
suocis. Beja ari baumys, ka vilcinu satiksme ir apturata. 17.
juni Sorkonuo armeja iguoja Latvejis pilsatuos.

1940. goda, nasadybynojat padimu okupacejis rezi-
mam, pilsata beja drupeit vaira nakai 13 tyukstasys dzei-
vuotuoju. Pilsata puorsvora beja vinstuovu apbyuve, gar
Atbreivuosonys aleju koncentriejuos divu leidz cetru
stuovu akys. Pilsata beja 487 sabidriskuos akys i 1471
dzeivojamuo aka. Gondreiz kotra sata beja duorzs ar
auglu kiakim, dgu kryumim i reizem ari pucu dibem.
Kiipuma Rézekné beja ap 100 moziis oranzereju.

Iudins upeé beja cisi pisuornuots. Dzerami iudini dzei-
vuotuoji dabuoja nu oku, bet sabidryskajom istuodem
i ryupniceibys uzjamumim beja 20 leidz 40 metru dzilis
arteziskuos okys. Dazys ilys tyka apgaismuotys ar elek-
triskuom spuldzem i centraluos ilys beja brugatys, bet
pa 1lu molom stipés Gzulu, klovu, G$u i lipu kaku alejis.

Soviet Occupation
(17.06.1940-03.07.1941)

Establishment of the Occupation
Government

On June 15 and 16, 1940, crowds gathered in Stropi
near Daugavpils for the Third Latgale District Song
Festival. However, as early as the night of June 14, Soviet
provocations had occurred at the Maslenki and Smaili
border posts in Jaunlatgale district, violating the Latvian—
Soviet non-aggression treaty. On June 16, rumors began
to spread among festival attendees that a Soviet invasion
of Latvia was imminent, or had already begun. There
were even claims that train traffic had been suspended.
The following day, on June 17, the Red Army entered
Latvian cities.

When Soviet forces entered Rézekne in 1940, the city
had just over 13,000 inhabitants. Most buildings were
single-story wooden houses, though two- to four-story
structures lined Latgales Street and Atbrivosanas Aleja.
The city contained 487 public buildings and 1,471 resi-
dential buildings. Nearly every house had a garden with
fruit trees, berry bushes, or flower beds, and there were
reportedly about 100 small greenhouses across the city.

The Rézekne River was heavily polluted, so drinking
water was typically drawn from private wells. However,
public institutions and industrial enterprises used deeper
artesian wells, 20 to 40 meters deep. Some streets were
illuminated with electric lights, and the main roads were
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59. attals. Bejusuos Latvejis
Zemis bankys aka 1943. goda.

Figure 59. Former State Land
Bank building, 1943.

Padimu okupaceja \ Soviet Occupation
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Sabidryska transportu pilsata nadrisynuoja Girmani (1939.
goda pilsata beja ap 30 Grmanu).

Oculiciniki, kuri beja redziejusi Sorkonuos armejis
marsu pa Atbreivuosonys aleju, saceja, ka karaveiri izaver
kai bieglu bors: j1 marsiejusi bez iryndys, beja izsolkusi,
apkluoti puteklis, sasveidusi, dazi staiguoja bosom kuo-
jom, vinam karaveiram bejuse apauta vina kuoja, a Gitru

paved. Rows of oaks, maples, ash trees, and lindens lined
many of the streets. Public transport was provided by
approximately 30 horse-drawn carriages as of 1939.
Eyewitnesses recalled the arrival of the Red Army
along Atbrivosanas Aleja with a mix of disbelief and sad-
ness. The soldiers appeared more like refugees than an
invading army, disorganized, dusty, emaciated, some
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zuoboku tys ness rika. Aiz karaveiru ibrauce skumeigs,
puteklains tanks. Dzeivuotuoju reakcejis bejusys atski-
reigys — cyti ruodeja skumu nilemteibu, bet dazys ebreju
meitinis Isarodusts karaveirus sveice ar pucem.

Jau pyrmajuos dinuos tyka rekvizati lobuoki dzeivakli,
bet zamuokuo ranga karaveiri Rézeknis upis iudinds at-
dzysynuoja samiiceituos kuojis. Leluokais puorsteigums
padiimu karaveirim beja boguotais veikalu asortiments.
Nedelis laika vysi veikali tyka iztukSuoti, eisa laika tyka iz-
pierkti vysi riikys stundiniki. Oculiciniks apraksteja gadini,
kod karaveirs raudzeja niipierkt septenus boltuos maizis
klaipus. Iz puordeviejis puorsteigumu karaveirs atsacejs,
ka tik daudz maizis jam pitiks dizgon ilgam laikam, bet,
kod puordevieja vaicuojuse, voi nabyutu lobuok reit na-
pierkt svaigu maizi, karaveirs izbreina isasaucs: ,Voi tod
reit ari byus?” Vél vins kuriozs gadins (voi varbyut pilsatys
legenda) asat natics ar oficeru sivom, kurom Tautys pils
sorgs par napimaruotu apgierbu volkuosonu atsacejs i$o-
nu iz teatra izruodi. Damys, kai zinuots, Isaroda iz izruodi
naktskraklds, kuris beja ntipierkusys, dimojit, ka tuos
ir smolkys suknis.

Vysys avizis tyka slagtys i izdats reikuojums nadat vysys
privatuos radejis i izjimt radeju antenys nu satu. Tyka puor-
sauktys 16 1lys. 1940. goda tyka dybynuota Rézeknis Tautys
augstskola ar 200 studentim, suoce dorbuotis galdniceibys,
namdoru, myurniku i cyti kursi. Amatniki i pakolpuojumu
snidzieji apsavinuoja artelis pa specialitatem. 1941. gods
suokuos pilsata suoce dorbuotis metala apstruodis, vylnys
puorstruodis, tekstilkruosuosonys uzjamumi, adeitova, kai
ari mebe]u kombinats “Sarkana blazma” i kruosu fabrika

barefoot, and others with mismatched footwear. A lone,
dusty tank followed behind them. The reactions of res-
idents were mixed: many greeted the sight with quiet
resignation, while a few Jewish girls welcomed the sol-
diers with flowers.

Within days, the best apartments in the city were req-
uisitioned for Soviet officers. Lower-ranking soldiers
could be seen bathing their tired feet in the Rézekne
River. The abundance of goods in local shops surprised
many of the new arrivals. In less than a week, stores had
been emptied, and wristwatches quickly sold out. One
eyewitness recalled a Soviet soldier trying to buy seven
loaves of white bread. When asked why he needed so
much at once, the soldier responded that it would last
him a long time. When told he could simply buy more
tomorrow, he asked in astonishment, “Will there be any
tomorrow?”

Another often-repeated anecdote, possibly apocry-
phal, tells of Soviet officers’ wives being denied entry
to a theater performance at the People’s Palace due to
inappropriate attire. Mistaking nightgowns purchased in
local stores for fashionable evening dresses, the women
had dressed for the event accordingly and were turned
away by the guard.

Following the occupation, all newspapers were shut
down. Citizens were ordered to surrender private radios
and dismantle radio antennas from their homes. Sixteen
streets were renamed. In the same year, the Rézekne
People’s University was established, enrolling 200 stu-
dents. Vocational courses in carpentry, masonry, and
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60. attals. Rézeknis pilsdrupys
1920. godis.

Figure 60. Rézekne castle
ruins, 19208

SDRUPAS
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“Okers” Ceka (padiimu politiskuo policeja, nu kriva vol.:
Ype3BbIYaiiHas KOMHCCHS 10 60pbOe ¢ KOHPPEBOAIOLIHEH
U CIeKyasinyel) izavituoja diveju stuovu sorkona ceglu
sata, kura Iprisk atsaroda visneica “Venka’, bet Valsts zemis
bankys aku aizjéme partejis golvonuo sekretara kanceleja.

Pilsdrupu nujauksona

Ityma puormainu laika ikryta ari Rézeknis pilsdrupu
ntjauksona. 1941. goda zinuots, ka pilsdrupys teik nii-
jauktys i dabuoti materiali izmontuoti $kolys byuvnicei-
bai. Par pilsdrupu izmontuosonu celtniceibys materialu

Soviet Occupation

other trades were introduced. Craftspeople and service
providers were grouped into specialized cooperatives
(artels).

By early 1941, several industrial enterprises had been
launched, including metalworking, wool processing, tex-
tile dyeing facilities, a knitting factory, the furniture com-
pany Sarkana blazma, and the paint factory Okers. The
Cheka (Soviet political police) set up its headquarters
in a red brick two-story building that had previously
housed the Venka Hotel. The State Land Bank building
was repurposed for the office of the chief secretary.

Demolition of Castle Ruins

During this turbulent period, the demolition of the
Rézekne castle ruins took place. In 1941, it was report-
ed that the castle ruins were being demolished and the
materials obtained were used for school construction.
The use of the castle ruins for obtaining building mate-
rials was already reported by Johann Christoph Brotze
(1742-1823) in 1799; he wrote that the castle tower had
been demolished to obtain materials for the construc-
tion of the state chancellery building. The field stones
obtained from the castle walls were used for building
house foundations, strengthening river banks, and later
also for paving streets. As late as 1903, local historian
Aleksey Sapunov (1851-1924) wrote that the castle ruins
had served as a quarry for several decades. A significant
fragment of the castle ruins was demolished with the
permission of the police chief for the construction of



dabuosonai zinuoja jau Johans Kristofs Broce (Johann
Christoph Brotze, 1742-1823), 1799. goda, rokstat, ka
pils tarns tics nijaukts, kab dabuotu materialus valsts
kancelejis akys byuvniceibai. Nu pils myuru dabuoti lau-
kamini tyka izmontuoti pamatu myurieSonai, upis krostu
nastyprynuosonai i valuok ari ilu brugieSonai. Vel 1903.
goda nivodpietniks Aleksejs Sapunovs (Axexceii CanyHos,
1851-1924) raksteja, ka pilsdrupys vairuokus godu desmi-
tus kolpuojusys par akminlauztuvi. Nazeimeigs pilsdru-
pu fragments ar policejis prisknika atluovi najaukts pri-
vatsatu celtniceibai. 1924. goda Rézeknis pilsdrupys tyka
valsts aizsardzeiba, ko¢ piec napuorbaudeitu zinuojumu
celtniceibys materialu jimSona nu pilskolna turpynuo-
juos ari piec tuo. 1924. i 1937. goda tyka niistyprynuotys
pilsdrupys, tok 1926. goda sabruka kaidys sinys fragments,
kuo rezultata napusteits skiuns pilskolna apaksa i ba-
juota Krosta 1la. 1939. gods augusta pilsdrupys tyka iz-
jimtys nu valsts aizsorguojamis piminek]u saroksta, bet
1941. goda Rézeknis izpyldkomiteja pijéme lamumu par
pilsdrupu nijauksonu i, vé] pyrma Piminek]u puorvalde
beja davuse sovu pikrissonu, tyka suokti nijauksonys
dorbi. Da dorbu apturieSonys paspéja nitjaukt vysmoz
2/3 pils citadelis sinu.

private houses. In 1924, the Rézekne castle ruins came
under state protection, although, according to unverified
reports, the extraction of building materials on the castle
mound continued even after that. In 1924 and 1937, the
castle ruins were strengthened, but in 1926, a wall frag-
ment collapsed, resulting in the destruction of a shed
at the foot of the castle mound and damage to Krasta
Street. In August 1939, the castle ruins were removed from
the list of state-protected monuments, but in 1941, the
Rézekne Executive Committee decided to demolish the
castle ruins, and even before the Monument Protection
Board had given its consent, demolition work on the
castle ruins began. At least two-thirds of the citadel walls
were demolished before work was stopped.






Vuocu okupaceja
(03.07.1941-27.07.1944)

Padumu varys padeji nuzigumi

1 9 4 1 gods pavasari pilsata suoce kleist baumys, ka

gaidoms vuocu Ibrukums i latvisus deportés
iz Kriveju. Dzeivuotuojim tyka izdatys pasis, bet roduos
ari sovdabeigi puorprotumi, pimaram, marianu klaste-
ra i tipografejis “Dorbs un Zineiba” vadeituojam Jezupam
Gri$anam (1891-1988) tyka izduta Azerbaidzanys pilsina
pase.

14. juni tyka rekvizati vysi pilsatys transportleidzekli -
vigluos i smoguos masynys i pat zyrgi ar rotim. Pilsatys
ilys beja pylnys ar milicim i karaveirim, vysur tyka sajim-
ti cylvaki i vasalys saimis tyka krautys masynuos i rotits,
pi pretesteibys tyka izmontuots spaks i draudi. Aizturatas
aizvede iz staceju Rézekni II i, atskirat veiriSus nu sivi-
tem i barnim, jus ikruove lapu vagonas. Grisans sova
atminu gruomota “Pa atminu stygom” (1969) aproksta,
ki jam stuosteja kaids oculiciniks:

“Beju ttraja Rézeknes dzelzcela stacija. Munu Diven,
kas tur darejos! Tur beja eista postora dina. Symtim lapu
vagonu stoveja uz slidem. Nu pilsatas atvastas cylvakus
ar spaku styume vagonis, atseviski veiriSus un atseviski
sivites ar barnim. Lapu Ives$ona vagonus ir vairok cil-
véceiga nakai $Gs nalaimeigis cylvaku sadzeiSona. Pi
vagonim stovéja vasala rynda” apbrunotu karaveiru, un
ti nalove nivinam dait klot pi vagonim: draudéja dartar

German Occupation
(03.07.1941-27.07.1944)

Last Crimes of the Soviet Government

In the spring of 1941, rumors began circulating in Rézekne
that a German invasion was imminent and that Latvians
would soon be deported to Russia. Residents were is-
sued with new passports, though bizarre bureaucratic
errors occurred; for example, Jazeps Grisans, head of
the Marian monastery and the Dorbs un Zineiba print-
ing house, was issued a passport identifying him as an
Azerbaijani citizen.

On June 14, 1941, a wave of terror swept through the
city. All vehicles, cars, trucks, and even horse-drawn
carts, were requisitioned. Militiamen and Red Army sol-
diers filled the streets. Entire families were arrested en
masse, often with violence and threats, and loaded onto
carts and trucks. The detainees were taken to Rézekne
IT Station, where men were separated from women and
children and packed into cattle wagons.

In his memoir Pa atminu stygom (“Along the Paths of
Memory; 1969), Grisans conveyed the account of an eyewit-
ness who had shared with him what happened at the station:

“I was at the second Rézekne railway station. My God,
what was happening there! It was a real day of judgment.
Hundreds of cattle wagons stood on the tracks. People
brought from the city were forcibly pushed into wagons,
men separately, women with children separately. Loading
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61. attals. Rézeknis centrys
vuocu okupacejis laika.

Figure 61. Rézekne center
during German occupation.
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durkli voi Saut. Dina beja korsta. Pipildeitas vagonu du-
rovas aiztaiseja. Vins mozs liidzens pi durovom. Sabozti
vagonds kai sil¢as bucos, cylvaki geiba un kryta turpat
uz greidas. T1, kuri beja pi ladzena, izmysuma klidze
un lyudze yudina, bet karaveiri nalaide nivina klot. Leli
cylvaku pulki, kuri beja atgojusi atsavadeit nu sovim
pidareigim un draugim, stoveja par gobolu, vérés un
raudoja, bet nadreikstéja it vagonim klot, nadreikstéja
padat vagonas asusajim kaidu saineiti ar produktim
voi pat yudini.

Ar cylvakim pipildeiti vagoni stoveja uz slidem un
gaideja.

Pi vokora atgoja pavéle braukt. Garais vilcina sa-
stovs soka kustét. Vagonu sasadarSona, stumdeiSona
kai sopeiga zubu grizsona atkanéja pa vysu vilcini. Uz
td nu vagonim atbildéja Zéleiga cylvaku vaimanosona
un izmysuma klidzini [..] Nu vagonim beja dzézama
nazéleiga krivu un komunistu 16désona. Nalaimeigi niko
vairs nasabeida, topéc nasarékinoja ar vordim un goze
ora uz sovim Inaidnikim vysu sasakrojusa zulti. [..]

Ilgs, zéleigs lokomotives svilpins — zeime, ka vilcins
it prajom. Vilcins soka kustét. Munu Diven, kas darejos
tyma breidi! Lykos, ka dabasi un zeme sajukusi kipa.
Vagonu dordésona lokomotives svilpsona, cylvaku klig-
$ona, spigSona, vaimanoSona — vyss tys sasaléja vina
izmysuma saucini uz dabasim péc atribSonas. Cylvaki,
kas beja atgojusi atsavadeit nu sovejim, stoveja attoluma,
redzéja §0 drausmeigi skotu, raudoja, vaimandja, sivites
geiba un kryta turpat pi zemes. Vilcins 1éni kustéja uz
priksu. KligSona un vaimanosona palyka arvinu klusoka

cattle is more humane than herding these unfortunate peo-
ple. A line of armed soldiers stood guard and allowed no
one near. They threatened to stab with bayonets or to shoot.

“It was a hot day. The doors of the loaded wagons
were shut. Only a small window remained near the doors.
Crammed inside like herring in a barrel, people faint-
ed and collapsed. Those near the window cried out in
desperation, begging for water, but no one was allowed
to approach. Large crowds had come to say goodbye to
loved ones, but they were kept at a distance, unable to
pass food or even water to the deportees.

“The wagons stood idle until evening. Then came the
order to depart. The train began to move. The bumping
and jerking of the wagons echoed like the gnashing of
teeth. From the cars came pitiful wailing and screams.
Curses were hurled at the Russians and communists.
Fear no longer silenced the deportees; they poured out
their bitterness. Then came the long, mournful whistle
of the locomotive, a signal that the train was leaving. My
God, what happened at that moment! It was as if heav-
en and earth had collided. The rumble of the wagons,
the engine’s whistle, the cries, the gasps, the despair, all
merged into a single desperate cry for justice.

“People on the platform wept. Women fainted. The train
moved slowly. The cries faded, then ceased. Handkerchiefs
waved from the wagon windows. The trains long tail re-
mained visible for a time—then it, too, disappeared”

The next morning, residents discovered farewell notes

thrown from wagon windows and scattered along the tracks.



Vuocu okupaceja \

un beigos pavysam niklusa. Nu vagonu ladzenim vél
beja radzama lakatenu un raku vycynosona... VE] beja
radzama gar6 vilcina “aste”, bet dreizi i tei pazuda.

Utra dina dzeivuotuoji atroda atvodu zeimeitis, kas
raksteitys iz papeira strémelem i izsvistys pa vagonu lagim.
IzvesSona turpynuojuos ari nuokusajuos dinuos, bet nu tuo
laika tys niityka diskretuok. Klasiskais scenarejs izavére
itai: pi satys nakti pibrauc malna masyna, bet nu reita sabri
i rodi vaira navar atrast satys saiminikus. Par jas liktini
nikaidu informaceju navar dabuot, ji voi nu paslapyn
izvasti uora nu Latvejis, voi ari tykusi Valsts draseibys
Tautys komisariata noma (VDTK, krivu vol.: Hapxomam
eocydapcmeennoii 6esonacnocmu CCCP) pogrobis. Piec
14. juna nitykumim nivins nabeja driseiba, parta cyl-
vakim tyka sagataveitys “celu kuleitis” T1, kurim izadeve
izbégt nu Rézeknis, baga iz laukim voi globuojuos mezis.

1941. gods 22. juni vuocu armeja ibruka PSRS, bet
26. juni vuocisi iguoja Daugovpili i Rézekne tyka par
Sorkonuos armejis operaceju centru Latgola. Nu tuos
dinys augstuokuo vara pilsata faktiski pideréja kara ko-
misaram, bet par golvona civilas dzeivuotuoju aizdavu-
mu palyka puortykys piguode sorkonarmejis karaveirim.
Kazarmu reZzyma puortyka tyka izsnagta tik militarper-
sonom i milicejis darbinikim, bet civildzeivuotuojim
puortykys izsnégSona nabeja paradzata. Veikali i nalyk-
tovys pilsata beja izlaupeitys i izpusteitys.

Vairums civiltis cylvaku beja atrodusi patvarumu laukas,
bet t1, kas palyka pilsata, raudzeja naizbraukt nu sovys
satys, parti ka kotram, ki satyka iz ilys, tyka puorbaudeiti

German Occupation

The deportations continued over the following days, but
now more discreetly. The “classic scenario” emerged: a black
car would arrive at night, and by morning, neighbors would
find the house empty. No one knew the fate of the taken;
they had either been quietly deported or were being held in
the basements of the Cheka headquarters. After June 14, no
one felt safe. Many prepared “travel bags” in case of arrest.
Those who had the opportunity fled to the countryside or
sought refuge in the surrounding forests.

On June 22,1941, Germany launched its invasion of the
USSR. By June 26, German forces had entered Daugavpils,
and Rézekne became the main operational center for the
Red Army in Latgale. From that moment, authority in the
city rested almost entirely with the military commissar.
The civilian population’s main task became feeding the
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dokumenti, kas biZi vin izraiseja apcitynuosonu iz reizis.
T1 dzeivuotuoji, kuri raudzeja bégt nu pilsatas puortykys

mekliejumils, mieginuoja izavaireit nu apcitynuosonys,
isaukSonys armeja voi globuojuos nu vuocu bumbvedieju,
bizi vin apleicejiis mezis tyka tiizvituotiis sorkonarmejis

karaveiru ritkuos ar aizdimom par spiguosonu Vuocejis

loba. Papyldu tam vysam, Rézekné iguoja leitovisu biegli,
kuri beja atguojusi kuojom nu Daugovpils. Jis vyda bol-
$eviku vara aktivai mekléja vuocu agentus.

27. juli suocés vuocu aviacejis uzbrukumi, iznycynojtt
voi pustejit 81 aku. Da 28. juna pilsata beja palykuse par
de facto kara nimetni. 28. i 29. juni Rézeknis, Ludzys,
Abrinis partejis i padimu istuozu personals planveideigai
izbrauce iz Kriveju. Taipo$ ari milicejis i ¢ekys puorstuovi.
Valerejis Seilis i Pulkveza Brieza ilu styur beja navituoti
diveji tanki, gotovi apsaudeit dzelzacela tyltu pi stacejis
Rézekne I'i Vilanu lu. Tyka saminats Atbreivuosonys
alejis tylts i naskaidru apsvarumu del, ispiejams, kab at-
breivuot skotu storp dzelzacelu i pilsatu, izsprydzynuota
ols dareitova.

Jau pyrmajuos vuocu ibrukuma dinuos iz Rézekni suo-
ce vest vainuotis sorkonarmisus nu kaujis vitu Leivuona,
Krustpili i Daugovpili. Rézeknis Sorkonuo krysta slim-
neica puorsaveérte par kara hospitali, koridoru i kuopnu
telpys beja pylnys ar ivainuotajim. Vuocu propagandys
organs “Daugavpils Latviesu Avize” raksteja, ka kotru
nakti paleidzeiba tyka snagta 8oo cylvakim i ka nu 26.
juna da 3. jula ap picom tyukstisom karaveiru tyka veiktys
operacejis. Uorsti ir struoduojusi zam milzeigys puors-
ladzis, ir pat apraksteits gadins, kod iz operacejis golda

Red Army. Food distribution operated under a military
regime: rations were issued only to soldiers and militia-
men. No provisions were made for civilians, while local
shops and warehouses were looted or destroyed.

Most civilians had already fled to rural areas, but those
who remained rarely left their homes. Anyone encoun-
tered on the streets had their documents checked, often
followed by arrest. Some tried to escape the city in search
of food or to avoid arrest, conscription, or air raids.
However, Red Army soldiers stationed in the surround-
ing forests frequently detained such people, suspecting
them of espionage for Germany. To make matters worse,
Lithuanian refugees—on foot from Daugavpils—began
arriving in Reézekne, and Soviet authorities launched
searches among them for supposed German agents.

On July 27, German air raids began, resulting in the
destruction or damage of 81 buildings. By June 28, the
city had effectively become a military camp. On June 28
and 29, personnel from the Party and Soviet institutions
in Rézekne, Ludza, and Abrene systematically evacuated
to Russia, as did representatives of the militia and Cheka.
Two tanks were stationed at the corner of Valérijas Seiles
and PulkveZa Brieza streets, poised to shell the railway
bridge near Rézekne I Station and Vilanu Street. The
Atbrivosanas Aleja bridge was mined, and, for unclear
reasons—possibly to clear the view between the railway
and the city—the brewery was blown up.

From the very first days of the German invasion, wound-
ed Red Army soldiers were brought to Rézekne from battle-
fields near Livani, Krustpils, and Daugavpils. The Rézekne
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tyka aizmiersts sliminiks ar attaiseitu vadara dabumu.
Tyma pat Salti slimneicys golvonais uorsts Valdis Gavars
(1896-1941) i uorsts Pauls Strave (1891-1941), kuri pisa-
daleja paleidzeibys snégsona ivainuotajim, 30. juni tyka
arestati i nisauti.

Nu 28. juna da 1. jula ¢eka steidzeigai apcitynuoja
cylvakus, kuri beja 14. juna deportacejis sarokstis, bet
nazkaidu imeslu del nabeja izsyuteiti. Tuo vita, lai ap-
citynuotis evakuatu nu pilsatys, valdeiba lyka jas naisaut
iz vitys.

Viteji milici ¢ekistu vadeiba $kiuni VDTK noma pogol-
ma (Sudin itama vita atsarain skvers pi Rézeknis baptistu
draudzis divnoma Atbreivuosonys aleja 67, ituos vitys
tyvuma 1990. goda pastateits piminis akmins) nasuove
i tipat aproka kapa vysmoz 36 cylvakus (Sudin ir identi-
ficati 32 nagalynuotas vuordi), kuras vyda beja jau na-
sauktais slimneicys golvonais uorsts Valdis Gavars, uorsts
Pauls Strave, mezzins Arnolds Kilps (1896-1941), Armejis
ekonomiskuo veikala Rézeknis nidalis vadeituojs Adolfs
Strautmanis (1890-941) i cyti pilsata pazeistami lauds.

Padeji VDTK pamete Rézekni 1. juli, bet 3. juli stei-
dzama kuorta Rézekni pamete padeji Sorkonuos armejis
karaveiri i civilpersonys. Padiimu sapiri nadadzynuoja
vairuokys nalyktovys i sasprydzynuoja divejus tyltus
puori Rézeknis upei. Sorkonuo armeja vél raudzeja iz-
ruodeit kaidu pretesteibu, tok vuocisu pusé beja 1varo-
jams puorspaks. Piec oculicyniku vuordim Vermahta
armejis celu iz Rézekni 1zeimejusi krytusas sorkonar-
misu kermini. Piec eislaiceigys pilsatys apsaudeiSonys
Vermahta armeja iguoja pilsata.

Red Cross Hospital was transformed into a military hos-
pital, its corridors and stairwells crowded with the injured.
According to the German propaganda organ Daugavpils
latviesu avize, aid was provided to 800 people every night,
and between June 26 and July 3, approximately 5,000 sol-
diers underwent surgery. Medical personnel worked un-
der immense pressure, and there is even a reported case
where a patient was forgotten on the operating table with
an open abdominal cavity. Meanwhile, the hospital’s chief
physician, Valdis Gavars (1896-1941), and physician Pauls
Strave (1891-1941), both involved in aiding the wounded,
were arrested on June 30 and executed.

Between June 28 and July 1, the Cheka hurriedly ar-
rested individuals listed for deportation on June 14 who
had, for some reason, not yet been deported. Instead of
evacuating these detainees from the city, a government
order came down to execute them on the spot.

Under the command of Chekists, local militiamen shot
and buried at least 36 people (32 of whom have been iden-
tified by name) in a shed in the courtyard of the People’s
Commissariat of State Security (NKGB) building. This
site is today a square near the Rézekne Baptist Church at
Atbrivosanas Aleja 67, where a memorial stone was erect-
ed in 1990. Among those executed were chief physician
Valdis Gavars, physician Pauls Strave, district forest ranger
Arnolds Kilps (1896-1941), head of the Rézekne depart-
ment of the Army Economic Store Adolfs Strautmanis
(1890-1941), and other prominent local figures.

The last employees of the People’s Commissariat of
Internal Affairs left Rézekne on July 1, and by July 3, the
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63. attals. Vermahta armejis
komandantura ap 1941. godu.

Figure 63. Wehrmacht com-
mandant’s office, c. 1941.

Vuocu okupaceja \ German Occupation

Vuocu administraceja

Piec padejuo laika drausmeigajom bolSeviku izdareibom
dala dzeivuotuoju vuocisu 1iSonu uztveére ar lelu entuzi-
asmu i sveicynuoja tis kai atbreivuotuojus.

4.15.juli vuocu karaveiru kluotbyutné tyka ekshumati
VDTK pogolma narokti cylvaki. Kluotyn beja ari Jezups
Grisans, kurs stuosta, ka piec 14. juna izsyuteionys jis

last Red Army soldiers and civilians hastily evacuated.
Soviet sappers burned warehouses and demolished two
bridges over the Rézekne River. Though the Red Army
made some efforts to resist, the Germans held over-
whelming superiority. Eyewitnesses recalled that the
Wehrmacht’s advance to Rézekne was marked by the
corpses of fallen Red Army soldiers. After a brief shell-
ing, the Wehrmacht entered the city.
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sasatyka ar Gavaru, Stravu, Kilpu i cytim nagalynuota-
jim cylvakim i Isaceja jim bégt, i pats devés iz Cyskodu,
nu kurinis jis ar viteji bazneickungu globuojis apleicinis
mezis, cikom Isaroda vuocisi. PieCuok ¢ekys pamastajas
likvidejamiis cylvaku sarokstis atrosts ari posa Grisana
vuords. Jezups Grisans ekshumaceja pisadaleja kai baz-
neickungs.

Vuoci$i pispide ebrejus ekshumeét misys, kurim vajadzeé-
ja rakt zemi ar plykuom riakom, i procesu pavadeja bru-
tali sitini ar kitka stymbynim. Izroktl myrtni, kapa ap 15,
tyka niilykti tai$ni siipluok bedrei identifikacejai. Grisans
pazyna vysus niigalynuotis cylvakus i pimin, ka dazim nu
nigalynuotajim kulduos atrostys nigriztys kermina dalis
— daguns, auss, lyupys i c., cytim beja apdadzynuotys ker-
mina dalis. Piec pyrmuos bedris izrakSonys tyka atrosti ari
cyti masu kopi. Par Sausmeigajom slapkaveibom vaineigi
tyka pastateiti ebreji, i piec ekshumacejis pabeigsonys tas

ebrejus, kas ti dareja, ntigalynuoja.

Rézeknis 1. pamatskolys aka (niu - Latgolys ila 82) tyka
izveiduota vuocu Vermahta armejis pagaidu komandan-
tura. Pyrmais Vuocejis militaruos policejis aizdavums
beja atrast uztycamu latvisu viersniku, kam tyktu aizdata
istuozu dorba organiziesona i kuorteibys uzturieSona pil-
sata. Ta uzticéja bejusajam Latvejis armejis pulkveZzleit-
nantam Aleksandram Macam (1888-7). Tama posa dina
tyka Icalts pilsatys pagaidu vacuokais inZiners Augusts
Purins i 20 cylvaki, kurim tyka uzdats vadeit 16 pilsatys
uzjamumus i Istuodis. Policeja sajéme niaruodejumus is-
ladzeit vysus pilsata palykusis vodasas komunistus, i iz 17.
augustu cituma beja 597 politiski isladzeiti i 13 sludzeiti par

German Administration

After the recent Communist atrocities, the arrival of the
Germans was met with great enthusiasm by some inhab-
itants, who greeted them as liberators.

On July 4 and 5, in the presence of German soldiers,
the bodies buried in the NKGB courtyard were exhumed.
Jazeps Grisans was present and recounted that after the
June 14 deportations, he had met with Gavars, Strave,
Kilps, and others who were later executed. He had ad-
vised them to flee and himself went to Ciskadi, from
where he and the local priest hid in the surrounding
forests until the Germans arrived. Later, GriSans’ own
name appeared on liquidation lists left by the Cheka. As
a clergyman, he was involved in the exhumation.

The Germans forced Jews to carry out the exhumation,
compelling them to dig with their bare hands while being
beaten with wooden sticks. Around 15 bodies were un-
earthed and placed near the pit for identification. Grisans
recognized all the murdered and reported that some
victims had body parts cut off—noses, ears, lips—while
others showed signs of burning. After uncovering the
first pit, other mass graves were found. The blame for the
horrific murders was placed on the Jewish population,
and following the exhumation, the Jews forced to dig up
the bodies were executed.

The temporary Wehrmacht army commandant’s of-
fice was established in the Rézekne 1st Primary School
building (Latgales Street 82). The German military po-
lice’s first task was to find a reliable Latvian officer to
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kriminalnfizigumim. 6. voi 7. juli naskaidru imes]u de] na-
daga IeTK Rézeknis nadalis aka (bejusais Viersniku klubs,
aka nav sasaglobuojuse, tok atsaroda AtbreivuoSonys ale-
jis 70. noma rajona) ar vysu vél naizskateita arhivu. 8. jull
izguoja pyrmais “Reézeknes Zinu” metins, kas turpynuoja
izt divejis reizis nedela ar 20 tyukstasu tirazu.

9.julijau dorbuojuos Aleksandra Maca vadeituo posval-
deibys posaizsardzeibys vineiba (vuocu vol.: Selbstschutz)
120 cylvaku sastuova i pogosta beja 30-80 cylvaku lela,
ar Sorkonuos armejis trofeju ira¢im brunuota, paleig-
policejis vineiba.

Bejusaja karantinys teritoreja tyka izveiduota kara gi-
usteknu nitmetne, kura dzeivuoja ap 15 tyukstasu cylvaku.
Kapuma iz 1942. gods apreli Latveja beja 155 399 sorko-
narmisu Isladzeitas, nu kurts 80% beja Reiga (Stalag
350), Jelgova (Stalag 340), Rézekné (Stalag 347) i Lipuoja
(Dulag). Tai kai ivarojama dala citumniku beja vainuoti
voi slymi i vajadzéja dzeivuot cisi gryutis apstuoklis, beja
zynomi ari gadini, kod citumnikus bez imesla naisuove
voi mierdéja boda, miersteibys leimins niimetnés beja
ci8i augsts. Dala Rézekné izvituotiis citumniku dzeivis
apstuokli ivarojami uzalobuoja, kod gondreiz dasmytuo
dala nu jis 1942. gods pavasari kai dorba spaks tyka puor-
vasta iz lauku saimisteibom bez apsardzis. Tikai 5% nu
saimisteibuos izvituotis isladzeitis asit raudzejusi bégt.

Civildzeivuotuoju kasdina

Kod Vermahta armeja iguoja Rézekné, situaceja beja cisi
gryuta. 40% pilsatys veikalu beja pilneiba iznycynuoti,

German Occupation

organize institutional work and maintain order. This role
was assigned to former Latvian army captain-lieutenant
Aleksandrs Macs (1888-7). On the same day, Augusts
Purins, the city’s temporary senior engineer, and 20 oth-
ers were appointed to manage 16 city enterprises and
institutions. The police were instructed to imprison all
leading Communists remaining in the city at Rézekne
Prison; by August 17, the prison held 597 political pris-
oners and 13 criminal offenders.

On July 6 or 7, for unclear reasons, the NKVD’s de-
partment building in Rézekne, the former Officers’ Club,
burned down, destroying all remaining archives. On
July 8, the first issue of Rézeknes zinas was published;
it continued twice weekly with a circulation of 20,000.

By July 9, the municipal self-defense unit (Selbstschutz),
led by Macs, was operating with 120 members, while the
parish auxiliary police numbered 30 to 80 men, armed
with captured Red Army weapons.

A prisoner-of-war camp was established in the former
quarantine area, holding approximately 15,000 people.
By April 1942, Latvia held a total of 155,399 Red Army
prisoners, 80% of whom were located in Riga (Stalag 350),
Jelgava (Stalag 340), Rézekne (Stalag 347), and Liepaja
(Dulag). Many prisoners were wounded or sick and lived
under harsh conditions. There are documented cases of
prisoners being shot without cause or dying from starva-
tion, resulting in very high mortality rates. Conditions
improved somewhat for prisoners in Rézekne when nearly
a tenth were released to work on rural farms in spring 1942
without guards—only about 5% escaped.
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a puorejl izlaupeiti. Apleicinis saimisteibys beja stypri
izpusteitys, deltam provizeju (puortykys kruojumi ka-
raspakam) varéja dabuot tik aprinka attuolajis nastyurts,
kuri nabeja citusi nu kara. Vituos, kur beja guojuse puori
Sorkonuo armeja, zemniki beja pagaisynuojusi puortykys
kruojumus i biZi vin vysu sovu idzeivi. Puortykys piguo-
duosonai vajadzéja kravys masynys, kurtis Rézekné stypri
tryuka.

Vysleluokais smogums kryta iz zemnikim, kurim vaja-
dzé&ja nadit dlu, bulbu, graudu, lapu i c. nadavys, kurys
naresi beja ci8i gryusi izpildeit, vys par naizpildi draudéja
borgys struopis. Tok ir zynomi ari gadini, kod iriedni, kuri
nudrasynuoja nadiklu vuoksSonu, paleidzéja nabadzei-
gajim zemnikim.

Viteji dzeivuotuoji pastuoveigai tyka syuteiti iz dorbu
Vuoceja i jim beja juopisadola vysaidu veidu paleidzeibys
vuoksona armejai. Bet, nasaverit uz itom naierteibom,

German Occupation

Daily Life of Civilians

On the arrival of the Wehrmacht army, the situation in
Rézekne was dire. Approximately 40% of the city’s shops
were completely destroyed, and the remainder had been
looted. The surrounding farms suffered severe devasta-
tion, making it possible to procure provisions only from
distant parts of the district that had escaped the worst of
the war. In areas previously occupied by the Red Army,
many farmers had lost their food supplies and often all
their belongings. Food procurement required trucks,
which were in critically short supply in Rézekne.

The greatest burden fell on the peasants, who were
forced to pay taxes on eggs, potatoes, grain, livestock,
and other goods. Meeting these demands was often dif-
ficult, and failure to comply threatened severe penalties.
However, there were cases where some officers oversee-
ing tax collection showed compassion and helped needy
peasants. Local residents were regularly recruited for
forced labor in Germany and compelled to contribute
to various aid collections supporting the army.

Despite these hardships, life for Latvians under German
occupation was relatively peaceful compared to other war-
time experiences. The Germans restored many interwar
institutions, self-government bodies, and street names,
and generally interfered little in public affairs.

However, the situation was far worse for Communists
and Jews. All Communists were ordered to be arrested
and imprisoned in Rézekne Prison on the very first day
of occupation. Jews were confined to a ghetto in the
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64. attals. Rézeknis Vacpilsatys
panorama ap 1941. godu.

Figure 64. Old Town
panorama, c. 1941.
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latvisim dzeive vuocu okupacejis apstuoklis beja samara
mireiga. Vuocisi atjaunuoja daudzys storpkaru istuodis,
pospuorvaldis 1stuodis, ilu nasaukumus i c., i moz Isa-
jauce sabidryskajuos lituos.

Komunistim i ebrejim guoja svakuok. Vysus komu-
nistus lyka arestét i islidzeit Rézeknis cituma pyrmaja
okupacejis dina, bet ebrejus islidzeja geto kaidys satys
pogolma Andreja Upisa ila, nu kurinis jus pa dalom aiz-
vede iz Ancupanu kolnim i iz ebreju kopim, kur ji tyka na-
sauti i aprokti. Leidzeigs liktins beja ari ¢yguonim. Viteji
posaizsardzeibys spaki 1. augusta niisuove 200 ebrejus
i komunistus, ko¢ piec nadrisu zinu ebreju slapkavei-
bys Rézekneé varéja byut suokusuos vé] pyrma Vermahta
armejis isarassonys. Slapkaveibys bizi veice viteji latvisi.
Dzeivuotuoji kotru dinu redzgja ar brezentu sagtys smo-
guos kravys masynys ar ebrejim, kas devés iz An¢upanu
pusi, bet atsagrize tuksys. Pat buorini ebreji it kai tyka
pajimti nu barnu patversmu i naisauti. Dala ebreju tyka
nasauti Vipingys meza, kur 1944. goda tyka nasyuteita
komanda nu Reigys Centralcituma ar aizdavumu izrakt
i sadadzynuot ntigalynuotas miersteiguos atlikys.

Rézeknis cituma masynraksteituoja sova dinysgruo-
mota raksteja, ka 1942. goda nu cituma niisauSonai iz-
vasti 52 cylvaki — pici politiski isladzeiti, treis zemniki,
pici cylvaki, kas apcitynuoti par saiknem ar sorkonajim
partizanim, i 39 ebreji. Piec daZzu naapstyprynuotu li-
ceibom vuocu okupacejis laika sesuos lelajuos akcejuos
ntsausonai tyka izvasti ap 2000 cylvaku.

Padiimu laika narativa nacistu okupacejis laiks tyka
atspigeluots ar styprim puorspeiliejumim i emocionalu

courtyard of a house on Andreja Upisa Street. From
there, they were taken in groups to Anc¢upani Hills and
the Jewish cemetery, where they were shot and buried.
The Roma people suffered a similar fate.

On August 1, local self-defense forces executed around
200 Jews and Communists. According to some unreli-
able reports, murders of Jews in Rézekne may have
begun even before the Wehrmacht’s arrival. These kill-
ings were often carried out by local Latvians. Residents
frequently witnessed trucks covered with tarpaulins
transporting Jews to Anc¢upani; the trucks would re-
turn empty. Even Jewish orphans were reportedly taken
from orphanages and executed. Some Jews were shot
in the Vipinga forest, where, in 1944, a team from Riga
Central Prison was sent to exhume and burn the re-
mains of the murdered.

The typist at Rezekne Prison recorded in her diary
that in 1942, 52 prisoners were taken for execution—five
political prisoners, three peasants, five people arrested
for connections with red partisans, and 39 Jews. In March
1943, 41 prisoners were executed, and in November 1943,
another 30. Unverified testimonies suggest that about
2,000 people were executed in six major actions during
the German occupation.

The Soviet narrative of Nazi occupation was marked
by strong exaggerations and emotional intensity. Vilis
Lacis (1904-1966) wrote that “in the city of Rézekne they
[German soldiers] shot about eight hundred adults, and
stabbed children with bayonets” The 1945 propaganda
work by Anna Sakse (1905-1981) and Janis Sudrabkalns
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pisuotynuojumu, tai Vilis Lacis (1904-1966) raksteja, ka

“Rezeknes pilseta vini [vacu zaldati] nosava apméram
astoni simti pieauguso, bet bérnus nodiara ar durkliem”
Annys Saksis (1905-1981) i Jana Sudrabkalna (1894-1975)
1945. goda izguojusaja padiimu propagandys dorba sa-
ceits, ka Rézekné naslapkavuotys 11 tyukstasys cylvaku,
tas vyda - tyukstasa barnu.

Audrinu tragedeja

1941. gods 18. decembri patrulis laika Audrinds divejim
paleigpolicejis darbinikim uzbruka pici nu Rézeknis ka-
ragiusteknu n@imetnis aizbagusi sorkonarmisi, kuri ite
beja ireikuojusi pazemis slaptuvis, cikom posi regulari
staiguojusi pa cimu i uzavadusi izaicynasi. Uzbrukuma
tyka niisauts vins nu policistu, bet Gtram izadeve aizbégt.
Apsaudé vins nu uzbrucieju ari guoja baja. Audrinas
nuokusajuos dinuos suocés dzeivuotuoju, tyma skaita
ari vina nu uzbrucieju muotis, aresti. Piec treis dinu ap-
saudeé otkon guoja buja treis policisti, bet jau nuokusaja
dina, 22. decembri tyka arestati vysi Audrinu sadzys
dzeivuotuoji. Izbagusi sorkanarmisi nasaglobuoja kaida
sadza, kurys saiminiki par ti zinuojusi varys istuodem.
31. decembri sorkanarmisi tyka aplankti i ntsauti.

Tyka pijimts lamums organizét paraugpravu: akys tyka
izlaupeitys, dala nu tas puorcaltys iz kaiminu sadzom,
bet puorejuos 2. janvari nidadzynuoja. Gunsgraka laika
izspruoguse akuos niiglobuotuo municeja i granatys. 3.
janvari Anc¢upanu kolnts tyka nasauti 205 sadzys dzei-
vuotuoji, bet 4. janvarl 30 sadzys veirisi tyka publiski

(1894-1975) claimed that 11,000 people were murdered
in Rézekne, including 1,000 children.

Audrini Tragedy

On December 18, 1941, during a patrol in Audrini, two
auxiliary police officers were attacked by five Red Army
soldiers who had escaped from the Rézekne prison-
er-of-war camp. These soldiers had established under-
ground hiding places in the village but regularly moved
about openly, behaving provocatively. In the attack, one
policeman was shot, while the other managed to escape.
One of the attackers was killed in the ensuing shootout.

In the days that followed, arrests began across Audrini,
including the mother of one of the escaped soldiers. Three
days later, another shootout resulted in the deaths of three
policemen. On December 22, the day after this incident,
all residents of Audrini village were arrested and taken to
prison. The fugitives had been hiding in a nearby village,
but the homeowners, fearing repercussions, reported their
presence to the authorities. Consequently, on December
31, all the escaped Red Army soldiers were executed.

A decision was made to organize a show trial as a demon-
stration of control. Buildings in Audrini were looted, some
were dismantled and moved to neighboring villages, while
the remainder were burned down on January 2. During the
fires, ammunition and grenades hidden in the buildings
exploded.

On January 3, 205 villagers were executed in the
Ancupani Hills. The following day, January 4, 30 men
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65. attals. Latgolys ila piec
padimu aviacejis uzliduojuma
ap 1944. godu.

Figure 65. Latgales Street after
bombing, c. 1944.
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nusauti Rézeknis Centraltierga teritoreja. Suovieju ko-
mandu historiografeja cytreiz sauc par Maltys nuovis ba-
taljonu, tuo vadeituojs beja nazkodejais Maltys aizsorgu
ratys komanders, Rézeknis policejis 4. Icierkna kapteins.
Komanda niisadorbuoja ar ebreju likvidieSonu Rézeknis,
Preilu i Ludzys aprinkis. Piec natykusuo vuocisi izplate-
ja 600 plakatus ar pazinuojumu par nitykusa.

Frontis aizmugure

1943. goda Rézeknis $koluotuoju instituta aka beja iz-
vituots garnizons ap 1000 cylvaku sastuova. Obejuos

\ German Occupation

from the village were publicly shot in Rézekne’s central
market area. The firing squad, sometimes referred to in
historiography as the Malta death battalion, was led by
the former commander of the Malta guard company, the
captain of the Rézekne police, 4th precinct. This unit
was involved in the liquidation of Jews in the Rézekne,
Preili, and Ludza districts.

After these events, the German authorities distributed
600 posters announcing what had happened, making the
punitive action public and serving as a warning.

Rear of the Front

In 1943, a garrison of approximately 1,000 troops was
stationed in the Rézekne Teachers’ Institute building.
Anti-aircraft gun batteries were installed at both Rézekne
railway stations, and permanent firing positions with
communication trenches were constructed at Rézekne
I Station, including two machine guns mounted on the
station roof. Artillery and machine guns were also de-
ployed in several surrounding villages.

Significant military engineering works were undertak-
en: extensive fortifications were built in Janopole Forest,
large ammunition depots were camouflaged in Taudejani
Forest, and major fuel and ammunition stores were po-
sitioned about 3 kilometers east of the city. Additional
explosive depots were placed in former gunpowder ware-
houses located 9 kilometers from Rézekne.

The German military presence was deeply embedded
in the city’s infrastructure. A vehicle depot was located
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dzelzacela stacejuos tyka pastateitys zenitlelgobolu ba-
terejis, bet pi stacejis Rézekne I pastateiti ilgtermena sau-
Sonys punkti ar satiksmis ejom, iz stacejis jumta izvituoti
diveji lazmetieji. Lelgoboli i lazmetieji beja pastateiti ari
Pleik$nu i Knimpusu (ispiejams, Knipiski Jusu tyvuma iz
dinavydim nu Rézeknis) cimis. Apjumeigi zemis dorbi
veikti Janapolis i Taudejanu mezas, kur beja nimaskatys
lelys municejis nalyktovys. Devenu kilometru attuoluma
nu pilsatys nazkodejuos pulvera nilyktovuos izvituotys
pulvera i spruogstvilu nilyktovys. Pilsatys sporta lau-
kuma beja izvituots vuocu autoparks, pi cituma parka
i pilsatys tierga laukuma - aviacejis korpuss, pi komer-
cskolys - lidmasynu nasalaisSonys laukums. Dzelzacela
tylta tyvuma atsaroda dagvilys nalyktova, bet vysi dzel-
Zacela tylti beja niminati.

1943. gods novembri Rézekné beja ap 11 649 dzeivuo-
tuoju. Papyldu tam beja izvituots ap treis tyukstasu cyl-
vaku lels vuocisu karaspaks, ap 50 cylvaku latvisu i latga-
Ii8u, apmaram tikpat rumanu. Dala nu slimneicys telpu
beja pilaguotys kara hospitala vajadzeibom, tok slimneica
turpynuoja apkolpuot ari vitejiis dzeivuotuojus. Slimneica
struoduoja ostoni darbiniki. 1943. goda slimneica i aplei-
cejuos 2—-3 stuovu satys beja puorpildeitys ar ivainuotajim
vuocu zaldatim.

Leldinis bombardieSona
1943. gods 27. juli Rézekni bombardéja Sorkonuo armeja.

Bijuojumi nabeja plasi, bet 1. policejis icierknis beja ba-
juots. Masivuoki uzliduojumi niityka 1944. goda pyrma

German Occupation

A Brief History of Rézekne

on the city’s sports field, while the aviation corps was
stationed near the prison park and the city market square.
Alanding field for aircraft was established near the com-
mercial school. A fuel depot operated near the railway
bridge, and all railway bridges in the area were mined.

By November 1943, the city had a population of 11,649, in-
cluding about 3,000 German troops, around 50 Latvian and
Latgalian auxiliaries, and a similar number of Romanian

66. attals. Dzelzacela bajuo-
jumi piec padiimu aviacejis
uzliduojumu 1944. gods apreli.

Figure 66. Damaged railway
bridge after bombing, 1944.
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67. attals. Bjuotuo aka,
Atbreivuo$onys aleja 57 1944.
goda.

Figure 67. Damaged building

at Atbrivosanas Aleja 57, 1944.
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Leldinis - 6. i 7. apreli, kod 11 uzliduojumus pisadaleja
vaira nakai 7o bumbvedieji. Iz pilsatu tyka namastys
gondreiZz 300 tonnys aviobumbu. Bombardiesonys mier-
kis beja dzelzacela stacejis, tok bijuojumi dzelzacela
infrastrukturai i nilyktovom beja nantizeimeigi. Tuo
vita iznycynuoja 70% nu pilsatys dzeivojamuos apbyuvis
ivairumu sabidryskis aku. Relativi naskortys palyka tik
445 akys, pamata nalelys dzeivuojamuos satys.

Pyrmais uzliduojums stacejai Rézekne I suocés 6. apreli,
tys ilga nu 21.21 da 21.45. Uzliduojuma laika dorbuojuos
gaisa trauksmis sirena, tok daudzi ta ignoriejusi, kam pa-
deja laika vyltus trauksme bejuse biza paruodeiba. Utruo
divizeja bombardgja pilsatu nu 21.39 da 22.00, kod pa vysu

pilsatu izacalusi gunsgraki. Stypri tyka bajuotys vairuokys

German Occupation

soldiers. Part of the city hospital had been requisitioned
for use as a military hospital, although it continued to
provide services to local civilians. At the time, the hospital
employed eight staff members. In 1943, the hospital and
the nearby two- to three-story residential buildings were
overcrowded with wounded German soldiers.

Easter Bombing

On July 27, 1943, Rézekne was bombed by the Red Army.
Although the damage was relatively minor, the 1st Police
Precinct was hit. Far more extensive air raids occurred in
1944, just before Easter—on April 6 and 7—when more
than 7o Soviet bombers carried out 11 raids and dropped
nearly 300 tons of bombs on the city. The primary tar-
gets were the railway stations; however, damage to the
railway infrastructure and ammunition depots proved
insignificant. Instead, 70% of the city’s residential build-
ings and most public institutions were destroyed. A mere
445 residential houses, mostly small wooden structures,
remained relatively liveable.

The first raid on Rézekne I station began on April 6
at 21:21 and lasted until 21:45. An air raid siren sounded,
but many ignored it due to a recent pattern of false alarms.
The second bombing wave began at 21:39 and continued
until 22:00, sparking fires across the city. Among the build-
ings damaged were the Teachers’ Institute, the Russian
Gymnasium, the Vocational School, the hospital, the
People’s Palace, and the Army Department Store. The
tower of Our Lady of Sorrows Church and the central
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akys, tils vyda: Skoluotuoju instituta aka, Krivu gimnazeja,
Omotu $kola, slimneica, Tautys pils, Armejis universalvei-
kals, b@ijuots Suopu Divmuotis bazneicys tirns i tierga lau-
kums. Nuokusais uzliduojums suocés 2.46 naktii vairuok
tyka varsts iz staceju Rézekne II. Tyka svistys dagbumbys,
nu kurais dreizi aizadaga kiika satys. Itama nakti daga-
$uos pilsatys atbluozme beja radzama 100-150 kilometru
attuoluma. 7. aprela nakti bombardieSona atsakuortuoja.

Piec aptyvim apriekinim bombardiesona guojusi baja
70-100 civildzeivuotuoju i naniiskaidruots skaits vuocu
zaldatu. Uperu skaits varéja byut ari leluoks, tok lela
dala dzeivuotuoju pavadeja nakts uorpus pilsatu, cikom
sivitem i barnim vuocu administracceja, beistitis uzli-
duojumu, Tsaceja pilneiba puorsacelt iz laukim.

Leldinis bombardieSonys ir palykusys par popularu
pilsatys legendu temu, nu kuris dazys vél dzeivoj. Piec
vina stuostejuma, kurd lauds ari Sudin vys vél stuosta,
bombardieSonys laika isaroda vilcins nu Reigys i cyl-
vaki mekléja patvarumu iz azara lada, kur, piec dazaidu
stuosta verseju, iz jiis tyka sauts liduojuma nu lazmetieju,
bet, piec cytys versejis, tim izsvista bumba, nu kurys lads
ilyuzs i cylvaki nasleikusi azara.

Uzliduojuma guojusi bija ari treis pilsata pazeistami
“Rézeknes Zinu” redakeejis darbiniki. Redaktors Alberts
Sprudzs (1908-1944), autors (i pazeistams pedagogs)
Pauls Svenne (1905-1944) i dorbveds (gazetys “Latgolas
Vords” redaktors) Janis Ikaunieks (1901-1944).

Zalaja catirtding, saisteiba ar tyvojusas Leldini,
Sprudzs nu pilsatys komisara beja sajiems griizu ar olu
i saprats, ka iz Leldini palik vins pats, deltam vokora

market square were also hit. A third wave started at 2:46
AM, targeting Rézekne II Station. Incendiary bombs
ignited fires, especially among the city’s wooden homes.
That night, the glow from the burning city was reportedly
visible from 100-150 kilometers away. Bombing resumed
again during the night of April 7.

Estimates suggest that between 70 and 100 civilians
died in the raids, in addition to an unknown number of
German soldiers. The death toll might have been higher
had not much of the population already begun spend-
ing nights in the countryside. Anticipating air raids, the
German administration had advised women and chil-
dren to evacuate the city entirely.

The Easter bombings have since become the subject
of numerous local legends. According to one popular
narrative still passed down “second-hand,” a train arrived
from Riga during the air raid, and passengers sought
refuge on the ice of a nearby lake. In one version of the
tale, Soviet aircraft strafed them with machine gun fire;
in another, a bomb was dropped on the lake, breaking
the ice and causing many to drown.

Among the civilian casualties were three prominent
staff members of the Rézeknes Zinas editorial office:
editor Alberts Sprudzs (1908-1944), author and ped-
agogue Pauls Svenne (1905-1944), and office manager
Janis Ikaunieks (1901-1944), also known as the editor of
Latgolas Vords. On Holy Thursday, Spridzs had received
a basket of beer from the city commissioner. Realizing
he would spend Easter alone, he invited colleagues to his
apartment on Galdnieku Street to share lamb and beer.

A Brief History of Rézekne
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uzaicynuojs uz sovu dzeivikli Galdniku 1la iz jaru i olu
redakcejis leidzstruodnikus. Piec pyrmuo uzliduojuma
bidri davusis uora nu pilsatys, tok Spradzs ar Svenni
palykusi i atraja uzliduojuma bumba nakrytuse tai$ni
iz Spriidza satys. Var papyldynuot, ka Pauls Svenne tik
tikd beja pasagluobs nu nuovis, kod 1941. gods juli ji beja
arestiejuse ¢eka. Nu naisausonys ji talaik pagluobuse
Vermahta armejis straujuo tyvuosonuos i I§klitu Tautys
Komisariata darbiniku steidzeiguo evakuieSonuos.

Janis Ikaunieks guoja biija nuokusaja dina, kod devés
iz pilsatu apsavert pustejumus. Vuocu zaldati sprydzy-
nuojusi naspruogusis ladenus, i kaida atlyuza truopiejuse
zurnalistam, niigalynojut ta iz vitys. Daudzvit presé pa-
streipuota luteranu bazneicys bazneickunga varineiguo
reiceiba, kurs sovim spakim niidziess bazneica vairuo-
kuos vituos lismojasa gunsgraku, taida veida saglobojut
bazneicu i tuos Tkuortu.

Kaids latvisu legionars aproksta Rézekni piec bom-
bardieSonys:

“Rézekne ir parmainijusies lidz nepaziSanai. Pat tie,
domu, lai atrastu savu maju. Péc ilgas klainosanas pa
drupu un pelnu laukiem viniem parasti veras preti tikai
apkvépusilogu caurumi vai vientuli dameni. Visa pilséta
nav neviena vesela jumta, nevienas nesabrukusas sienas,
un ekas, kuras vél iespéjams mitinaties cilvékam, var uz
pirkstiem saskaitit.”

Kaids cyts autors radzata aproksta itai:

After the first air raid, the guests left the city, but Spradzs
and Svenne remained. During the second raid, a bomb
hit the building directly, killing them both. Notably,
Pauls Svenne had narrowly escaped death in July 1941
when he was arrested by the Cheka. He was spared exe-
cution only by the rapid advance of the Wehrmacht army,
which prompted the hasty evacuation of the NKVD.

Ikaunieks died the next day when he returned to the
city to assess the damage. While German troops were
detonating unexploded ordnance, a piece of shrapnel
struck him, killing him instantly. Contemporary press
reports highlighted the bravery of the local Lutheran
pastor, who reportedly saved his church by extinguishing
fires himself.

A Latvian legionnaire later described post-bombing
Rézekne:

“Rézekne has changed beyond recognition. Even those
who lived here for years must ask the rare passersby for
directions to find their own homes. After long wandering
through fields of rubble and ashes, they often find only
blackened window frames or lonely chimneys. There
is not a single intact roof in the entire city, not one un-
damaged wall. The number of habitable buildings can
be counted on the fingers of one hand”

Another eyewitness wrote:

“As the car enters the city limits of Rézekne, the view
becomes ever more desolate, with ruined house after
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“Lidz masina ieripo Rézeknes pilsétas teritorija, aiz-
vien drimaka klast aina, redzot vienu péc otra sagrau-
tos namus. Latgales Tautas pils, kuru céla no ziedotiem
lidzekliem un ar kuru saistas Latgales atdzimsanas vés-
ture, tagad vairs ir tikai izdegu$a nama krasmatas. Jauna
Romas katolu baznica tapat cietusi ka vairakas citas
skaistas celtnes — skolotaju institiita éka, pasts u.c. [..] Un
Atbrivosanas alejas centra vél aizvien lepns un neskarts
stav Atbrivosanas piemineklis ar Latgales Brives pacelto
krustu pret sarkano padomju”

BombardieSonys liciniks beja ari marianu bruols Jezups
Grisans, kurs Leluos catiirtdinis vokora sasagaideiSonys
de] atsaroda Cyskoda i redziejs gaismojusuos bumbys,
dzierdiejs spruodzinus i tritksnus i redziejs, kai pilsatu
apjam lismys. Piec Leldinis Grisans isarods Rézekné — dala
nu ilu beja naizbraucamys del aku gruvesu i spruodzinu
bedru, Suopu Divmuotis bazneica beja truopejusys dazys
bumbys. Marianu dzeivuojamuo sata beja sagrauta, bet
pogolms i duorzs vinuos bedrés, kurts vyda sur i tur gu-
liejusys naspruogusys bumbys. Kaids nu marianu bruolu
tam atstuostejs 6. aprela natiksonys:

“Lelds catiirtdines vokora vocu kapelans myusu bazne-
ica turéja divkopojumu sovim karaveirim. Divkolpojuma
laika socés uzlidojums, un dazas bumbas tropeja bazneicu.
Bazneica izacéle lela panika. Dazi skréja nu bazneicas, bet
ora veé] sliksok, tur nu vitas kryta bumbas. Kapelans mi-
ryndja cylvakus un lyudze, lai palik bazneica un pasalaun
uz Diva valu. Cylvaki, kuri beja bazneica, vysi palyka dzeivi.

ruined house. The Latgale People’s Palace, built from
public donations and once a symbol of Latgale’s national
revival, is now a charred ruin. The new Roman Catholic
church has also suffered, as have many other elegant
buildings: the Teachers’ Institute, the post office, and
more. [...] And yet, in the middle of Atbrivosanas Aleja,
the Freedom Monument still stands tall and untouched,
with Latgale’s Cross of Liberty raised high against the
red Soviet sky”

Marian brother Jazeps Grisans also witnessed the
bombing. He happened to be in Ciskadi on Holy Thurs-
day and saw the glowing bombs, heard the explosions,
and watched Rézekne engulfed in flames. When he re-
turned to the city after Easter, he found streets blocked
by rubble and craters. Our Lady of Sorrows Church had
been hit by multiple bombs. The Marian brothers’ res-
idence was destroyed, and their courtyard and garden
were pitted with craters and scattered with unexploded
bombs.

One of the brothers recounted that on the evening
of Holy Thursday, a German chaplain was conducting
a service for his soldiers in the church. The air raid be-
gan during the service, and several bombs struck the
building. Panic ensued and some people ran outside,
only to find even greater danger from the ongoing bom-
bardment. The chaplain calmed the congregation and
urged them to remain in the church and trust in God’s
will. Remarkably, everyone inside survived. That same
night, several German soldiers were reportedly killed

A Brief History of Rézekne
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Tama pat nakti Tautas pili tyka nasysti dazi vocu
karaveiri, bet cik - tys palyka naslapums, vocisi naiz-
paude. Nokusa reita un vysu dinu cylvaki laznoja pa
griveklim un vaimanodami mekléja nasystis un sova
monta. Vokora otkon socés uzlidodjums. Sirentas kauce,
zvoni dunéja un vésteja inaidnika tyvosonis. Cylvaki
nu pilsatas baga uz mezu, dazi slépés patvertnés. Gaisa
karinéja un laidés uz zemi gaiSas “egleites”. Socés bom-
bardéSona. Vairokos vitos, seviski uz varojamom celt-
nem kryta bumbas - un tai vysu nakti’”

Turpmuokajuos dinuos daudzi dzeivuotuoji ar vysu
sovu montu izbrauce iz laukim, kab apsamest pi rodim
i pazinom. Uzliduojumi turpynuojuos vé] vairuokys rei-
zis, pi vysa tuo bombardata tyka na tik pilsata, tok ari
tyvejuos sadzys. Zynoms, ka Rézekni bombardgja ari 6.
maja i18. jull.

Vermahta armejis atsakuopSona

1944. gods juli aizasuoce Sorkonuos armejis ofensiva
Boltkrivejis i Baltejis fronté. Nakti nu 26. iz 27. juli Ver-
mahta armeja pamete Rézekni, izsprydzynojat vysys
padamu aviacejis nasagrautuos sabidryskuos celtnis,
tis vyda ari pilsatys valdis nomu, postu, komercskolu,
obejis dzelzacela stacejis i tyltus. Kod Rézekné iguoja
Sorkonuo armeja, Vermahta 329. kuojiniku divizeja jau
beja veikuse 30 kilometru garu marsu i niisatyprynuoja
Vilanas. Tama posa dina Sorkonuo armeja ijjéme Dau-
govpili, div dinys valuok - Jelgovu, i nuokus$aja dina

in the People’s Palace, although the German authorities
never disclosed the exact number.

The next day, survivors combed through the ruins in
mourning, searching for the dead and salvaging belongings.
That evening, the bombing resumed. Sirens howled and
church bells rang out warnings. People fled to the woods
or hid in makeshift shelters. Flares, described by witnesses
as glowing “fir trees,” floated in the air before descending
to mark targets. Bombs followed. Strikes hit key buildings
again, and the destruction continued throughout the night.

In the days that followed, many residents packed up
their belongings and left Rézekne for the countryside,
staying with relatives or friends. Air raids continued in
the following months, affecting not only the city but also
the surrounding villages. Rézekne was bombed again on
May 6 and July 18.

Wehrmacht Retreat

In July 1944, the Red Army launched a major offensive
on the Belarusian and Baltic fronts. During the night
of July 26-27, the Wehrmacht withdrew from Rézekne,
destroying nearly all remaining public buildings that
had not already been demolished in previous Soviet air
raids. Among the buildings blown up were the city coun-
cil, the post office, the commercial school, both railway
stations, and key bridges. When Soviet forces entered
the city, the Wehrmacht’s 329th Infantry Division had
already completed a 30-kilometer retreat and fortified
positions in Vilani.



— Tukumu i Kemerus, bet Latvejis dzeivuotuoji suoce
datis bieglu gaituos.

Nasavert iz ta, ka Rézeknis pilsata tyka Ijimta bez
kaujis, literatura, kas balsteita iz padamu olatim, teik sa-
ceits, ka pilsatys 1jimSonys laika natyka seivys ilu kaujis
i pilsatys jjimSona turpynuojuos nu ostonu reita da dive-
ju piecpusdiné. Tok popularuokaja narativa bizi iklauts
stuosts, ka kaujuos tik par Rézekni kryta 2240 vysaidu
tauteibu sorkonarmisu karaveiru.

That same day, the Red Army also captured Daugavpils;
two days later, it reached Jelgava, and the next day ad-
vanced to Tukums and Kemeri. These rapid develop-
ments triggered the mass flight of civilians from Latvia.

Although Rézekne fell without direct military engage-
ment, Soviet-era accounts frequently described the city’s
capture as involving intense street battles. Some sources
claim that the fighting lasted from eight in the morning
until two in the afternoon. The most widely repeated nar-
rative states that as many as 2,240 Red Army soldiers of
various nationalities were killed in the battle for Rézekne
alone, an assertion that appears inconsistent with the
Wehrmacht’s complete withdrawal and the absence of
documented resistance within the city.
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Utruo padiumu okupaceja
(27.07.1944-21.08.1991)

Kara sakys

od Sorkonuo armeja iguoja Rézekné, satu pogrobiis
lobuojuos ap 200 cylvaku. 70% pilsatys aku beja
stypri maituotys, obejis dzelzacela stacejis beja pilneiba
izpusteitys, i dzelzacela infrastruktura stypri samaituota.
Pilsatys damis aka, komercskola i treis pilsatys barnu-
duorzi beja drupuos i tiis navaréja atjaunuot.

75% pustejumu tyka konstatati pedagogiskajam insti-
tutam, Krivu gimnazejai, Tautys nomam, Zemis bankai,
pilsatys slimneicai, visneicai, omotu skolai i septenom
suokumskolom. Leluok dalu itais aku beja paradzats at-
jaunuot. Renovejamiis aku vyda tyka pimynati ari posts
i Zemis banka, bet Sudin obejis akys ir zudusys.

Pilsata nastruoduoja nivina ryupneica. Dala tehnikys
beja navasta iz Vuoceju, i akys beja iznycynuotys. Kara
rezultata pilsata pagaisynuoja dziernovys, galis kombinatu,
ols dareitovu, ellis spistuvi i uodys izstruodis ryupneicu.
Tyka izpisteita ari jaunuo cukra ryupneicys aka. 35% dzei-
vojamis aku beja pilneiba iznycynuoti, bet 17% bajuoti par
50-75%, tys nlizeimoj, ka vairuok nakai puse dzeivojamuos
apbyuvis beja naapdzeivojama. Vysi pilsatys tylti beja iz-
sprydzynuoti, bajuoti 90% elektreibys, telefonu i telegrafa
teiklu, aizroktys okys. Brugis, kuri vuocisi padejas miene-
$is beja izmontuojusi ntcitynuojumu celSonai, daudzuos
vituos beja nGjimts, lela dala apstatejumu i aleju izgrizta.
Vysi pilsatys divnomi praseja niipitnus remonta dorbus.

Second Soviet Occupation
(27.07.1944-21.08.1991)

Consequences of the War

When the Red Army entered Rézekne, there were
about 200 people in the city, hiding in house base-
ments. 70% of the city’s buildings were seriously damaged,
both railway stations were completely destroyed, and the
railway infrastructure was heavily damaged. The City
Council building, the commercial school, and three city
kindergartens lay in ruins and could not be restored. 75%
damage was found in the Teachers’ Institute, the Russian
gymnasium, the People’s House, the Land Bank, the
city hospital, the hotel, the vocational school, and seven
primary schools. Most of these buildings were planned
to be restored. Among the buildings to be restored, the
post office and the Land Bank were also mentioned, but
today both buildings are lost.

Not a single factory operated in the city. Some of the
equipment had been taken to Germany, and the build-
ings were destroyed. As a result of the war, the city lost
its mills, meat processing plant, brewery, oil mill, and
leather processing plant. The new sugar factory was also
destroyed. 35% of residential buildings were completely
destroyed, and 17% were damaged by 50-75%, meaning
more than half of the residential buildings were uninhab-
itable. All city bridges were blown up, 90% of electricity,
telephone, and telegraph networks were damaged, and
wells were filled in. In many places, cobblestones were
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68. attals. Latgolys ila 1944.
gods augusta.

Figure 68. Latgales Street,
August 1944.

Dzeivuotuoji pamozam suoce atsagrizt pilsata i 1945. | removed, which the Germans had used for building for-
goda dzeivuotuoju skaits beja plaudzs da sesu tyuksttsu. | tifications in recent months; a large part of all green
1945. goda, izstruodojit pilsatys generalplanu, autors nii- | spaces and avenues had been cut down. All city churches
ruoda iz ti, ka: “Vacpilsata 1945. goda arvin sastuov nu sau- | required serious repair work.
ru i leiku ilenu i strupcelu teikla ar haotiski sacaltom nalelom, Residents gradually began to return to the city, and in
iz tii Salti praktiski pilneiba iznycynuotom muojenom.” 1945, the population had reached 6,000. In 1945, when
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69. attals. Atjaunuotuos
Rézeknis vizeja 1945. gods
generalplana.

Figure 69. Vision of restored
Rézekne, 1945.
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Leidz 1946. gods martam dzeivuotuoju skaits jau beja
treiskuorsuojis, sasnadzat 18 tyuksttsys, nu kuras 12 tyuk-
stiiSys dzeivuoja pilsata, bet puorejuos sesys tyuksttsys
dzeivuoja ostonu leidz desmit kilometru radiusa ap pilsatu.
Ityma laika pilsata beja 625 dzeivuosonai pimaruotys dzei-
vojamuos akys, ar videji 4 kvadratmetrim dzeivojamuos
plateibys iz vinu cylvaku. Sanitari mazgli beja resi, i iedina
gataveiSona parosti niityka tamuos posuos telpuos, kur cyl-
vaki guléja. Dala Rézeknis ebreju, kas 1941. goda juni pyr-
ma vuocu isaras$onys beja paspiejusi pilsatu pamest, piec
kara atsagrize. Daudzi vaira navaréja atrast sovys satys voi
tuos apdzeivuoja svesiniki. Ebrejim bizi vin beja juodzeivoj
ci$i $auras apstuoklis kipa ar cytom ebreju saimem. Tai
kai gondreiz vysi ebreju lyugSonu nomi beja izpusteiti i pil-
sata suokuma Zali sinagogu naatgrize ebrejim, lyugsonys
nityka dzeivojamuos akuos lela Saureiba. Atsagrizusi ebreji
turpynuoja struoduot tipiskiis ebreju omotiis.

Nupitna problema beja sabidryskis aku tryukums.
Mozuok izpusteituos sabidryskuos, tierdzniceibys i na-
lyktovu akys tyka pilaguotys administrativajom vajadzei-
bom, tok pilsata nabeja nivinys akys, kur varatu pulcétis
leluoks cylvaku skaits, parti vina nu pyrmis prioritasu
beja Tautys pils atjaunuosona.

Breivaja laika nu dorba i breivdinuos dzeivuotuoji
tyka organizati drupu nivuoksonai, kas turpynuojuos
da 1950. goda. Jau 1949. goda presé zinuoja, ka kotrys
dzeivuotuojs ir apsajiems struoduot 60 stundis pilsatys
atjaunuosonys dorbis.

Jamt vara, ka beja vajadzeiga byutyska satu renovace-
ja, tyka organizats celtniceibys kanturs i aicynuoti dorba

developing the city’s master plan, the author noted that:

“the old town in 1945 still consists of a network of nar-
row, crooked streets and dead ends with chaotically built
small houses, which at this moment are practically com-
pletely destroyed.

In March 1946, the population had already tripled,
reaching 18,000, of whom 12,000 lived in the city, and
the remaining 6,000 within a radius of eight to ten kilo-
meters around the city. In the city at this time, 625 resi-
dential buildings were suitable for living, with an average
of 4 square meters of living space per person. Sanitary
facilities were rare, and cooking usually took place in the
same rooms where people slept. Some of the Rézekne Jews
who had managed to leave the city in June 1941, before
the Germans arrived, returned after the war. Many no
longer found their homes, or found strangers living in
them. Often, they had to live in very cramped conditions,
together with other Jewish families. Since almost all Jewish
prayer houses were destroyed, and the city did not initially
return the Green Synagogue to the Jews, services took
place in crowded residential houses. The returning Jews
continued to work in characteristic Jewish trades.

A serious problem was the lack of public buildings.
Less damaged public, commercial, and warehouse build-
ings were adapted for administrative needs, but there
was no building in the city where a larger number of
people could gather, so one of the first priorities was the
restoration of the People’s Palace.

In their free time from primary work, in the evenings
and on weekends, residents were organized for debris
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piredziejusi celtniki i amatniki. Suokuma pi Rézeknis atjau-
nuosonys struoduoja ap 50 cylvaku. Materiali celtniceibai
tyka jimti nu napasteitas satu drupom. Militarpersonys,
pyrmom kuortom, praseja pierts i velis mozguotovys at-
jaunuosonu. Jau 1944. goda niuleja Bukmuizys ila suoce
dorbuotis barnuduorzs, nu 1. novembra tyka atjaunuota
dzelzacela satiksme. Vuocisi atsakuopiit, beja iznycynuo-
jusi vysys niizeimeiguos dzelzacela konstrukcejis i izpts-
tejusi slizu celus.

1944. gods 5. augusta Rézeknis, Abrinis i Modanys aprin-
ki tyka izdits reikuojums mobilizét vysus veiriSus vacuma
nu 18 da 35 godu. Nu Rézeknis aprinka Sorkonaja armeja
tyka Isaukti 4645 cylvaki. Daudzim izadeve izavaireit nu
mobilizacejis, bet 1, kas tyka da isaukSonys punktu, masvei-
da dezertéja. Augusta vyda cela nu Vilakys iz Ludzu dezer-
teja 11 cylvaki, izveidojut pyrmi lelt meZabruolu grupu.

Pilsatys atjaunuosona

1944. goda suocés dorbs pi pilsatys generalplana. Projekta
autori identificéja golvonuos pilsatys problemys:
1) Pidzelzacela staceju nav laukumu i satiksme
storp stacejom i pilsatys centru ir naarta;
2) Upei ir leikumi, kuru de] kotru pavasari applyust
pilsatys centraluo dala;
3) Nav skaidra pilsatys kompozicionaluo centra
i pilsatys centraluo laukuma;
4) Nav publiskas zala zonu - parku i skveru;
5) Satys ap pilsatys laukumim izbyuvatys naracio-

nali ar napareizu stuovu skaitu;

Second Soviet Occupation

clearing, which continued until 1950. As late as 1949, the
press reported that each resident had committed to working
60 hours on city restoration. Given the need for signifi-
cant house restoration, a construction office was organized
and experienced builders and craftsmen were invited to
work. Initially, about 50 people worked on the restoration
of Rézekne. Construction materials were taken from the ru-
ins of destroyed houses. Military personnel demanded that
bathhouses and laundries be restored first. As early as 1944,
akindergarten began operating on the current Bukmuizas
Street, and railway traffic was restored by November 1. The
Germans had destroyed all significant railway structures
during their retreat and damaged the tracks.

On August 5, 1944, an order was issued to mobilize all
men aged 18 to 35 from Rézekne, Abrene, and Madona
districts. From the Rézekne district, 4,645 people were
conscripted into the Red Army. Many managed to avoid
mobilization, but those who reached the conscription
points massively deserted. In mid-August, 11 people de-
serted on the road from Vilaka to Ludza, forming the
first large group of forest brothers.

City Restoration

In the second half of 1944, work began on a new master
plan for the city of Rézekne. The planners identified
several key urban challenges. Among them were the lack
of squares at the railway stations and poor traffic con-
nectivity between the stations and the city center; river
bends that caused annual spring flooding in the central
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6) Pilsatys dinavydu dala ir dzilis grovys;

7) Azaru nu pilsatys aizsadz seika apbyuve, nateik
izmontuotys azara priskriceibys;

8) Pilsatys teritorejom tryukst funkcionaluo zonie-
juma, ryupniceibys apbyuve it kiipa ar dzeivoja-
majom satom;

9) Magistrale Moskova-Reiga 1t caur pilsatu i ilu
izmara del roda naierteibys pilsatai;

10) Sarezgeita satiksme puori dzelzacela slidem
zimelu i ritumu vierzinas;

11) Pilsata ir daudz skarsilu i strupcelu, naracionali
izmontuotys pilsatys zemis, kai pimars ntiruo-
deita Dziernovu ila;

12) Upis krosti i rajoni tis tyvuma ir aizlaisti i pisar-
nuoti, stypri pisarnuota ari posa upe.

Projekts paredzéja niulejuos Atbreivuosonys alejis cen-
tralaja dala treis i etru stuovu dzeivojamau i sabidryska
apbyuvi, cikom puorejis kvartalus paredzét individualajai
apbyuvei - vina i diveju stuovu satom. Sabidryskuos is-
tuodis beja paradzats koncentrét gar Atbreivuosonys aleju.
Niuleja Latgolys 1la katuolu bazneicys i stacejis Rézekne
IT tyvuma beja paredzata diveju stuovu apbyuve.

Prioritate beja dzeivojamuo fonda i primarts sabidrys-
kas aku atjaunuo$ona, finansu pakolpuojumu, elektreibys
teiklu, telefonu i telegrafa lineju nadrasynuosona, i leidz
1946. godam atjaunuot 100 kKW syltumelektrostaceju (TEC),
telefonu staceju ar 500 numerim, organizét radejis apraidis
teiklu iz Cetrom tyukstiiSom radiostaceju. Iz prisku tyka
apdimuota vareiba Ireikuot syltumelektrostaceju natuoli

part of the city; the absence of a defined compositional
center and a central city square; and a complete lack of
public green spaces, parks, or squares. Urban develop-
ment was deemed irrational, with mismatched building
heights in city squares and uncoordinated zoning, with
industrial buildings being interspersed with residential
areas. Additional problems included deep ravines in the
southern part of the city; the lake, although a potential
amenity, was obscured by small buildings and its advan-
tages went unused; and the riverbanks and surrounding
areas were neglected and heavily polluted.

The city’s road infrastructure was also a concern. The
Moscow-Riga highway passed through the city, creating
traffic congestion due to the narrow streets. There were
also significant difficulties in accessing the northern and
western areas due to poor rail crossing infrastructure.
The city plan suffered from an excessive number of side
streets and dead ends, leading to inefficient land use.

The new master plan proposed a reorganization of the
urban core. It envisioned three- to four-story residential
and public buildings along the central part of Atbrivosanas
Aleja, while the surrounding blocks were to be developed
with one- to two-story private houses. Public institutions
would be concentrated along Atbrivosanas Aleja, while
two-story development was planned in the vicinity of the
Catholic church and Rézekne II Station (the present-day
Latgales Street area). A 1,000 m? central city square was to
be established near the Atbrivosanas Aleja bridge.

Immediate priorities included restoring the hous-
ing stock and primary public infrastructure: financial
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70. attals. Dzelzacela darbiniku
cims Lokomotivu ila 2023.

goda.

Figure 70. Railway workers’
village, no Lokomotivju Street,
2023.
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nu pilsatys kadrys para, kab pilsata puorstuotu byut atka-
reiga nu Daugovpils augstspriguma linejis, kas ir paklauta
vysaidim ryskim, i ireikuot transformatoru staceju pilsatys
dinavydu dala. Taipo$ pyrmaja atjaunuosonys piisma tyka
iklauta pasazeru aku byuvniceiba obejuos stacejuos, kai
ari sagataveiSonys dorbi laukumu izbyuvei pi staceju i celu
byuvniceiba. Iz prisku tyka paradzats paplasynuot pilsatys
riibezus, izcelt lidastu, golvondis transporta lelcelus, eipasi
Moskova-Reiga i Daugovpils—Pleskova, uorpus pilsatys
centra izveiduot apvedcelu. Pi Atbreivuosanys alejis tylta
paradzats 1000 m? lels centralais pilsatys laukums.

Nu sabidryskajom akom pilsata beja paradzats atjau-
nuot i celt: skoluotuoju institutu, teatri (tautys nomu);

Second Soviet Occupation

institutions, power and communication networks, and
transportation facilities. A thermal power plant (TPP)
with a capacity of 100 KW was to be operational by 1946,
alongside a telephone station for 500 lines and a radio
broadcasting system intended to serve 4,000 receivers.
Long-term energy independence was also considered.
Planners proposed establishing a TPP in a nearby peat
bog to reduce reliance on the high-voltage line from
Daugavpils, which was considered vulnerable. A trans-
former substation was to be built in the city’s southern
district.

The restoration phase also included rebuilding the
passenger buildings at both railway stations and laying
the groundwork for public squares and road access near-
by. In the longer term, the plan envisaged expanding
the city’s administrative borders, building an airport,
and rerouting major transport arteries, especially the
Moscow-Riga and Daugavpils-Pskov routes, to bypass
the city center.

The plan also detailed an ambitious program for pub-
lic buildings and amenities. It included the restoration or
construction of the Teachers’ Institute, a theater (People’s
House), a cultural club (with an event hall, cinema, library,
and museum), a stadium, a sports hall, a credit institu-
tion building, a mechanized laundry, public bathhouses,
a hospital and polyclinic (in three buildings), three fire
stations, a district administrative building, a hotel, a city
hall, a police station, a communications hub, an economic
management building, canteens and restaurants, shops,
a courthouse, warehouses, vegetable cellars, a bakery,
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klubu ar pasuokumu zali, kinoteatri, biblioteku, muzeju,
stadionu, sporta nomu, kreditistuozu nomu, velis satu,
pierts, slimneicu, polikliniku trejuos akuos, treis guns-
dziesieju depo, aprinka organizacejis nomu, visneicu,
pilsatys valdi, milicejis nomu, sakaru nomu, saimnicei-
bys organizacejis nomu, iedneicys i restoranus, veika-
lus, pilsatys tisu, i nalyktovys i duorzinu globuotovys,
maizneicys, zyrgu stali, autobusu garazys, tipografeju,
kioskus, paviljonus, estradis parkas i skverts, barnu ra-
talu laukumus i c. mozuos arhitekturys formys. Taipos
tyka planuots atjaunuot ols, uodys i ellis ryupneicys i ga-
lis kombinatu, tok tai kai Ipriskejuos akys beja pilnei-
ba iznycynuotys, jaunbyuvejamuos akys beja paradzats
izvituot spirta ryupneicys tyvuma Mozajlis Garancis
voi ari valuokuos Slauksonys ikuortu ryupneicys vita,
pivadat tom atseviskus dzelzacela atzorus. Tai kai ari
Cukra fabrikys jaunceltne beja sagrauta, ti paredzéja
atjaunuot Ipriskeja vita.

Piec projekta apstyprynuoSonys pilsatys izpildko-
miteja td papyldynuoja ar itaidim planim: pimineklis
“Vienoti Latvijai” juoaizvuoc, tuo vita juopastota piminek-
lis Stalinam voi Leninam, Mozajis Garancis juoireikoj
dzelzacela darbiniku cims, arhitektoniski juontiformej
datikSona azaram nu Breiveibys ilys stacejis tyvuma, pi
upis juoireikoj kikapstruodis ryupneica, stacejis Rézekne
IT teritoreja juoireikoj graudu elevators, juoizce] jauns
muzejs Ipriskeja vita (Atbreivuosonys aleja 102), Andreja
UpisaiKrisjana Barona ilys juosavinoj ar bejusi Dvinskys
Soseju i juolreikoj pilsatys parks aiz Daugovys stadiona
storp Raina i Slimneicys 1lom i Rézeknis upi.

\ Second Soviet Occupation

a horse stable, bus garages, a printing house, kiosks and
pavilions, stages in parks and squares, children’s play-
grounds, and various small architectural forms.

In terms of industry, plans included the restoration
of breweries, tanneries, oil-processing factories, and
a meat-processing plant. Since their former premises had
been destroyed, new locations were proposed near the
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71. attals. Franca Trasuna ilys
jaunuo dzeivojamuo apbyuve
1960. godas.

Figure 71. New houses on
Franca Trasuna Street, late
1960s.
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72. attals. Rézeknis slimneica
1930. godas.

Figure 72. Rézekne hospital,
19308.
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1944. gods 16. oktobri I3klitu Tautys Komisariats Rézekné
nidybynuoja 291. karagiusteknu nimetni. Vuocu karagius-
tekni puorsvora tyka izmontuoti celtniceibys dorbas. 194s.
gods juni Rézekneé 150 giustekni beja niidarbynuoti kury-
namuo saguoduos$ona pi Rézeknis kiksnis kombinata, bet
1580 giustekni beja nizeimatu aku remonta, njauksonys
i celtniceibys dorbs izpildkomitejis aizdavumds. Tei varéja
byut aku najauksona i drupu savuoksona, taipo$ ari na-
teiktu sabidryskis aku remonts. Diimojams, ka vairums nu
giusteknu struoduoja pi bejusuos Tautys pils atjaunuosonys.
200 cylvaki beja niizeimati pi Rézeknis cukra fabrikys celt-
niceibys. Cukra fabrikys celtniceiba natyka pabeigta, i Sudin
par tuos atsarassonys vitu doba nikas nalicynoj.

Vuocu karagiustekni byuvejusi i atjaunuojusi daudzys
vél niu radzamuos pieckara akys. 1945.11946. goda tyka
atjaunuota i ekspluataceja nadata elektrostaceja, tautys
noms, stacejis Rézekne II pasazeru aka, slimneica, sko-
luotuoju instituts, lynu fabrika, bet 1947. goda giustekni
tyka atbreivuoti i atsagrize dzimtiné.

Second Soviet Occupation

spirit factory in Mazie Garanci or later near the planned
Milking Equipment Factory, with dedicated rail access.
The sugar factory, also destroyed, was to be rebuilt on
its original site.

After the approval of the project, the city executive
committee introduced several additional plans: the re-
moval of the monument Vienoti Latvijai, to be replaced
by a monument to either Stalin or Lenin; the construc-
tion of a railway workers’ settlement in Mazie Garani;
the landscaping of the approach to the lake from the
Brivibas Street station area; the establishment of a wood-
working plant near the river and a grain elevator on the
grounds of Rézekne II Station; and the reconstruction
of a museum at its previous location (Atbrivosanas Aleja
102). Plans also included connecting Andreja Upisa and
Kri$jana Barona streets with the former Dvinsk highway,
and creating a city park behind the Daugava Stadium, in
the area between Raina and Slimnicas streets and the
Rézekne River.

On October 16, 1944, the People’s Commissariat of
Internal Affairs established the 291st prisoner-of-war
camp in Rézekne. German prisoners of war were pri-
marily employed in construction-related tasks. By June
1945, 150 prisoners were working in fuel procurement
at the Rézekne timber factory, while another 1,580 were
assigned to demolition, repair, and construction work.
These prisoners were distributed across specific organ-
izations, with the largest group—=8oo0 individuals—as-
signed to tasks for the city executive committee, probably
including building demolition, debris clearance, and the
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Nacionalais sastuovs

1959. goda Reézekné beja 21 429 dzeivuotuoju, nu kuris
12 434 (58%) beja krivi, 6537 (31%) - latvisi, 1098 (0,5%)
- puli, 458 — ebreji, 383 — ukraini, 345 - boltkrivi, 60 —
leitovisi, 19 — igauni i 95 — cytu tauteibu puorstuovi.

Latvisu eipatsvors strauji sasamazynuoja piec dor-
baspaka ivesSonys nu cytu padamu republiku, kab ap-
mirynuotu piaugisi dorbaspaka vajadzeibu pilsatys
daudzajiis ryupniceibys uzjamumis. 1943. goda latvisi
beja 56% nu pilsatys dzeivuotuoju, 1959. goda — 31%, 1970.
goda - 35%, 1979. goda - 35%, 1989. goda - 37%.

1989. goda latvisu voludu prota 45% Rézeknis dzeivuo-
tuoju, bet krivu voladu prota 95% dzeivuotuoju. 15% krivu
runuoja latvisu volada. 1991. gods aptauja par Latvejis
naatkareibu nu 31 370 Rézeknis bolsuotuoju ti atbalsteja
54,3%, nu kuris 27% beja nalatvisi. Zamuoks atbolsts na-
kai Rézekneé beja tik Daugovpil (51,3%) i Reigys Karzemis
rajona (53,5%).

Medicynys apryupe

Piec Sorkonuos armejis uzliduojumu nu vysu slimnei-
cys aku vargja turpynuot dorbuotis tik lipeigis slimeibu
korpuss i aka AtbreivuoSonys aleja 102, kur iz ta Salti
atsaroda poliklinika. Tyka izveiduota valsts sanitaruo ins-
pekceja, kura tryuka darbiniku. Pilsata plasejuos vadara
tifs, izsytumu tifs i barnu infekcejis. Stuosta, ka muosys
i sanitaris pluovusys sinu, kab izgataveit sliminikim mat-
racus i spylvynus. Telpu tryukuma de] kirurgejis nadala

Second Soviet Occupation

repair of public buildings. It is believed that most of them
worked on the restoration of the former People’s Palace.

In addition, 200 prisoners were allocated to rebuild
the bombed hospital, another 200 to reconstruct bridges
destroyed during the war, 80 to restore the damaged
Teachers’ Institute, 50 to work at the dairy, and 250 to
help construct the new Rézekne sugar factory. However,
the sugar factory was never completed, and no physical
traces of it remain today.

German prisoners of war played a major role in re-
building many of the postwar structures still visible
in Rézekne. Between 1945 and 1946, the city’s power
plant, the People’s House, the Rézekne II Station pas-
senger terminal, the hospital, the Teachers’ Institute,
and the flax factory were all restored and brought back
into operation. In 1947, the prisoners were released and
repatriated.

Demographic Shifts

In 1959, Rézekne had a population of 21,429, of whom
12,434 (58%) were Russians, 6,537 (31%) Latvians, 1,098
(0.5%) Poles, 458 Jews, 383 Ukrainians, 345 Belarusians,
60 Lithuanians, 19 Estonians, and 95 individuals of other
nationalities.

The proportion of Latvians declined sharply after a sig-
nificant number of workers, primarily from other Soviet
republics, were brought in to meet the labor demands
of the city’s rapidly expanding industrial sector. In 1943,
Latvians made up 56% of the population; by 1959, this had
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73. attals. Rézeknis ostongadei-
guo Skola ap 1957. godu.

Figure 73. Rézekne eight-year
school, c 1957.
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tyka izvituota kapa ar ginekologejis gultom infekceju
slimneicys telpuos, terapejis niidala atsaroda kiika sata
slimneicys tyvuma, infekceju nidala - 18. novembra ilys
26. noma, kur sudin atsaran Muokslys noms, dzemdeibu
nudala ar 30 gultom beja kaida kitka aka slimneicys tyvu-
ma Raina il3, sivi$u i barnu konsultacejis izavituoja kika
sata AtbreivuosSonys alejis i N. Rancana ilu styuri, cikom
poliklinika i uotruo paleidzeiba palyka niulejuo Latgolys
Kulturviesturis muzeja noma Atbreivuosonys aleja 102.

Bejusi Sorkonuo Krysta slimneicys aku pabeidze atjau-
nuot 1949. goda i nudalis, atskaitft sivisu i barnu konsulta-
cejis, tyka puorcaltys atpakal iz td. Uotrajai paleidzeibai
beja tik vina smoguo masyna.

1946. goda Krosta ila tyka izveiduota Sanitari epidemio-
logiskuo staceja. 1951. goda tyka atkluots prettuberkulozes
dispansers, kurs 1960. goda puorcalts iz jaunajom telpom
Vipingys meza. 1963. goda atsadaleja Uotruos medicinis-
kuos paleidzeibys staceja, kas apkolpuoja dzeivuotuojus
50-60 kilometru radiusa ap Rézekni. 1964. goda novembri
ekspluataceja nadeve poliklinikys aku, kura varéja ap-
kolpuot 700 apmaklatuojus dina. 1979. goda poliklinikai
pabeidze pibyuvi, bet 1984. goda tyka izcalts poliklinikys
administrativais korpuss.

1966. goda tyka izcalta ¢etru stuovu Asna puorlisonys
staceja, kura apkolpuoja vysu Latvejis austrumu dalu.
1970. goda — Sanitari epidemiologiskuo staceja Zemniku
ila 16a. 1974. goda tyka izveiduota republikys zynuotniski
mediciniskuos bibliotekys filiale, kura nu suoku bejusys
700 gruomotys, bet 1990. goda jau 8860 gruomotys i 107
zurnali. 1985. goda atkluoja jaunt slimneicys korpusu, pi

dropped to 31%. The proportion rose slightly in the follow-
ing decades: 35% in both 1970 and 1979, and 37% in 1989.

By 1989, 45% of Rézekne’s residents spoke Latvian,
while 95% spoke Russian. Only 15% of the Russian pop-
ulation had knowledge of Latvian.

In the March 4, 1990 referendum on Latvia’s inde-
pendence, 54.3% of Rézekne’s 31,370 voters supported
independence. Of these, 27% were non-Latvians. This
was one of the lowest levels of support in the country,
surpassed only by Daugavpils (51.3%) and the Kurzeme
district of Riga (53.5%).

Medical Care

After the Red Army air raids, only two hospital buildings
in Rézekne remained operational: the infectious diseases
ward and the building at Atbrivosanas Aleja 102, which at
the time housed the polyclinic. A state sanitary inspection
service was established, but it lacked sufficient personnel.
Typhoid fever, typhus, and childhood infectious diseases
were rampant in the city. It is said that nurses and orderlies
mowed hay to make mattresses and pillows for patients.
Due to a severe shortage of space, hospital depart-
ments were scattered across various improvised loca-
tions: the surgery department shared space with gynecol-
ogy beds in the infectious diseases hospital; the therapy
department was housed in a wooden building near the
hospital; the infectious diseases department occupied
the building at 18. novembra Street 26, where the Makslas
nams is located today; the maternity ward, with 30 beds,
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74. attals. Kinoteatris
“Zvaigzne” 1960. godis.

Figure 74. Cinema “Zvaigzne”,
1960s.

Utruo padimu okupaceja \

IVANICINE

slimneicys tyka navituota tielneicys Parslys Zalkalnis
(1927-1993) skulptura.

Izgleiteiba

Iz reizis pie kara — 1944. goda - iz Rézeknis krivu gim-
nazejis bazis (dybynuota 1921. goda) tyka izveiduota
Rézeknis 2. vydsskola. Skolys telpys beja izsvaideitys pa
picom akom, bet 1956. goda tyka attaiseits jaunais skolys
noms - pyrmuo picu stuovu aka Rezekné. 1949. goda nu

Second Soviet Occupation

was located in a wooden house on Raina Street, near the
hospital; and the women’s and children’s clinic operated
out of wooden houses at the corner of Atbrivosanas Aleja
and N. Rancana Street. The polyclinic and ambulance
service remained at Atbrivosanas Aleja 102, now home
to the Latgalian Museum of Cultural Heritage.

The former Red Cross Hospital building was com-
pleted in 1949, and most departments, excluding the
women’s and children’s clinic, were relocated back there.
The ambulance service operated with only one vehicle,
a heavy-duty car.

In 1946, a Sanitary Epidemiological Station was es-
tablished on Krasta Street. In 1951, an anti-tuberculosis
dispensary was opened; it moved to new premises in the
Vipinga Forest in 1960. In 1963, the Emergency Medical
Aid Station was established as an independent unit, serv-
ing a 50-60 km radius around Rézekne. In November
1964, a new polyclinic building was commissioned, ca-
pable of accommodating 700 patients daily. An extension
was added in 1979, followed by the construction of the
administrative building in 1984.

In 1966, a four-story Blood Transfusion Station was
built to serve the entire eastern region of Latvia. In
1970, a new Sanitary Epidemiological Station opened at
Zemnieku Street 16a. A branch of the Republican Scientific
Medical Library was established in 1974; it initially held
700 books but grew to contain 8,860 books and 107 pe-
riodicals by 1990. In 1985, a new hospital building was
inaugurated, and a sculpture by artist Parsla Zalkalne
(1927-1993) was installed nearby.
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Rézeknis 2. vydsskolys atdaleja desmit klasis i puorcéle iz
nazkodejuos LatviSu 2. pamatskolys atjaunuotuo noma
telpom, izveidojut krivu septengadeigii skolu, kuru 1957.
goda reorganizéja par Rézeknis 3. vydsskolu, bet niuleja
izskotu $kola dabuoja 1973. goda, kod tyka izcalta sporta
zale, treju stuovu pibyuve i pi $kolys Ireikuots sporta
laukums.

1960. goda tyka pabeigta Rézeknis 1. vydsskolys jau-
nuo aka, iz kuru $kola puorsavuoce nu vacs telpu niuleja
Latgolys ila 82. Pi skolys tyka ireikuots stadions, vuiceibu
auglu duorzs, taipos ari izmieginuojumu lauks duorzka-
peibys prasmu vuicei$onai.

Bejusuo skoluotuoju instituta vita 1955. goda dorbuo-
juos Rézeknis internatskola. 1959. goda tyka dybynuota
Rézeknis litiskuos muokslys vydsskola, kura keramikys,
dekoratoru, audieju i kakgrizieju ntidaluos 1985. goda
vuicejuos ap 140 audzieknu.

1932. goda dybynuoti Tautys konservatoreju 194o0.
goda puororganizéja par muzykys vydsskolu, tei deve
pamatu Juona Ivanova Rézeknis muzykys vydsskolai.
Jaunaja Zimelu rajona tyka attaiseita 14. specialuo pro-
fesionali tehniskuo vydsskola, kura vareja vuiceitis par
myurniku, apmetieju, konstrukceju montatuoju, byu-
vgaldniku, nomdari i cytys byuvniceibys specialitatis.

1963./64. vuiceibu goda Rézekné beja septenis skolys

- ostongadeiguo, internatskola i picys vydsskolys, kuruos
vuicejuos ap 4700 $kolanu, nu tis ap 500 vuicejuos in-
ternatskola. Pilsata beja ap 300 skoluotuoju.

1982./83. vuiceibu goda beja devenis vyspuorizgleito-
juasuos $kolys, kuruos vuicejuos 5942 skolani.

Education

Immediately after the war, in 1944, Rézekne Secondary
School No. 2 was established from what had been the
pre-war Rézekne Russian Gymnasium, which had been
founded in 1921. Initially, the school operated across five
separate buildings, but in 1956 a new school building, the
first five-story building in Rézekne, was opened.

In 1949, ten classes were separated from Rézekne
Secondary School No. 2 and relocated to the renovated
premises of the former Latvian Primary School No. 2,
forming a Russian Seven-Year School. This institution
was reorganized in 1957 as Rézekne Secondary School
No. 3. The school acquired its current form in 1973, when
a gymnasium, a three-story extension, and a sports field
were added.

In 1960, a new building for Rézekne Secondary School
No. 1 was completed, allowing the school to relocate from
its former premises at what is now Latgales Street 82.
Alongside the new school building, a stadium, a teaching
orchard, and an experimental garden were established
to support practical education in horticulture.

By 1955, the premises of the former Teachers’ Institute
had been repurposed to house the Rézekne Boarding
School. In 1959, the Rézekne Applied Arts Secondary
School was founded. By 1985, approximately 140 stu-
dents were enrolled in its programs, studying ceramics,
decoration, weaving, and wood carving.

The People’s Conservatory, originally founded in 1932
and reorganized into a music secondary school in 1940,
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Kulturairekreaceja

1950. godiis Rézekné beja paradzati vairuoki parki i lau-
kumi. Parki beja juoizvitoj gar Rézeknis upi, iz pilskolna,
niulejuo Festivala parka vita, i tuksaja bloka storp au-
totistu i niuleji AtbreivuosSonys aleju. Divamzal nivins
nu paradzatls parku eisti natyka izcalts, bet padejuo
plateiba tyka sakuortuota tik piec piminekla “Rézeknes
atbrivotajiem’, tauta zynomuo kai Alosa, pastateiSonys
1976. goda.

1959. goda jau dorbuojuos plotekrana kinoteatris
“Zvaigzne” (Atbreivuosonys aleja 97), bet 1963. goda piec
Moskova izstruoduotuo standarta projekta izcalts kino-
teatris ,Rézekne” (nGjaukts, atsaroda Latgolys ila 54).

1959. goda Rézekné suoce dorbuotis Ludzys niivod-
pietniceibys muzeja filiale (myusu dinuos: Latgolys
Kulturviesturis muzejs), suokuma tyma beja ap 1000
eksponatu. Suociit ar 1960. godu, muzejs palyka patstuo-
veigs. 1983. goda muzeja kruojuma beja 18 206 vineibys.

Pina konservu kombinata kluba, kas calts piec Reigys
Popova radiofabrikys kluba projekta, beja na tik zale ar
modernai itkuortuotu skotivi, bet ari kinoteatris i iedneica.

1963. goda piec Modra Gelza (1929-2009) projekta
(myusu dinuos: Bruolu Skryndu ila 17) izcalts gruomotu
veikals “Liesma” ar biblioteku.

Rézekné dorbuojuos tautys teatris, kas izaveiduoja 1959.
goda nu pilsatys kulturys noma dramys teatra. Teatri
dybynuoja i da 1981. godam tuo rezisors beja Ontons
Varslavans (1904-1990), bet nu 1981. gods reZisore ir Mara
Zalaiskalns (1949). 1979. goda tautys teatra statuss tyka

laid the foundations for the Rézekne Music Secondary
School of Janis Ivanovs. In the newly built Ziemelu dis-
trict, the 14th Special Vocational Technical Secondary
School was opened, offering training in trades such as
masonry, plastering, structural assembly, carpentry, and
other construction-related specialties.

In the 1963/64 academic year, Rézekne had seven
schools: one eight-year school, one boarding school,
and five secondary schools. Approximately 4,700 stu-
dents were enrolled, including about 500 in the boarding
school. The city employed around 300 teachers.

By the 1982/83 academic year, the number of general
education schools had increased to nine, with a total
student population of 5,942.

Culture and Recreation

In the 1950s, a comprehensive plan for the creation of
parks and public squares in Rézekne was developed.
Green spaces were proposed along the Rézekne River,
on the castle mound, at the future site of Festival Park,
and in the vacant block between the bus station and
the present-day Atbrivosanas Aleja. However, none of
these planned parks was actually established. The lat-
ter area remained undeveloped until 1976, when it was
landscaped in conjunction with the installation of the
“Rézekne Liberators” monument, commonly referred to
as Alosa, removed in 2022.

By 1959, the wide-screen Cinema ,,Zvaigzne” (Atbri-
vo$anas Aleja 97) was already in operation. In 1963, the
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1960. godds.

Figure 75. Rézekne bus station,
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piskierts ari Rézeknis Krivu teatram, kura reZisors beja
Igors Mihailovs (1946-2022).

1960. goda pi kulturys noma tyka dybynuots tautys
kors “Ezerzeme’, 1973. goda tyka dybynuots medicinys
darbiniku tautys kors “Medicus’, nu 1973. goda dorbuo-
juos ari tierdzniceibys darbineicu sivisu kors “Ievina’.

Satiksme

1945. goda Rézekné iskeji pasazeru satiksmi vel nad-
rasynuoja autobusi. Pilsata planuoja izveiduot autobusu
marsrutu storp dzelzacela stacejom caur pilsatys centru,
kam beja vajadzeigi pici autobusi i vél vins rezerve, tok
itys plans natyka eistynuots.

Regulara autobusu satiksme Rézekné pasaruodeja,
suoctt ar 1954. godu, pa marsrutim “Lynu ryupneica-
Centrys—Pina konservu kombinata jaunbyuve” i, vysu-
beidzat, sabidryskuo transporta satiksme savinuoja obe-
jis dzelZacela stacejis marsruta “Rezekne I - Rézekne IT”.
Turpmuokajis godis sekuoja ari cyti marsruti. 1954. goda
tyka atkluota ari Rézeknis autotista. 1985. goda pilsata beja
34 taksometri.

Telefona sakaru zina 1980. godiis Rézekne vé| beja
vina nu padejus vitu Latveja.

Byuvniceiba
Piec kara tyka piskierti aizdavumi dzeivuotuojim privatsa-

tu celSonai, pyrmajas desmit godas tyka izcalts ap tyuks-
tasu satu. Tyka izveiduoti jauni privatsatu rajoni i ilys:

Second Soviet Occupation

Reézekne Cinema (Latgales Street 54) opened; it was con-
structed according to a standardized design developed
in Moscow and was demolished in 2015.

Also in 1959, a branch of the Ludza Local History
Museum began operating in Rézekne with an initial col-
lection of approximately 1,000 items. From 1960 onward,
this institution functioned independently, and it contin-
ues to operate today as the Latgalian Museum of Cultural
Heritage. By 1983, its collection had expanded to 18,206
registered items.

The cultural club of the Dairy Canning Plant, con-
structed based on the design of the Riga Popov Radio
Factory club, featured a modern hall with a fully equipped
stage, as well as a cinema and a canteen.

In 1963, the Liesma bookstore, with an integrated li-
brary (Bralu Skrindu Street 17), was built to a design by
architect Modris Gelzis (1929-2009).

Rézekne also developed a vibrant theatrical scene.
A folk theater emerged in 1959 from the drama collective
of the City Culture House. It was founded and led by
Antons Varslavans (1904-1990) until 1981, after which
Mara Zalaiskalns (b. 1949) took over as director. In 1979,
the Rézekne Russian Theater, led by Igors Mihailovs
(1946-2022), was also granted the status of a folk theater.

Several choirs were established during this period.
In 1960, the Ezerzeme folk choir was founded at the
Culture House. In 1973, the Medicus choir of medical
professionals and the Levina choir of trade workers were
both established, contributing to the city’s rich choral
tradition.
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Lipu, Razu, Zidu, Gvardis, Jaunjelgovys i Jaunprojekta
ilys pilsatys austrumu dala i Parka ila Vipinga.

Da1949. goda tyka izcalts galis kombinats, ols dareitova,
lokomotivu depo, telefonu centralis i telegrafa aka, pinuo-
tova, Cetrys elektrostacejis i picys daudzstuovu akys, tyka
izcalts kulturys noms, tyka ireikuots kulturys i atpyutys
parks, stadions, izcalts pimineklis padimu savineibys
variinpam Cernikovam (Cepreit Yepnukos (1914-1944)
iikuortuots juo vuorda nasaukts parks (myusdinuos skvera
teritoreja aiz Pareizticeigiis bazneicys Duorzu 113). Pilsata

Transport & Communication

In 1945, internal passenger transport in Rézekne was still
provided by horse-drawn carriages. The city had plans
to establish a bus route connecting the two railway sta-
tions via the city center, which would have required five
buses and one reserve vehicle. However, this plan was
never implemented. A regular bus service in Rézekne
began only in 1954, with the launch of routes such as
Flax Factory — Center - Dairy Canning Plant; eventually

A Brief History of Rézekne

76. attals. Byuvdorbi Zimelu
mikrorajona 1972. goda.

Figure 76. Ziemelu microdis-
trict construction, 1972.
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77. attals. Rézeknis Pina
konservu kombinata cimats
1972. goda.

Figure 77. Workers’ village at

the Dairy Canning Plant, 1972.

Utruo padimu okupaceja

istateitys 17 tyukstasys kiku i goda laika izcaltys 180
privatsatys.

Laika nu 1950. da 1955. goda tyka izcalti struodniku cimi
pi duorzinu zuoviesonys i lynu fabriku, kai ari Kleperovys
sadza pi i8kdedzis dzinieju darbneicu.

1955. goda pabeidze Padimu nomu, kura izvituoja
pilsatys izpyldkomiteju.

1957. goda tyka atkluota dtra leluokuo veikalu aka
Latvejis teritoreja — piec arhitekta Viktora Mellenberga

\ Second Soviet Occupation

a public transport line was established to connect the two
railway stations via the route Rézekne I — Rézekne II. In
the subsequent years, additional routes were introduced.
That same year, in 1954, the Rézekne bus station was
opened. By 1985, the city had 34 registered taxis.

Despite these developments in surface transportation,
Rézekne remained among the least developed cities in
Latvia in terms of telephone communications until well
into the 1980s.
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(1905-2001) projekta caltais Universalveikals (Latgolys
ila 20). Veikala beja plasys tierdzniceibys telpys, bet
neoklasicisma styla niformatuo fasade beja apdareita
ar granitu. Aka zaudeja sovu koloritu piec renovacejis,
granita apdaris nijimsonys i pibyuvis izveidis 1991. goda.

1959. goda tyka pabeigta Sadzeivis pakolpuojumu kom-
binata aka (Latgolys ila 50), kura beja apgierba i apovu
remonta darbneicys, kai ari stundiniku, radeju i velosipe-
du remonta darbneicas. Pi Reigys ilys izcalta velis moz-
guotova i pierts. Zimelu rajona tyka atkluots Rézeknis
vyspuorejuos celtniceibys tresta sporta zale i baseins.

Ap 1963. godu pabeigta piec modernisma arhitekta
Artara Reinfelda (1911-2003) projekta caltuo sovam laikam
modernuo pilsatys partejis komitejis aka (Atbreivuosonys
aleja 90).

1981. goda pilsatys dalis tyka savinuotys ar viaduktu.
Nutyka rekonstrukcejis dorbi kvartalas storp Krisjana
Valdemara 1lu i staceju Rézekne II.

1980. godas palyka aktuali vaicuojumi par jaunys maizis
captuvis i galis kombinata celtniceibu.

1984. goda, realizejut syltumapguodis centralizaceju,
paplasynuoja kotlu muoju (Sudin - Reigys ila 1). Ityma
posa laika atkluots Skaitluo$onys centrys (Sudin — Duorzu
ila 7a).

Del leluo celtniceibys apjima da 1960. godu Rézekné
beja niiorganizata vitejiis byuvmaterialu raZzuosona. Pilsata
beja i dzelzsbetona konstrukeejs, i silikata cegli. Niulejas
Pulkveza Brieza — Duorzu ilys, Atbreivuosonys alejis —
18. novembra ilys i Breiveibys ilys rajonts suoce byuvét
Cetru stuovu silikata ceglu 316. i 318. sereju picstuovu satys,

Construction

After the war, residents of Rézekne were granted loans
for private house construction, and approximately 1,000
houses were built during the first decade. New private
housing districts and streets emerged: Liepu, Rozu, Ziedu,
Gvardes, Jaunjelgavas, and Jaunprojekta streets in the east-
ern part of the city, and Parka Street in the Vipinga district.

By 1949, Rézekne had seen significant reconstruction:
a meat processing plant, a brewery, a locomotive depot,
a telephone exchange and telegraph building, a dairy, four
power plants, five multi-story buildings, and a Culture
House had been built. A park for culture and recreation
and a stadium had been established. A monument to
the Soviet Union hero Chernikov (Cepreit Yepuuxos,
1914-1944) was erected, and a park named in his honor
was created. 17,000 trees were planted in the city, and 180
private houses were built in just one year.

Between 1950 and 1955, workers’ villages were construct-
ed near the vegetable drying and flax factories, as well as
in Kleperova village, adjacent to the internal combustion
engine workshop. In 1955, the Dom Sovetov, home to the
city executive committee, was completed.

In 1957, the second largest department store in Latvia
was opened in Rezekne (Latgales Street 20). Designed
by architect Viktors Mellenbergs (1905-2001), the store
featured spacious retail spaces and a neoclassical gran-
ite-clad facade. Its appearance was significantly altered in
1991, when the granite was removed during renovation
and an extension was added.

A Brief History of Rézekne
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Utruo padimu okupaceja \

tauta sauktys pat hruscovkom. 1959. goda tyka byuvatys
daudzstuovu satys Pulkveza Brieza i Duorzu ilys styuri,
kai ari vitom AtbreivuoSonys aleja. 1982. goda tyka izcalta
pyrmuo devenu stuovu sata niuleja Krijana Valdemara
ila. Ite tyka izcaltys Cetrys, Zimelu rajona - treis 104.
serejis devenu stuovu satys. 103. serejis dzeiviiklu nomi
koncentriejuos stacejis Rézekne II tyvuma, Zimelu ra-
jona i Vipinga.
Tok daudzi celtniceibys projekti tai ari natyka realizati,
tas vyda ari:
+ Lauleibu pils apmaram Pulkveza Brieza ila 26;
+ Kupeiga galereja storp veikalim “Ekrans”
(Atbreivuosonys aleja 71) i “Bérnu pasau-
le” (Atbreivuosonys aleja 75) i satu tas vyda ar
kopejneicu, veikalim i bufeti pi parka;
+ Kopejneica Atbreivuosonys alejis i Pulkveza
Brieza ilys styurd;
+ Diveju stuovu mebelu veikals Atbreivuosonys
alejis i Nikodema Rancana 1lu styurd;
+ Guojieju ila Latgolys 1la (transporta plyusma
tyktu navierzeita iz Kuldigys ilu);
¢ 12 stuovu akys Latgolys 1la (transporta plyusma
tyktu navierzeita iz Kuldigys ilu);
¢ 12 stuovu akys Stacejis—Duorzu-Krisjana
Valdemara 1lu rabezis;
Sabidryskais centrys Zimelu rajona;
12 stuovu korpusa visneica ar vina stuova restora-
na aku vyda korpusim;
+ Cetrys 12 stuovu dzeivojamuos satys Zimelu
rajona;

Second Soviet Occupation

In 1959, the Household Services Combine (Latgales
Street 50) was completed. It included workshops for cloth-
ing and footwear repair, as well as watch, radio receiver,
and bicycle repair services. A laundry and bathhouse were
also built near Rigas Street. In the Ziemelu district, a gym-
nasium and swimming pool were opened by the Rézekne
General Construction Trust.

Around 1963, the modernist building of the city par-
ty committee (Atbrivosanas Aleja 90), designed by ar-
chitect Artars Reinfelds (1911-2003), was completed. In
1981, parts of the city were connected by a viaduct, and
reconstruction took place in the blocks between Krisjana
Valdemara Street and Rézekne II Station. In the 1980s,
the construction of a new bakery and meat processing
plant was proposed.

By 1984, the boiler house (Rigas Street 1) was expanded
to centralize heating. That same year, the city’s Computing
Center (Darzu Street 7a) was inaugurated. Due to the high
volume of construction, the local production of building
materials was organized by the 1960s. Both reinforced
concrete elements and silicate bricks were manufactured
in Rézekne.

In areas such as Pulkveza Brieza - Darzu Street, Atbri-
vosanas Aleja — 18. novembra Street, and Brivibas Street,
four-story buildings and typical five-story Khrushchev-era
housing blocks (series 316 and 318) were constructed. In
1959, multi-story residential buildings were erected at the
corner of Pulkveza Brieza and Darzu streets, as well as in
parts of Atbrivosanas Aleja. In 1982, the first nine-story
building was constructed on today’s Krisjana Valdemara



Utruo padimu okupaceja

¢ Marsrutis Reiga-Rézekne-Moskova; Reiga-
Rézekne-Leningrada beja planuots izcelt lidastu;
¢ Ancupanu mikrorajons;
¢ Makarovkys mikrorajons;
1984. goda vys tyka atlykta i nabeja izbyuvata iudina
atteireiSonys ikuorta, pilsata vys vél beja problemys ar
iudina vodu i kanalizaceju.

Industrialuo zona

Industrialuos zonys ireikuosona teritoreja aiz Reigys—
Moskovys dzelzacela linejis apsvarta jau 1945. goda, kod
generalplana dala nu Kleperovys sadzys tyka paradzats irei-
kuot ellis spistuvi, galis kombinatu i cytys ryupneicys. Itai
teritorejai beja vasala vértine priskriceibu: arti daimams
dzelzacels, dzelzacela 1dalejumu jusla atdaleja teritoreju
nu dzeivojamuos apbyuvis, relativi leidzons relfejs i c. Ko¢
ari mynatuos ryupneicys natyka izbyuvatys, 1951. goda
Kleperovys sadzys teritoreja tyka atkluotys Storprajonu
traktoru i automobilu iSkdedzis dzinieju remonta darbne-
icys. 1955. goda darbneicuos suoce izgataveit ari lauksai-
misteibys masynys i matynuosonys elektrodus. Nu 1959.
da 1961. goda tei beja remonta i mehaniskuo ryupneica,
bet, suocit ar 1961. godu, ryupneica suoce puororientétis
iz slaukSonys aparatu razuosonu, i jau nu 1963. goda tei
dorbuojuos kai Slauksonys tkuortu ryupneica, kas palyka
par vinu nu leluokas uzjamumu Rézekné. 1985. goda ryup-
neica struoduoja vaira nakai divejis tyukstasys darbintku.
1953. goda tyka aizsuokti Pina konservu i Zuovatu
saknu i auglu konservu fabriku byuvniceibys dorbi. Auglu

Second Soviet Occupation

A Brief History of Rézekne

Street. Four such buildings were completed here, while
three nine-story buildings of the 104th series were built
in the Ziemelu district. Series 103 apartment blocks were
concentrated near Rézekne II Station, in Ziemelu, and
in the Vipinga district.

However, many ambitious construction projects were
never realized. These included:

*

*

A Wedding Palace near PulkveZza Brieza Street 26
A shared gallery between the shops Ekrans
(Atbrivosanas Aleja 71), Bérnu pasaule
(Atbrivosanas Aleja 75), and the building be-
tween them, featuring a café, shops, and a buffet
near the park

A café at the corner of Atbrivosanas Aleja and
Pulkveza Brieza Street

A two-story furniture store at the corner of
Atbrivosanas Aleja and Nikodema Rancana
Street

The pedestrianization of Latgales Street (with
traffic rerouted to Kuldigas Street)

Twelve-story buildings within the area bordered
by Stacijas, Darzu, and Krisjana Valdemara
streets

+ A public center in the Ziemelu district
+ Two twelve-story hotel buildings with a sin-

gle-story restaurant between them

Four twelve-story residential buildings in
Ziemelu

An airport for the routes Riga—Rézekne-Moscow
and Riga-Rézekne-Leningrad
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78. attals. Rézeknis industrialuo
teritoreja 1972. goda.

Figure 78. Industrial Rézekne,
1972.

Utruo padimu okupaceja \ Second Soviet Occupation

konservu kombinatam 1954. goda jau beja izbrugata terito-
reja, izbyuvats struodniku cimats, iudina tarns, centraluos
apkuris i iudina voda komunikacejis i turpynuojuos TEC
byuvdorbi. Piec Strazanu kadrys fabrikys stuoSonuos
irynda beja paradzats pilneiba puorit iz TEC kurynuo-
$onu ar kadru.

¢ Ancupani microdistrict

¢ Makarovka microdistrict

As late as 1984, the construction of water treatment
plants remained postponed. The city continued to strug-
gle with issues in its water supply and sewage infrastruc-
ture.
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1955. goda tyka nadits Rézeknis labeibys produktu kom-
binats, 1964. goda pi tuo tyka pabeigta augstuokuo byuve
pilsata - 40 metru augstais elevators (AtbreivuoSonys aleja
167).

Stpluok Iskdedzis dzinieju remotdarbneicom 1957.
goda tyka nadats ekspluataceja leluokais i modernuo-
kais Pina konservu kombinats (PKK) Balteja i vins nu le-
luokiis pina puorstruodis uzjamumu Padiimu Savineiba.
Pi PKK izauga lels struodniku cims ar modernom, ar
iudinsvodu i centraldi apkuri apreikuotom, satom.

Kab apmirynuot piaugisuos byuvniceibys vajadzei-
bys, pilsatai beja napicisams suokt byuvnicebys materia-
lu razuosonu. Stpluok PKK 1958. goda tyka aizsuokta
dzelzbetona kontrukceju razuoSona, bet pi An¢upanu
karjera 1959. goda izcéle silikata ceglu ryupneicu. Obejis
ryupneicys 1967. goda apsavinuoja zam kipeiga nasau-
kuma 6. dzelzbetona konstrukceju ryupneica.

1963. goda bejusuo cituma telpuos (Latgolys 1la 87) tyka
attaiseita Rézeknis celtniceibys instrumentu ryupneica
“Latgale”, kurys darbeibys paplasynuo$onai 1967. goda tyka
suokta jaunu razuosonys telpu byuvniceiba sapluok PKK.
1972. goda ryupneicys ar nisaukumu “Rebir” (PSKP XXIV
kongresa Rézeknis elektriskiis byuvinstrumentu ryupne-
ica) razuoSonys cehu kapplateiba aizjéme 2,5 hektarus.
Ryupneica pamata razuoja elektriskis zuodzus, évelis
i cytus byuvinstrumentus, tok paraleli tyka razuoti ari
sadzeivis plastmasys izstruoduojumi, tara i c. Storp “Rebir”
i PKK 1981. goda tyka attaiseita Rézeknis isktelpu trans-
porta elektroikuortu ryupneica, kura razuoja autokaru
elektromotorus.

Second Soviet Occupation

Industrial Zone

As early as 1945, the master plan for Rézekne envisioned
the development of an industrial zone beyond the Riga-
Moscow railway line, specifically in part of Kleperova
village. The area was attractive for industrial use due
to several advantages: direct railway access, a railway
right-of-way separating it from residential areas, rela-
tively flat terrain, and sufficient available land. While the
initially planned oil press, meat processing plant, and
other factories were never built, significant industrial
development still followed.

In 1951, the Inter-District Tractor and Automobile
Internal Combustion Engine Repair Workshops were es-
tablished in Kleperova. By 1955, the facility had expand-
ed its operations to include the production of agricultural
machinery and production of electrodes. Between 1959
and 1961, the facility operated as a repair and mechan-
ical factory. In 1961, it shifted toward the production
of milking machines, and by 1963 it had become the
Milking Equipment Factory, one of Rézekne’s largest
industrial enterprises. By 1985, it employed over 2,000
workers.

In 1953, construction began on two major food industry
facilities: the Dairy Canning Plant (DCP) and the Dried
Vegetable and Fruit Canning Factory. By 1954, the Fruit
Canning Plant already featured a paved yard, a workers’
village, and a water tower, and had installed central heat-
ing and water supply infrastructure. Construction of the
thermal power plant (TPP) was underway. After the

A Brief History of Rézekne
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79. attals. Rézeknis
Dzelzbetona konstrukceju
ryupneica 1950. gods.

Figure 79. Rézekne Precast
Concrete Plant, 1950s.

Utruo padimu okupaceja \

Pi dzelzacela atzaruojumu izavituoja tierdzniceibys
puorvaldis i pataratuoju bidreibys precu baze i nalyk-
tovys.

Ko¢ i 90% nu Reézekné sarazuotuos produkcejis topa
Zimelu rajona i tuo tyvuma izvituotaja pilsatys ryupni-
ceibys mazgla, bet dzeivojamaja dala dzeivuoja gondreiz
tresdala pilsatys dzeivuotuoju, razuotnis beja ari cytvit
pilsata i tuos tyvuma. 1951. goda tyka nadita lynu fabrika
- “Latvijas linu” filiale. Pyrmuo fabrikys produkceja vys
pasaruodeja tik 1955. goda. 1954. goda suoce dorbuotis
mehanizatuo maizneica Breiveibys 1la 14. 1961. goda tyka
attaiseits kikapstruodis kombinats (Réznys 1la 14), kurs

Second Soviet Occupation

Striizani Peat Factory became operational, plans were
made to convert the TPP to peat fuel.

In 1955, the Rézekne Grain Products Plant was commis-
sioned. In 1964, a 40-meter-high grain elevator, the tallest
building in the city, was completed next to it (Atbrivosanas
Aleja 167).

The largest and most modern dairy canning plant in the
Baltics, one of the largest milk processing enterprises in the
Soviet Union, was put into operation in 1957, next to the
repair workshops. A modern workers’ village with central
heating and running water developed around the DCP.

To meet the growing demands of urban construc-
tion, the city launched its own production of building
materials. In 1958, precast reinforced concrete produc-
tion began next to the DCP. A silicate brick factory was
opened in 1959 near the Anc¢upani quarry. In 1967, both
were merged into the 6th Reinforced Concrete Structures
Plant.

In 1963, the Rézekne Construction Tool Plant ,Latgale”
was established in the former prison building at Latgales
Street 87. To support the city’s expansion, the construc-
tion of new production premises began in 1967 near the
DCP. In 1972, the plant, now renamed REBIR (Rézekne
Electric Construction Tool Plant of the XXIV Congress of
the CPSU), occupied 2.5 hectares of production space. It
manufactured electric saws, planes, and other construc-
tion tools, as well as plastic household goods and pack-
aging. In 1981, the Rézekne Indoor Transport Electrical
Equipment Plant was built between REBIR and the DCP.
It produced electric motors for forklifts.



aizsuoce kika precu razuoSonu. Bez jau uzskaiteituo
Rézekné dorbuojuos aus$onys cehs, Latvejis keramikys
cehs, Reigys svoru remonta ryupneicys filiale, razuo-
Sonys apvineibys “Latgales alus” filiale, “Latgales kon-
servu’ cehs.

1980. godiis Rézeknis uzjamumas sarazuott produkee-
ju syuteja iz 50 pasaula valstim. Rézekné razuoja gondreiz
pusi nu vysu PSRS izgataveitis slauksonys tkuortu.

Warehouses and supply bases for the trade admin-
istration and consumer cooperatives were strategically
located near railway sidings to facilitate logistics.

Although nearly 90% of the city’s industrial output
came from the Ziemelu district and its nearby industrial
hub, where almost a third of the city’s population also
lived, other parts of Rézekne also hosted production
facilities. In 1951, a flax factory, a branch of Latvijas linu,
was commissioned (with its first production output in
1955). A mechanized bakery began operations in 1954 at
Brivibas Street 14. In 1961, a woodworking plant opened at
Réznas Street 14, producing furniture, packaging, house-
hold goods, beehives, school desks, blackboards, sleighs,
and other wooden items.

Additional production facilities included a weaving
workshop, a Latvian ceramics workshop, a branch of
the Riga scale repair factory, a branch of the Latgales
alus Production Association, and a Latgales konservu
workshop.

By the 1980s, products made in Rézekne were being
exported to 50 countries around the world. The city was
responsible for producing nearly half of all milking ma-
chines manufactured in the entire Soviet Union.

8o0. attals. Rézeknis Pina
konservu kombinats 1960.
godas.

Figure 80. Dairy Canning
Plant, 1960s.
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81. attals. Kalendars ar
piminekli “Vienoti Latvijai”

Figure 81. Calendar with
“Vienoti Latvijai” monument.

VIENOTI LATVIAI!

Atjaunuotuo Latvejis
Republika

(1991)
Naatkareibys atjaunuoSona

adimu rezima pakuopeniska meikstynuo$onuos i de-
mobkratizaceja kipa ar ekonomiskid stagnaceju, napo-
pularim i naveiksmeigim karim, komunistiskuos partejis
varys autoritatis krytumu, naveiksmeigu cen-
tralizatd planuosonu i tt. radeja prisknisaceju-
mus nacionaliis kusteibu veiduosonai. Latveja
nacionaluos idejis suoce dabuot popularitati
jau 1970. godu beiguos, bet 1980. godu vyda
suoce rastis plasuokys pretesteibys rezimam,
kai cylvaktiseibu demonstracejis, pucu na-
likSona pi Breiveibys piminekla deportacejis
uperu piminai i c. 1988. gods oktobr1 natyka
pyrmais Latvejis Tautys frontis (LTF) kongress,
bet 1989. goda LTF aizsuoce diskuseju par pil-
neigu Latvejis naatkareibu. LTF manifestaceja
“Par neatkarigu Latviju” pulcejuos pusmiljons
lauzu. Izaveiduoja navardarbeiga kusteiba, kit
sauc ari par “Dziesmoto revoluaciju”. Plotuokuo
tuos manifestaceja beja “Baltijas cels”, kod 1989.
gods 23. augusta, sasadidiit rikuos, ap div mil-
jonim cylvaku izveiduoja 670 kilometru garu
kédi nu Tallinys caur Reigu da Vilnai. Itei ak-
ceja daverse vysa pasaula viereibu i paruodeja

Renewed Republic of

Latvia
(1991)

Restoration of Independence

he gradual liberalization and democratization of the

Soviet regime, coupled with deepening economic
stagnation, unpopular and unsuccessful wars, the declin-
ing authority of the Communist Party, and the failures
of centralized planning, created fertile ground for the
rise of nationalist movements. In Latvia, national con-
sciousness began to resurface in the late 1970s. By the
mid-1980s, broader forms of resistance to the regime
emerged, including human rights demonstrations and
symbolic acts such as placing flowers at the Freedom
Monument in memory of deportation victims.

A major turning point came in October 1988 with the
founding congress of the Latvijas tautas fronte (LTF),
a broad-based movement that soon became the leading
force in the push for national independence. By 1989,
the LTF openly initiated public discussion on the full
restoration of Latvian sovereignty. Its demonstrations
drew massive crowds; for example, on November 18,
1989, nearly half a million people gathered for the “For
Independent Latvia” rally.

This period also saw the emergence of the non-violent
“Singing Revolution,” a powerful civic movement across
the Baltic States. Its most iconic manifestation was the
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storptautyskajai sabidreibai i politikim Baltejis valstu nis-
tuoju pret atsarassonu Padimu savineibys sastuova. 1990.
gods marta natykusajuos Augstuokuos padimis (AP) vie-
lieSonuos LTF dabuoja div tresdalis vairuokuma, deltam
1990. gods 4. maja AP pijéme “Deklaraciju par Latvijas
Republikas neatkaribas atjaunosanu”

Padimu Savineiba raudzeja saglobuot kontroli puor
Baltejis republikom ar militart spaku, tok, beidamis
nu konflikta eskalacejis, naspéja puorvarét navardarbei-
gu pretesteibu pi barikadem. PSRS prezidenta Mihaila
Gorbacova (Muxaua Top6aués, 1931-2022) naveiksmei-
guos guoz$onys mieginuojuma laika Augusta puca 1991.
gods augusta beiguos Latvejis Augstuokuo padiime 21.
augusta pijéme konstitucionala lykumu “Par Latvijas
Republikas valstisko statusu’, bet 1991. gods 6. septembrT
PSRS Valsts padiime atzyna Latvejis republikys naatkarei-
bu. Suocés ilgs storptautyskuos atzeiSonys i jaunys valsts
byuvieSonys process, kurs ar leluokim voi mozuokim
satrycynuojumim turpynuojuos gondreiz vysu pyrmi
naatkareibys desmitgadi.

20. godu symta go. godi Rezekne

Naatkareibys suokums Rézekné beja gryusuoks nakai
daudzuos cytuos Latvejis pilsatuos, puorsvora deltuo,
ka Rézekne padimu laika beja palykuse par pylnvier-
teigu industrialu pilsatu, tok leluokuo dala ryupneicu
i uzjamumu, kas dorbojuos planveida ekonomikys ap-
stuokliis, naspéja nadrisynuot ekonomiski dzeivuotspie-
jeigu i konkurétspiejeigu razuosonu tierga ekonomikys

A Brief History of Rézekne

Baltic Way: on August 23, 1989, approximately two mil-
lion people formed a 670-kilometer-long human chain,
linking Tallinn, Riga, and Vilnius. The event drew global
attention, clearly signaling the Baltic nations’ desire to
break free from Soviet rule.

In the elections to the Supreme Council in March 1990,
the LTF secured a two-thirds majority. On May 4, 1990,
the newly elected council adopted the Declaration on the
Restoration of Independence of the Republic of Latvia,
initiating a transitional period toward full sovereignty.

The Soviet Union attempted to maintain control over
the Baltic republics through military pressure. However,

82. attals. Latvejis Naciona-
luos naatkareibys kusteibys
(LNNK) demonstraceja.

Figure 82. Latvian National
Independence Movement
demonstration.
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83. attals. Rézeknis kulturys
noms 1990. godi.

Figure 83. Rézekne Culture
House, 1990s.

Atjaunuotuo Latvejis Republika \

apstuoklis. Leli razuoSonys uzjamumi aizataiseja vins
piec tra, bet normalu uzjiemiejdarbeibys atteisteibu
trauceja i uzjiemieju piredzis tryukums, i banditismys,
kas piec PSRS sabrukuma strauji uzplauka vysuos be-
jusajuos padiimu republikuos, imit nu padimu perio-
da sporta voi valsts puorvaldis istuozu aizbildniceibys.
[§kzemis kiipprodukts sasamazynuoja iz pusi nu 1990.
da 1993. goda, i suocés hiperinflaceja.

1991. goda Rézekné dzeivuoja vaira par 43 tyuksti-
$om Jauzu, nu kuris latvisi veiduoja mozuok nakai 40%.

Piec naatkareibys nadybynuo$onys daudzi krivi i cytu

Renewed Republic of Latvia

fearing international repercussions and domestic escala-
tion, it was unable to suppress the non-violent resistance,
most notably during the January 1991 barricades in Riga.

Amid the failed coup attempt by Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev (1931-2022) in August 1991, the Latvian
Supreme Council adopted the Constitutional Law on the
State Status of the Republic of Latvia on August 21. Just
weeks later, on September 6, 1991, the State Council of the
USSR formally recognized Latvia’s independence.

A complex and often challenging process of interna-
tional recognition and state-building followed, contin-
uing, with varying degrees of turbulence, throughout
much of Latvias first decade of renewed independence.

1990s in Rezekne

The early years of independence were particularly diffi-
cult for Rézekne compared to many other Latvian cities.
Under Soviet rule, Rézekne had developed into a fully
industrialized city, but the transition to a market econ-
omy proved devastating for its economic base. Most fac-
tories and enterprises, which had functioned under the
conditions of a centrally planned economy, were unable
to adapt to market demands or produce economically
viable, competitive products. Large production facilities
closed one after another. The emergence of private enter-
prise was further hampered by a lack of entrepreneurial
experience and the rapid rise of organized crime, which
spread across the former Soviet republics. This criminal
underworld often had roots in Soviet-era sports clubs or



Atjaunuotuo Latvejis Republika \ Renewed Republic of Latvia

savineibys republiku dzeivuotuoji emigréja i dzeivuotuo-
ju skaits suoce strauji sasamazynuot. 1992./93. vuiceibu
goda nu 5228 $kolanu Rézekné latvisu voliida beja vuicei-
buvoliada 1442 (28%), bet krivu voliida - 3786 skolanim.

1990. godiis suocés aktiva privatsatu celtniceiba Vipinga,
Jupatovka, pilsatys dinavydu rajona. Bizi vin lelys satys
tyka caltys ar puoruok graznim arhitekturys elementim
i stylu sajaukumu, kas balanséja storp kicu i bezgaumei-
bu. BiZi vin tys natyka deltuo, ka klientim beja ivarojami
leidzekli, kas tyka dabuoti ari nagtideigis veidiis, bet jim
pitryuka zynuo$onu i izpratnis par arhitekturu i muokslu,
partd pamata kriminogenaja vidé voldasuos idejis par
elementim, kas apstyprynoj saiminika statusu, beja tir-
neisi, balkoni, country stils, cegli, masivi nomu izmari,
pierts i tml. Arhitektu autoritate itaidu klientu acis beja
puoruok zama, kab puorlicynuotu jis par praktiskuokim
i gaumeiguokim rysynuojumim. Tok biZi vin vaineigs beja
posu arhitektu zynuoSonu i izpratnis tryukums, parta ka
padejus 50 godu laika Padiimu Savineiba beja iznycynuota
arhitekturys skola tradicionalaja niizeimé i muokslys i ar-
hitekturys viesturis i zeimieSonys vita arhitekti vuicejuos
veikt ekonomisks apriekinus. Rezultata, kod vaira nabeja
vajadzeigs struoduot ar standarta projektim i irabezuotu
materialu kluostu, daudzi pat dizgon piredzejusi arhitekti
suoce veiduot projektus, kas nu arhitekturys redzina beja
dizgon naivi voi "klidzasi”

Padimu laika Rézekné tyka caltys daudzys standarta
daudzstuovu dzeivojamuos akys, tok parosti tryuka lei-
dzeklu mozajom arhitekturys formom i apstatejumim,
kas atdzeivynuotu akys, part 1990. godus Rézeknis

state administrative structures. Between 1990 and 1993,
Latvia’s gross domestic product fell by half, while hyper-
inflation further destabilized the economy.

In 1991, Rézekne had over 43,000 residents, of whom
Latvians made up less than 40%. Following the resto-
ration of independence, many Russians and citizens of
other former Soviet republics left the city, leading to
a sharp population decline. In the 1992/93 academic
year, of the 5,228 students in Rézekne, only 1,442 (28%)
were enrolled in Latvian-language education, while 3,786
studied in Russian.

During the 1990s, new private housing developments
began to appear in areas such as Vipinga, Jupatovka,
and the southern districts of the city. Many of these new
homes were large and lavish, often incorporating eclectic
and excessively ornate architectural elements that bor-
dered on kitsch or outright tastelessness. These stylistic
choices were typically driven by wealthy clients, often in-
dividuals with ill-gotten gains, who lacked architectural
knowledge and taste but sought to express status through
visual excess: turrets, balconies, rustic motifs, red brick
facades, oversized buildings, saunas, and other markers
of prestige popular in criminal circles. Architects, held
in low regard by such clients, rarely had the authority to
suggest more practical or refined alternatives.

However, blame did not lie solely with the clients.
After decades of Soviet architectural education, which
had largely abandoned traditional art, history, and draw-
ing in favor of economic calculations and standardiza-
tion, many architects themselves lacked the knowledge

A Brief History of Rézekne
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dzeivojami kvartali izavére palaki i nadzeivi. Bez tuo,
sabryukiit Padimu Savineibai, daudzi byuvniceibys pro-
jekti palyka napabeigti. Cikom byuvniceibai ivasti celt-
niceibys materiali dizgon dreizi tyka nazogti, puordati
voi izmontuoti, 1dzeiti pali, Isuoktuos i pamastuos byuvis
palyka pilsatys vidé daudzus godu desmitus. Nasaverit
iz t0, ka pilsata beja daudz zalis zonu, skveru i laukumu,
kipeiga redzina par apstatejumu izveidi nabeja, parta
zaluos zonys biZi beja haotiskys i nasistematiskys. Kioski,
paviljoni i cytys mozuos arhitekturys formys pilsata tyka
puorbyuvatys i atjaunuotys vysaidas stylas, atkareiba nu
saiminiku gaumis. Tok kapeiga styla tryukums puorver-
te pilsatys elementus par napuortrauktu vizuala traksni.
Ityma laika roduos vé] vina problema, kas sasaglobuojuse
Rézekné da myusu dinu - uora reklamys aba vidis nafor-
miejuma praseibu tryukuma del jau tai sadrumstaluo-
tuos pilsatys ainovys vél vaira apgryutynuoja naskaitomys
spadrys i bizi vin $vaki veiduotys reklamys.

or artistic sensitivity to develop cohesive, thoughtful
designs. With the end of standardized projects and re-
strictions on materials, even experienced professionals
sometimes produced naive or garish architecture.

While numerous standardized multi-story apartment
blocks were built in Rézekne during the Soviet era, the
associated landscaping and small architectural elements
intended to enhance these developments were often nev-
er realized due to budget constraints. As a result, by the
1990s, Rezekne’s residential areas appeared bleak and
lifeless. Many construction projects were abandoned
incomplete after the USSR’s collapse. Building materi-
als were quickly looted, sold, or repurposed, but unfin-
ished foundations, driven piles, and concrete skeletons
remained as part of the cityscape for decades.

Although Rézekne boasted many green areas and open
spaces, a lack of comprehensive landscaping vision led to
a disorganized and chaotic urban environment. Kiosks,
pavilions, and other small structures were built or reno-
vated in wildly different styles, depending on the owners’
preferences. The absence of architectural coordination
turned the cityscape into a patchwork of visual noise.
A new problem also emerged, one that persists to this
day: the unregulated proliferation of bright, often poorly
designed advertisements, which further fragmented and
overwhelmed the already disjointed urban visual land-
scape.
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Rezeknis toponimi / Toponymy of Rezekne

Modern name (2025)
Myusu dinu nisaukums (2025)

LV|ENG | LG

Variations*
Variacejis **

Puslopa

Page

18. novembra iela
18. novembra Street
18. novembra ila

Zagorodnaja ulitsa (1857, 1902), Vorstadt StrafSe (1918), Aizpilseétas iela (1928), 18.
novembra iela (1933), Sporta iela (1940, 1945), 18. novembra iela (1941, 1990)

45, 98-100, 102,
142, 151

45, 98,102, 142,
152

Abelu iela Podgorodishche (1897, 1905, 1923), Peterburgskaja ulitsa (1902), Péterpils iela 63 62-63
Abelu Street (1918, 1926), Abelu iela (1934)
Uobélu ila
Amerika Amerika (1900, 1944) 52 52
Ancupani D.M. Leys Anchupany; D.M. Kolna (1784), Leys-Anchupany; Kolno-Anchupany | 122-123, 153,155 | 122-123, 154, 156
(1905), Lejas An¢upani; Kalna Ancupani (1922), Ancupéni (1928), Lejas
Ancupani; Kalna Ancupani (1929), Ancupani (1994), Lejas Ancupani; Kolna
Ancupani (1999)
Andreja Upisa iela Plekshinskaya ulitsa (1885, 1902), Pleksnu iela (1918, 1934), Andreja Upisa iela 32-33, 46, 52, 32, 46, 52, 101,
Andreja Upisa Street (1948) 101, 122, 139 122, 140
Andreja Upisa ila
Atbrivosanas aleja Bol'shaya Nikolajevskaja ulitsa (1857, 1902), Sankt-Peterburgskoje shosse (1885), 32, 39, 42, 44— 32, 40—41,
Atbrivosanas Aleja GrofSe Nikolai StrafSe; Petersburger Chaussee / Diinaburger StrafSe (1918), Ulitsa 47, 5051, 62—63, | 44—47, 5051, 60,
Atbreivuosonys aleja Internacionala; Dvinskoje shosse / Sovetskaja ulitsa (1919), Liela Nikolaja iela; 68, 90, 99-100, | 62-63, 68, 91,
Daugavpils Soseja (1920), Atbrivosanas aleja; Kalpaka / Kolpaka iela (1923), 103, 106-108, 97, 99-100, 103,

Atbrivosanas aleja; PulkveZa Kalpaka iela (1934), 1. maija iela; Oktobra iela (1940),
Atbrivosanas aleja; PulkveZa Kalpaka iela (1941); 1. maija iela; Oktobra iela (1945);
Lenina iela (1965); Atbrivosanas aleja (1991).

116-117, 119, 126,
129, 137-138-139,
140-142, 147,
151-152, 155

106-108, 116-117,
126, 129, 137, 140,
142, 144, 147,
152-153, 156
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Auggpilseta Vyshgorod (1844), Novaya Rezhitsa (1852, 1857), Praviy bereg (1955), neuerer 32, 35-36, 39-45, | 31, 34, 36, 39-43,
Uphill Town belegener Theil (1868), Noviy gorod Rezhitza (1915), labais krasts (1922), 50-51, 59, 61-62 | 45,59, 62
Augspilsata jaunpilséta (1935), jauna pilsetas dala (1936), Augspilséta (2022)

Baznicas iela Sobornaja ulitsa (1857, 1902), Kirch StrafSe (1918), Sverdlova iela (1919), 45, 104 45

Baznicas Street
Bazneicys 1la

Sobornaja ulitsa (1920), Baznicas iela (1934, 1941, 1945, 1991), 5. augusta iela
(1940), Cerkovnaja ulitsa (1945), Uzvaras iela / Ulitsa Pobedy (1948)

Bralu Skrindu iela
Bralu Skrindu Street
Bruolu Skryndu ila

Goristaja ulitsa (1857), Verhnyaya Zamkovaya ulitsa (1885), Verhne Zamkovaja
ulitsa (1902), Obere Schlofs StrafSe (1918), Bralu Skrindu iela (1923, 1941, 1990),
Padomiju iela (1940, 1945)

37, 45, 90, 103,
147

45, 91, 103, 148

Brivibas iela
Brivibas Street
Breiveibys ila

Voksal'naya ulitsa (1885, 1902), Bahnhof Straf$e (1918), Vienibas iela (1923, 1941),
Brivibas iela (1940, 1944)

62, 68, 90, 139,
151, 156

62, 68, 91, 140,
152, 157

Bukmuizas iela
Bukmuizas Street

Yanopol'skaya ulitsa (1885, 1902), Verhne Yanopol'skaya and Nizhne
Yanopol'skaya, Janopoler StrafSe (1918), Bukmuizas iela (1934, 1992), Ckalova

32, 46, 136

31, 46, 136

Bukmuizys ila iela (1948)

Centraltirgus [Ploschad’] dlya prisudstvennych mest | Glavnaya ploschad’ (1778, 1782), 13, 30-32, 34, 40, 13, 29, 30—32,
Market Torgovaya ploshchad’ (1836, 1885, 1909), Bazar (1902), Markt (1918), Tirgus 46, 62, 85-56, 41, 46, 62, 86,
Tiergs laukums (1920-1921, 1935) 124-125, 127 124-125, 127
Darzu iela Sadovaja ulitsa (1857, 1885), Sadovaja ulitsa; Volkov pereulok (1902), Sadovaja | 30, 32-33, 29, 31-33, 43—45,
Darzu Street ulitsa; Volkovskaya ulitsa (1909), Garden Strafie; Wolkow StrafSe (1918), 44-45, 49, 54, 49, 54, 72, 98,
Duorzu ila Darzu iela; Volkova iela / Vilku iela (1920-1922); Darzu iela; Erglu iela (1934), 72, 98,105,149, | 105, 152-153

Sadovaja ulitsa; Orlinaya ulitsa (< 1948), Darzu iela; 21. julija iela (1948),
Darzu iela (1989)

151-152

Daugavpils iela
Daugavpils Street
Daugovpils ila

Safonovskaya pereulok / ulitsa (1885, 1902), Safonow StrafSe (1918), Daugavpils
iela (1934)

32

33
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Dzintaru iela

Peterbugskaya ulitsa (1902), Petersburger StrafSe (1918), Armijas iela (1925), 100 101
Dzintaru Street Armeyskiy pereulok (1925), Armijas skersiela (< 1934), Dzintaru iela (1934)
Dzintaru ila
Dzirnavu iela Mel'nichnaya ulitsa (1902), Miihlen Strafe (1918) Patmalu / Patmalu iela 137 -
Dzirnavu Street (1920-1922)
Dziernovu ila
Festivala parks Public garden (1836, 1885), Festivala parks (2001, 2019) 44—45, 147 43—44, 147
Festivala Park
Festivala parks
Franca Trasuna iela Vipingas skérsiela (1923), Saura iela (1928), Vipingas iela (1934), Stahanova iela 139 139
Franca Trasuna Street (1948), Franca Trasuna iela (1989)
Franca Trasuna ila
Franciska Varslavana iela Vilenskaya ulitsa (1902), Wilnaer StrafSe (1918), Aglonas iela (1934), Franciska - -
Franciska Varslavana Street Varslavana iela (1964)
Franciska Varslavana ila
Galdnieku iela Stolyarniy pereulok (1902, 1920), Stolyarnaya ulitsa (1909), Tischler StrafSe 128 127
Galdnieku Street (1918), Galdnieku iela (1934)
Galdniku 1la
Gravju iela Kladbishchenskiy pereulok / Kapsetas skersiela (1920-1922), Kanavskiy pereulok | 13 13

Gravju Street
Gruovu ila

/ Gravju iela (1925), Gravju iela (1934, 1992), Lizas Caikinas iela (1948)

Ivana Sinicina / Ivana Zavoloko
iela

Ivana Sinicina / Ivana Zavoloko
Street

Ivana Sinicina / Ivana Zavoloko
ila

Kurskaya ulitsa (1902), Kladbishchenskiy pereulok u staroobryadcheskogo
kladbishcha (1920-1922), Draudzes iela (1925, 1941), Bérzu iela (1940), Ulitsa
Yaroslavskogo (1948), Jaroslavas iela (1958), Ivana Zavoloko iela; Ivana Sinicina
iela (1991).
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Izraélas iela Shkolniy pereulok (1902), Schul StrafSe (1918), Skolas iela / III Skolas saniela 33 32

Izraélas Street (1920-1922), Amatnieku iela (1934), Jeruzalemes iela (1998), Izraélas iela (1998)

Izraelys ila

Jaunjelgavas iela Jelgavas iela (1945), Novo Yelgavskaya ulitsa (1947), Jaunjelgavas iela (1959) 149 151

Jaunjelgavas Street

Jaunjelgovys ila

Jaunprojekta iela Jelgavas iela (1945), Novo-proyektnaya ulitsa / Jaunprojekta iela (1949) 149 151

Jaunprojekta Street

Jaunprojekta ila

Jelgavas iela Antokol’skaya ulitsa (1885, 1902), Grofie Antokolska StrafSe (1918), Verhnyaya 33 32

Jelgavas Street Antokol’skaya ulitsa (1920), Jelgavas iela (1934), Mitavskaya ulitsa (< 1948)

Jelgovys ila

Jupatovka Lipatowa (1866, 1902, 1918), Jupatovka (1905, 1929, 2001), Jupatauka (1922, 161 161
1925)

Jurija Tinanova lela Pozharnaya ulitsa (1885, 1902), Feuerwehr StrafSe (1918), Jurija Tinanova iela 33 32

Jurija Tinanova Street
Jurija Tinanova ila

(1964)

Krasta iela Naberezhnaya ulitsa (1902), I krasta / Krasta iela (1920-1922) 45, 74, 111, 142 45, 74, 110, 144
Krasta Street

Krosta ila

Kraslavas iela Mjasnaya ulitsa (1885), Pozharnaya ulitsa (1902, Skolas skersiela (< 1920), I 33 32

Kraslavas Street Skolas saniela (1920-1922), II Skolas iela (1923), Kraslavas iela (1934)

Kruoslovys 1la

Krisjana Barona iela Dvoryanskaya ulitsa (1885, 1902, 1920), Edel StrafSe (1918), Uricka iela (1919), 33, 55, 139 32, 55, 140

Krisjana Barona Street
Krisjana Barona ila

Krisjana Barona iela (1968)
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Krisjana Valdemara iela Institita iela (1928), Krisjana Valdemara iela (1934, 1941, 1945), Skolas iela 63,105, 151-152 63, 152-153
Kri$jana Valdemara Street (1940)

Krisjana Valdemara ila

Kuldigas iela Soldatskaya ulitsa (1885), Pervaya Soldatskaya ulitsa (1902), Erste Soldaten 32, 98, 152 31, 98, 153
Kuldigas Street StrafSe (1918), Kuldigas iela (1934)

Kuldigys ila

Latgales iela
Latgales Street
Latgolys ila

Bol'shaya Lyutsinskaya ulitsa (1885, 1902), Stolypinskiy prospekt (1912), Lield
iela (1917), Haupt Strafe / Luziner StrafSe / Solipina prospekts / Brivibas iela
(1918), Ulitsa Svobody (1919), Bol’shaya ulitsa (1920), Liela Ludzas iela (1920—
1922), Latgales prospekts (1923), 15. maija iela (1934, 1941, 1944), 17. jinija iela
(1940, 1945), Latgales iela (1989)

30, 32-33, 35-36,
42, 45, 54, 60,
62, 67, 87, 90-91,
101, 104, 119, 124,
133, 137, 145, 147,
151-152, 156

31-33, 36, 41, 45,
54, 61-62, 67, 87,
91, 101, 107, 119,
124, 133, 137, 145,
148, 151-153, 156

Liepajas iela Bazarniy pereulok (1902), Markt StrafSe (1918), II Krasta / Augs-Krasta iela 13-14, 32 13-14, 31
Liepajas Street (1920-1922), Liepajas iela (1934), Libavskaya ulitsa (< 1948)

Lipuojis 1la

Liepu iela Sebezhskaya ulitsa (1902, 1920), Sebezas iela (1925), Kaunatas iela (1928), Liepu | 63,149 63, 151
Liepu Street iela (1934)

Lipuila

Lokomotivju iela Rezekne I stacija (1935, 1958), Rézeknes I iela (1960), Lokomotivju iela (1968) 138 138
Lokomotivju Street

Lokomotivu ila

Lubanas iela Lubanas iela (1928) 99 98
Lubanas Street

Lubuonys ila

Ludzas iela Malaja Lyutsinskaya ulitsa (1885, 1902), Kleine Luziner Strafe (1918), Ludzas 32, 90 31, 91

Ludzas Street
Ludzys ila

iela (1934), Lytsinskaya ulitsa (< 1948)
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Maslenikova kalns Myza Rezhitsy (1784) 14-15, 24-26, 14-15, 23-24, 26,
Maslenikova Hill 29, 46 29, 46
Maslenikova kolns
Makarovka Makarauka (1922), Makarovka (1905, 1929, 1945, 1999) 68, 153 69, 154
Maskavas iela Maskavas iela (1963) - -
Maskavas Street
Moskovys ila
Mazie Garanci M. Girancy (1866), Mal-Garantsy (1905), Mal Giranzy (1918), Garanci (1922, 139 140
Mozi Garanci 1930, 1950), Maz-Gurunci (1928), Garanci (1994), Mozi Garanci (1999), Mazie

Garanci (1999)
Miera iela Antokol’skaya malaya ulitsa (1885, 1909), Nizhne Antokol’skaya ulitsa (1902), 32-33, 71, 100 31-32, 71, 101
Miera Street Kleine Antokolska StrafSe (1918), Nizhnyaya Antokol’skaya ulitsa (1920), Miera
Mira ila iela (1934)
Nikodema Rancana iela Malaya Nikolayevskaya ulitsa (1857, 1885, 1902, 1920), Kleine Nikolai StrafSe 45,152 45,153

Nikodema Rancana Street
Nikodema Rancana ila

(1918), Libknehta iela (1919), Maza Nikolaja iela (1920), Nikodema Rancana
iela (1934, 1941, 1989), Latgales iela (1940, 1945)

Vecpilseta Nizhgorod (1844), leviy bereg (1855), v pravo ot shosseynoy dorogi (1855), stary | 13-20, 32, 40, 13-21, 31, 41—43,

Old Town Gréd (1863), alterer Stadttheil (1868), dienvidu dala (1922), Rézenes vepilséta 4245, 48, 50-51, | 45—-46, 48, 50-51,

Vacpilsata (1935, 1936, 1985) 58-61, 73, 76, 55, 5859, 61-62,
121, 133 73, 76, 121, 134

Parka iela Parka iela (1928) 149 151

Parka Street

Parka ila

Pils iela Zamkovaya ulitsa (1857), Nizhnyaya Zamkovaya ulitsa (1885), Nizhne 45, 59 45,59

Pils Street Zamkovaya ulitsa (1902), Untere Schlof§ Strafe (1918), Zema Pils / Lejas Pils

Pilsila iela (1920-1922), Pils iela (1934)
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Pilskalns
Castle Mound (Castle Hill)
Pilskolns

9-12, 21, 26, 32,
45, 55, 59, 62,
74=75, 99, 110,
147

9-12, 21, 26, 31,
45, 51, 55, 59, 62,
72574, 99, 111,
147

Pleik$ni

Pleksni (1928, 1935, 1994), Pleiksni (1905), Lekschi (1915), Pleksi (1922, 1937),
Pleksina (1922), Pleiksni (1973, 1982, 1999), Plieksni (1999)

56, 63, 97,125

56, 62, 97

Pulkveza Brieza iela
Pulkveza Brieza Street
Pulkveza Brieza ila

Pochtamtskaya ulitsa (1857, 1885, 1902, 1920), Post StrafSe (1918), Karla Marksa
iela (1919), Pulkveza Brieza iela 1934, 1941, 1991), Komsomola iela (1940, 1945),
Komjaunatnes iela (1950)

45, 116, 152

45, 116, 153

Raina iela Meshchanskaya ulitsa (1857, 1885, 1902, 1920), Biirger Straffe (1918), 45,100, 139, 142 | 45, 61, 100, 140,
Raina Street Proletarskaya ulitsa (1919), Pilsonu iela (1928), Ridolfa Blaumana iela (1934, 144
Raina 1la 1941), Jana Raina iela (1940), Pionerskaya ulitsa (1944), Pionieru iela (1945),
Raina iela (1990)
Rézekne Resiten (1293, 1295, 1309, 1502), Rositen (1324, 1467, 1473, 1507, 1583, 1753 ), 9-162 9-162.

Rossiten (1451, 1483), Rossyten (1502), Rosszyten (1502), Rossitten (1508, 1556,
1560, 1600), Rositten (1508, 1559, 1582, 1594, 1700, 1797, 1918, 1944 ), Rositza
(1581), Rzezyca (1590), Rzezyca (1599, 1863, 1889), Rzczyca (1599), Rjezica (1658,
1782), Resekne (1753), Rezitsa (1775, 1780, 1890), Rezitsy (1793, 1796), Rezhitsy
(1793), Rjezhitsa (1778, 1818, 1822, 1825, 1833, 1873, 1885, 1911, 1919), Resitza
(1798), Resitten (1798), Rezhitsa (1778, 1803, 1890, 1902), Rezica (1845), Regitza
(1861), Rezyca (1889), Rejzieknie (1889), Reschitza (1890), Reisneke (1890),
Reznitsa (1890), Rozitten’ (1890), Reschiza (1908), Rehsekne (1913), Rjeshitza
(1915), Rieshiza (1916), Rjeshiza (1918), Rezekne (1922, 1940, 1945, 1947, 1961),
Rézekne (1921, 1925, 1940, 1941)

Rézeknes ezers / Kovsu ezers
Rézekne Lake / Kovsu Lake
Rézeknis azars / Kovs$u azars

Jezioro Kawszo (1765), Ozero Kovsha (1864), Iezioro Kowszowo (1899), Ozero
Kovshovo (1867, 1902), Kowschowo See (1918), Kovsevas ezers (1922, 1984),
Rézeknes ezers (1937, 1984, 1999), Kausa ezers (1967-1970), Kovsu ezers (2005~
2010, 2008, 2021, 2023), Kousu ezers (2020)

25, 58, 70, 97,
127, 137, 139

26> 59, 69> 95-97,
127, 137, 140
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Rézeknes Kultras un atputas Raina parks (1949, 1960) 104, 149 151

parks

Rézekne Park of Culture and

Recreation

Rézeknis Kulturys i atpyutys

parks

Rézeknes upe *Rézit(i)ne;, Fluvius Rositensis (1498), Rositen (1507, 1700), ReZyca (1599), 9-10,12-13,23, | 9-10, 12-14, 22,

Rézekne River Rzezyca (1590, 1599, 1712, 1889), Rositta (1600, 1669), Resitta (1700), Rjezhitsa 31-33, 44-45, 48, | 31, 33, 44—45, 48,

Rézeknis upe (1833), Rejzeknie-upie (1889), Reschitza (1890), Rezhitsa (1902) 50, 53, 55, 57—59, | 50, 55, 5759, 63,
63, 70, 87, 90-91, | 69-70, 87, 91,
94, 98-100, 103, | 94, 97-99, 100,
105, 107, 109, 111, | 103, 105, 107,
115, 117, 136—137, 109-110, 118, 136,
139, 147 137, 140, 147

Rigas iela Rizhskaya ulitsa (1902), Rigaer StrafSe (1918), Dricénu iela / Dricanu iela / 105, 151 105, 152

Rigas Street Dricénu Soseja (1928), Rigas iela (1968)

Reigys ila

Rozu iela Ilyinskaya ulitsa (1922), Iljas skérsiela (< 1934), Rozu iela (1934) 149 151

Rozu Street

Razu ila

Saules iela Kiyevskaya ulitsa (1902), Kiewer StrafSe (1918), Saules iela (1934) 63,97 63,97

Saules Street

Saulis 1la

Skolas iela Moskovskaya ulitsa (1902), Moskauer StrafSe (1918), Petrolejas iela / skersiela 105 105

Skolas Street
Skolys ila

(1920-1922), Pionieru iela (1940), Skautu iela (1941), Skolas iela (1945, 1946)
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Vilhelma Purvisa Street
Vilhelma Purvisa ila

iela (1948), Vilhelma Purvisa iela (1990)

Slimnicas iela Slimnicas iela (1929, 1992), Oskalna iela (1948) 100, 139 100, 140

Slimnicas Street

Slimneicys ila

Sloboda Myza Rezhitsy (1784), Sloboda-Rjezhitsa (1905) 34, 56, 58, 34, 56, 58,

63-64, 68, 98 62-64, 68, 97

Stacijas iela Stacijas iela (1928, 1984), Rezekne II stacija (1935) 152 153

Stacijas Street

Stacejis 1la

Stuceva D. Tuchevo (1784), Stuskowo (1866, 1918), Stucevo (1905), Stiiceva (1929), 56, 97-98 56, 97-98
Stucova (1999), Stuceva (1909, 1928, 1999)

Upes iela Konnaya ulitsa (1902), Pferde Strafe (1918), Zirgu iela (< 1928), Upes iela (1928) | 71, 100 71, 100

Upes Street

Upis ila

Valérijas Seiles iela Spasskaya ulitsa (1857, 1885, 1902, 1920), Spasskaja Strafe (1918), Rozas 45, 116 45,116

Valérijas Seiles Street Luksemburgas iela (1919), Spasa iela (1920), Glabéju iela (1920-1922), Aizsargu

Valerejis Seilis ila iela (1934, 1941), Sarkanarmijas iela (1940, 1945), Valeérijas Seiles iela (1990)

Vilhelma Purvisa iela Kladbishchenskaya ulitsa (1902, 1920), Friedhof Gasse (1918), Olega Kosevoja 13, 46 13, 46

Vipinga

Wipingk (1563), Wyping (1569, 1765, 1868, 1905), Wiping (1599), Wypping (1770,
1771), Woipiwi (1798), Wypingof (1784, 1836), Vypeng (188s), Wypinki (1918),
Vipinga (1909, 1922, 1999)

98-99, 122, 142,
149, 152, 161

98_993 122, 144,
151, 153, 161

Vilanu iela
Vilanu Street
Vilanu ila

Weljoner StrafSe (1918), Velionskaya ulitsa (1919), Vilanu iela (1920-1922), Vilenu
iela (< 1934), Franca Trasuna iela (1934, 1941), Jona Zvidra iela (1940, > 1944),
Vilanu iela (1992)

116

116




Zemnieku iela Morskaya ulitsa (1902), See StrafSe (1918), Zemnieku iela (1936, 1991), Maksima | 99, 142 98,144
Zemnieku Street Gorkija iela (1964)

Zemniku ila

Ziedu iela Mogil’naya ulitsa (1902, 1920), Tsvetnaya ulitsa / Ziedu iela / Puku iela (1922) 149 151

Ziedu Street

Zidu ila

Ziemelu mikrorajons D.d. Kleperova; D. Rataniki (1784), Klepary; Ratyniki (1866, 1918), Kleperovo; 145, 149, 151, 152, | 147, 149, 152—153,
Ziemelu microdistrict Rataniki (1905), Kleperava; Ratinieki (1922, 1929), Padomju saimnieciba 156 157

Zimelu mikrorajons “Rezekne” (1960), Klepery; Ratinieki (1963), Ziemelu rajons (1994, 1999)

* List of street names is primarily based on Pilinieks, 1. Rezekne: pilseta un tas vietu vardi (Rézeknes vietvardi). Manuskripts. Jarmala. 2020.
** Tlu nGisaukumu saroksts puorsvora ir balsteits Pilinieks, 1. Rézekne: pilséta un tas vietu vardi (Rézeknes vietvardi). Manuskripts. Jirmala. 2020.
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Indekss

Personys

Altenbuks, Georgs, 23,
Bavarejis Leopolds, 8o
Berks, Garfunga, 58
Bez-Kornilovics, Mihails, 48
Blaus, Haralds, 104
Borbals, Stanislavs, 106
Broce, Johans Kristofs, 110
Buivids, Mikels, 23
Cirulis, Janis, 104-105
Cernikovs, Andrejs, 149
Egle, Arvids, 95
Falkensteins, Izaks, 62
Gavars, Valdis, 117, 119
Gelzis, Modris, 147
Gerdenis, 9

Gorbacovs, Mihails, 159

Grisans, Jezups, 113, 118-119, 129

Grodzinskis, Haims, 37, 80
Hlopickis, Edvards, 50
Jansons, Karlis, 106
Jaskovska, Helena, 75, 103
Kalnins, Janis, 68
Karklins, Ernests, 59
Kemps, Francs, 72, 78
Kilps, Arnolds, 117, 119
Korfs

— Fridrihs, 24

- Nikolajs, 24

- Olga, 42
Kulezijs, Piters, 17
Kundzins, Pauls, 103
Lacis, Vilis, 123
Laizans, Janis, 85
Laube, Eizens, 100
Lescinskis, Gustavs, 57, 74, 103
Lenins, Vladimirs, 79, 139
Manderns, Konrads, 9
Manteifels-Scége

- Gustavs, 50

— Leons, 80
Manteifels, Movss, 59, 93
Maslenikovs, Lukass, 58
Mellenbergs, Viktors, 150
Mihailovs, Igors, 148
Narusevics, Stanislavs, 24
Ostzihs, Nikolaus, 23
Pavlovs, Pavils, 101-104, 106
Polaks, Mejers, 38
Purins, Augusts, 119
Purvitis, Vilhelms, 59
Rancans, Nikodems, 68
Romanovs

— Aleksandrs I1, 44

— Aleksejs Nikolajevics, 76

- Katrina II, 24

- Nikolajs I, 42-43

- Nikolajs I, 76-77
Rurikovics

- Ivans III, 14

- Ivans IV, 17
Rutkovskis, V., 58
Sakse, Anna, 123
Silins, Matiss, 78
Skrinda, Ontons, 37
Skujenieks, Margers, 55
Sobeskis, Sebastians, 24
Sprudzs, Alberts, 127-128
Stencelis, Otto, 102
Strave, Pauls, 117, 119
Stucka, Peteris, 8o
Sudrabkalns, Janis, 123
Svenne, Pauls, 127-128
Sadurskis (vuords nav niskaidruots), 25
Tizenhauzens

- Georgs, 24-25

- Hieronims, 24-25
Tinanovs

— Jurijs, 37

- Nasons, 37
Tomasickis, Leons, 106
Uberfelds (vuords nav niiskaidruots), 23
Ulmanis, Karlis, 82, 91-92, 103
Varslavans

- Francisks, 95

- Ontons, 147
Zabelins, Aleksejs, 48



Zadvinskis, Péteris, 8o
Zalaiskalns, Mara, 147
Zarin$, Davids, 103

Apdzeivuotuos vitys
i geografiskuos 1zeimis

Abrine (Jaunlatgola)
- pilsata, 116
- aprinkis, 105, 107, 136
Amerikys Savinuotuos Valstis (ASV), 47, 103
Argentina, 103
Atasine, 89
Audrini, 123
Baltejis valstis, 159
Boltkriveja
- teritoreja, 19, 48, 130
- guberna/-is, 24, 28, 39
Ciesis, 65, 106
Cyskodi, 119, 129
Daugova
Daugovpils (Dinaburga)
- pils, 20
- komtureja, 10
- pilséta, 14, 29, 48, 51, 65, 75, 87, 92, 107,
115-116, 130, 138, 141
- aprinkis, 80
Dinavydafrika, 46
Gaujina, 14
Helsinki, 106

Indekss

Huaynaputina vulkans, 18
Krustpils
- pilsata, 20, 116
— starasteja, 23-25
Jelgova, 57, 65, 106, 120, 130
Kriveja
- teritoreja, 11, 19
- valsts, 14, 18
- impereja, 12, 24, 27, 30, 34, 35, 37, 39, 64,
76-77, 89, 96
- pagaidu valdeiba, 77, 79
- padamu republika, 79-80, 82, 87, 107,
113, 116
Kirzeme
— kulturviesturiskais navods, 19, 74, 76
— guberna, 64, 78
Latgola
— kulturviesturiskais navods, 9, 12, 19-20,
23-24, 34_36’ 50, 68, 72574, 76_81
103, 115
- Palu Livonija, 51
— kantons, 80
Latveja
- teritorija, 61, 63-65, 78, 120, 132, 141
- republika, 75, 84, 87-89, 92, 97, 99-100,
105-107, 115, 119, 158159
- Iskolata republika, 79
- padimu republika, 80-82, 142, 148, 150
Leivuons, 116
Leningrada (vertis: Piterpils)

A Brief History of Rézekne

Livoneja
- ordina valsts, 9-11, 14, 16-17
- hercogiste, 12
- Puordaugovys hercogiste, 12
Lipuoja
- pilsata, 65, 120
— aprinkis, 82
Lotigola (Letigola), 9
Ludza (Lutsina)
- pils, 20
- starasteja, 21, 25
- pilséta, 14, 52, 65, 104, 116, 136
— aprinkis, 80, 105, 124
Malta, 34, 104
Maslenki, 107
Moduinys aprinkis, 136
Moskova, 63, 137-138, 147, 153
Nevele, 64
Nirnberga, 16
Ostrova, 48
Palestina, 92
Peru, 18
Piterpils, 39, 48, 54, 56, 68, 78, 153
Pleskova
- pilsata, 138
- guberna, 27
Polocka
- knaziste, 9, 11, 19
- guberna, 28
Preili, 124
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PSRS, 115, 157, 159-160

Pﬁlejis—Leitovys uneja, 12, 17, 27

Raznys azars, 9-10

Reiga, 10, 13, 18, 61, 63-65, 75, 80, 82, 87, 96,
120, 122, 127, 137-138, 141, 147, 153, 157

Rézeknis aprinkis, 28-29, 31, 47, 51, 55, 65, 81,
89, 121, 136

Rozentova, 64

Rujina, 14, 106

Rykopole, 64

Rzeva, 77

Stropi, 107

Strazani, 154

Smaili, 107

Tallina, 158

Tartu (Térbata), 10

Taudejanu mezs, 125

Trikata, 14

Tukums, 131

Valmira, 18, 106

Varakluoni, 64

Vars$ava, 39, 56

Velikije Luki, 80

Ventspils, 65

Vilaka, 20, 136

Vilani, 64, 130

Vilna, 158

Vitebska
- pilsata, 64
- guberna, 28, 36, 46, 77-79

Indekss

Vuoceja, 77, 80-81, 116, 119, 121, 132

Vydzeme
— kulturviesturiskais navods, 19-20, 76, 95
- guberna, 64, 74, 77-79

Zemgalis teritoreja, 76

Institucejis i akys

Adeitova, 109
Aptikys, 37
Aprinka slimneica (vértis: Rézeknis aprinka
slimneica)
Armejis
— ekonomiskais veikals, 117
- zyrgu sporta klubs, 95-96
Attureibniku bidreiba, 71, 74
Auglu duorzi, 26, 32, 107, 145
Augstuokuo padame (Latveja), 159
Autotsta, 32, 62, 146-148
Autobusu garazys, 139
Bibliotekys, 71, 74, 77, 95, 139, 142, 147
Centraluo kotlu muoja, 105, 151
Citums, 32, 36, 46, 61, 119, 122, 125, 155
Ceka (vértis Valsts driiseibys Tautys
komisariats)
Daugovys stadions, 139, 149
Duorzinu globuotovys, 25, 139
Dzelzsbetona konstrukeeju ryupneica, 151,
155-156
Dziernovys (patmalis) pi pilskolna, 17, 30, 32,

40, 56

Ebreju
- lyugSonu nomi (sinagogys), 40, 46, 48

71, 87,134

- $kola, 102

Ellis spistuvis, 95, 132, 153

Farmonova veikals, 52

Finansu ministreja (Krivejas impereja), 44

Galis kombinati, 122, 139, 149, 151, 153,

Graudu elevators, 139, 155

Gunsdziesieju depo, 31, 57, 61, 139

Horaluo sinagoga, 87

Iergla aptika, 37

Infekceju slimneica (vertis: Rézeknis
infekceju slimneica)

Iudina tarni, 154

I3klitu Tautys Komisariats (vértis: Valsts
draseibys Tautys komisariats)

Jaskovskys dziernovys (veértis: Les¢inska
dziernovys)

Jezus Sirds katedrale (vértis: Rézeknis
katuolu bazneica)

Juona Ivanova Rézeknis muzykys vydsskola,
145

Kahals, 40

Kara revolucionaruos komitejis, 79

Kinoteatris Oaze, 74

Kinoteatris Rézekne, 147

Kinoteatris Zvaigzne, 144, 147

Komercskola (vertis: Rézeknis valsts



komercskola)

Komunistiskuo parteja (Latvejis Komunistu
parteja), 80, 81, 87, 110, 116, 151, 158

Kopejneicys i iedneicys, 60, 139, 147, 152

Kreditistuozu noms, 139

Krugi, 14, 17, 20-21, 23, 28, 30, 39-40, 71

Kruosu fabrika Okers, 110

Kukapstruodis ryupneica (kombinats), 139,
156

Kappinuotova, 93, 104

Kiirzemis divizeja, 89

Kulturys noms, 102, 109, 127, 132, 134, 138,

140,
147-149, 160

Latgales konservu cehs, 157

Latgolys Kulturviesturis muzejs, 36-37, 142,
147

Latgolys Tautys pils (vértis: Kulturys noms)

Latvejis Republikys Pagaidu valdeiba, 82

Latvejis Socialistiskuo Padiimu Republikys

Centraluo komiteja, 80

Lauleibu pils (planuota), 152

Lazaretis, 36, 89

Les¢inska patmalis, 57, 74, 97, 103

Livonijas ordenis

Lokomotivu depo, 149

Luteranu bazneicys (bejusuo katuolu, kiaka,
ceglu), 17, 60, 71, 104, 128

Lupkautives, 40, 105

Lynu fabrika, 140, 150, 156

Indekss

Magistrata i pilsatys dimis aka, 28, 31, 40
Maizis captuvis, 23, 93, 151
Maltys nuovis bataljons, 124
Marianu dzeivuojamuo sata, 129
Marianu klasters, 113
Mebelu kombinats Sarkana blazma, 109
Muizniecibys marsals, 28
Nabadzeigis satys, 37, 52
Nevys Aleksandra kapleica, 44, 106
Nualyktovys, 10, 25, 40, 56, 104, 115, 117,
125-126, 134, 139, 156
Ols dareitovys, 23, 25, 32, 58-59, 93, 116, 132,
149
Pareizticeigis bazneica (katedrale), 40-44,
45, 48, 99, 106, 149
Partejis komitejis aka, 151
Pierts, 23, 25, 37, 40, 87, 90, 136, 139, 151, 161
Pilsatys
— Kklubs, 74, 139
- komandanti, 83-84, 88, 118-119
- padame, 29, 89
— skola (vertis: Rézeknis Katuolu vydss
kola)
- valde, 44, 89
- valdis noms, 95, 102, 104, 130, 139
Pina konservu kombinata klubs, 147
Pimineklis “Vienoti Latvijai” (Latgolys
atbreivuosonys pimineklis, Latgales
Muora), 44, 104, 106, 139, 158
Pimineklu puorvalde, 111

A Brief History of Rézekne

Policeja, 48, 57, 67, 85, 89, 92, 111, 119, 124, 125
Policejis aka, 105
Poliklinika, 139, 141-142
Polockys knazs, 9, 14
Posta i telegrafa aka, 103-105, 129, 132
Posta staceja (vértis: Zyrgu posta stacejis)
Posvaldeibys posaizsardzeibys vineiba, 120,
122
Pyrmais latgalisu kongress, 78-79
REBIR (PSKP XXIV kongresa Rézeknis
elektriskas byuvinstrumentu ryupneica), 155
Rézeknis 1. pamatskola (vértis: Rézeknis
Katuolu vydsskola)
- 1. vydsskola, 145
- 2. pamatskola (vértis: Rézeknis 3. vydss
kola)
- 2. vydsskola, 144-145
- 3. vydsskola, 145
— 14. specialuo profesionali tehniskuo
vydsskola, 145
— aprinka policeja, 89
- aprinka slimneica, 102, 116-117, 125, 127,
132, 139-140, 142, 144
— aprinka skola, 44
— Cukra fabrika (ryupneica), 132, 139-140
- celtniceibys instrumentu ryupneica
“Latgale” (vértis: Citums)
- divizeja, 74
— draudzis $kola, 44
- ebreju gimnazeja, 37, 95
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- infekceju slimineica, 86, 104-105

- i8ktelpu transporta elektrotkuortu
ryupneica, 155

— katuolu bazneica, 17, 21-22, 30, 33, 46,
48, 61, 71,137

- Katuolu vydsskola, 31, 40, 44, 54, 68, 105,

142, 145

— krivu gimnazeja, 127, 132, 144

— krivu septengadeiguo $kola, 145

- labeibys produktu kombinats, 155

- litiskuos muokslys vydsskola, 145

- muiza, 14, 21, 23-26, 29, 46

- nabadzeigiis ebreju bidreibys
ambulance, 37

- ostongadeiguo $kola (vertis: Rézeknis
Katuolu vydsskola)

- pils (pilsdrupys), 9-15, 17, 25, 29-30, 40,
50-51, 110-111

- pilsatys izpildkomiteja, 139-140

— Pina konservu kombinats, 147-148, 150,
153, 155, 157

- slimneica (vértis: Rézeknis aprinka
slimneica)

— Sorkonuo krysta slimneica (veértis:
Rézeknis aprinka slimneica)

- Sporta puorvaldis sporta laukums
(vertis: Daugovys Stadions)

- tautys augstskola (vértis: Rézeknis
Valsts $koluotuoju instituts)

— Tautys pils (vértis: Kulturys noms)

Indekss

- tautys konservatoreja, 109
- Valsts gimnazeja, 93, 104
— Valsts komercskola, 95, 101, 104, 132
- Valsts $koluotuoju instituts, 95, 103-104,
109, 124, 127, 138, 145,
— valsts veiriSu gimnazeja (vértis: Krivu
gimnazeja)
- vyspuorejuos celtniceibys trasta sporta
zale i baseins, 151
Sadzeivis pakolpuojumu kombinats, 151
Saimniceibys organizacejis noms, 139
Sanitari epidemiologiskuo staceja, 142
Skaitluosonys centrys, 151
Slauksonys ikuortu ryupneica, 139, 153, 157
Slimneicys, 36-37, 44, 86-87, 102, 104-105,
108, 125, 127, 132, 139-140, 142, 144
Slobodys patmalis, 58, 93, 132
Sorkonuo armeja, 80, 88, 107, 115, 117,
120-121, 125, 130, 132, 141
Sorkonuo krysta slimneica (vertis: Rézeknis
aprinka slimneica)
Sovstarpejuos apdriisynuosonys bidreiba, 71
Spirta ryupneicys, 93, 105, 139
Staceja Rézekne I, 34, 50, 56-57, 67-68,
97, 116, 125-126, 130, 132, 136, 138, 139, 148
Staceja Rézekne II, 63, 69, 87, 97, 113, 125, 127,
130, 132, 136-140, 148, 151-152
Stadions (vértis: Daugovys Stadions)
Suopu Divmuotis bazneica, 102, 127, 129
Surmoninu noms, 68

Sv. Nikolaja Vinticeibniku bazneica, 59-60

Syltumneicys, 59

Skoluotuoju instituts (vértis: Rézeknis Valsts
$koluotuoju instituts)

Tautys noms (vertis: Kulturys noms)

Teatris (vértis: Kulturys noms)

Tekstila kruosuotova, 56

Termoelektrostacija, 74-75, 137, 140, 149

Tipografejis, 68, 71, 93, 113, 139

Tipografeja Dorbs un Ziniba, 68, 113, 139

Transformatoru staceja, 138

Uodu apstruodis fabrika, 93

Universalveikals, 127, 151

Uotruos mediciniskuos paleidzeibys
staceja, 142

Utrais Latgolys kongress, 79

Valsts draseibys Tautys komisariats (VDTK),
110, 115, 117, 128, 140

Valsts istuozu aka (vértis: Rézeknis Katuolu
vydsskola)

Valsts labeibys i suola rezervu nilyktova, 40

Valsts sanitaruo inspekceja, 141

Valsts zemis banka, 104, 108, 110, 132

VDTK noms (¢ekas noms), 110, 115

Velis satys, 37, 139

Venka Hotelis (vértis: VDTK noms)

Vermahta armejis komandantura, 118-119

Viadukts, 151

Viersniku klubs, 120

Vipingys lauksaimisteibys skola, 99



Visneicys, 56, 71, 106, 110, 132, 139, 152

Vosorys teatris Rositten, 74

Vuocu armeja (Vermahta armeja), 117-119,
120, 122, 128, 130

Zaluo sinagoga, 134

Zemste, 28, 64, 80

Zipu fabrika, 93

Zuovatu saknu i auglu konservu fabrika, 153

Zyrgu posta stacejis (ekspedicejis), 28, 32,
40-44, 46, 48-50, 56, 67, 102

Etniskuos/voludu/religiskuos
grupys

Baltejis latvisi, 35, 73, 78, 102, 125

Baptisti, 101, 117

Boltkrivi, 46, 141

Katuoli, 17, 22, 23, 30-31, 33, 35, 40, 43, 46, 48,
61, 67, 71, 81, 101, 105, 137

Kazaki, 18

Komunisti (bolseviki), 38, 79-84, 87, 90, 114,
116, 118, 119, 122, 158

Krivi, 10, 12-14, 21, 35-36, 46, 51, 62, 92, 93,
95, 102, 114, 141, 160-161

Cyguoni, 122

Ebreji, 18, 20, 30, 33-34, 36-37, 39-40, 42-43,
46’ 48’ 50, 52, 54, 61-62, 68, 71,73, 77>
85-86, 87, 88, 90-93, 95, 102, 109, 119,

122, 124, 134, 141

Igauni, 141

Kalvinisti, 24

Latgalisi, 9-10, 35, 37, 46, 54, 67-68, 73-75,
78, 89-90, 92-93, 125

Leitovisi, 9-10, 14, 62, 116, 141

Luterani, 17, 24, 60, 71, 101, 104, 128,

Pareizticeigl, 24, 35, 40-45, 48, 54, 59—-60, 62,
67,71, 77, 99, 106, 149

Poguoni, 17

Pali, 12, 17-18, 20, 23, 30, 33, 35-36, 46, 50—51,
61, 62, 77, 91, 93, 141

Ruténi, 17

Ukraini, 46, 141

Vacticeibniki, 20, 30, 33-34, 42-43, 46, 52, 56,
61, 67-68, 71, 77, 93, 95, 102

Vinticeibniki, 59-60

Vuocisi, 14, 17, 23, 36, 62, 80-82, 88, 101-102,
113, 115-119, 122, 124125, 127-129, 132, 134,
136, 140
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Index
Persons

Altenbuch, Georg, 23

Berka, Garfunga, 58
Bez-Kornilovich, Mikhail, 48
Blaus, Haralds, 105

Borbals, Stanislavs, 106
Brotze, Johann Christoph, 110
Bujwid, Michal, 23
Chernikov, Sergei, 151
Chlopicki, Edward, 50
Cirulis, Janis, 105

Culesius, Petrus, 17

Egle, Arvids, 95
Falkenshtein, Isaak, 62
Gavars, Valdis, 117, 119
Gelzis, Modris, 148

Girdenis, 9

Gorbachev, Mikhail, 160
Grisans, Jazeps, 54, 113, 119, 129
Grodzinsky, Chaim, 37, 80
Jansons, Karlis, 105
Jaskovska, Helena, 103
Kalnins, Janis, 68

Karklins, Ernests, 59

Kemps, Francis, 72, 78

Kilps, Arnolds, 117, 119

Korff

- Olga, 41

— Friedrich Sigismund, 23, 26

— Nicolaus VI, 23, 26
Kundzins, Pauls, 103
Lacis, Vilis, 122
Laizans, Janis, 85
Laube, Eizens, 101
Lenin, Vladimir Ilyich, 79, 140
Leopold of Bavaria, 80
Leschinski, Gustav, 58
Macs, Aleksandrs, 120
Mandern, Konrad, 9
Manteuffel-Szoege

- Gustav, 50-51

- Leon, 80
Manteufel, Movsha, 59, 93
Maslennikov, Luka, 58
Mellenbergs, Viktors, 151
Mihailovs, Igors, 148
Naruszewicz, Stanislaw, 23
Ostzich, Nikolaus, 23
Pavlov, Pavel, 101-102, 105
Polyak, Meyer, 38
Purins, Augusts, 120
Purvitis, Vilhelms, 59
Rancans, Nikodems, 68
Romanov

- Alexander II, 43

— Alexei Nikolaevich, 76

- Catherine II, 23

— Nicholas I, 41-42

— Nicholas II, 76, 78
Rurik

— Ivan I1I, 16

- Ivan 1V, 16
Rutkovsky, V., 58
Sakse, Anna, 122
Silins, Matiss, 78
Skrinda, Antons, 38
Skujenieks, Margers, 55
Sobieski, Sebastian, 23
Spradzs, Alberts, 127-128
Stencelis, Otto, 102
Strave, Pauls, 117, 119
Stucka, Peteris, 80
Sudrabkalns, Janis, 122
Svenne, Pauls, 127-128
Szadurski (name, unidentified), 25
Tiesenhausen

- Georg, 23, 25

- Hieronymus, 23-24
Tomasickis, Leons, 105
Tynyanov

- Nason, 37

- Yuri, 37
Uberfeld (name, unidentified), 23
Ulmanis, Karlis, 82, 91-92, 102
Varslavans

- Antons, 148

- Francisks, 95



Zabelin, Alexander, 48
Zadvinskis, Péteris, 80
Zalaiskalns, Mara, 148
Zarins, Davids, 103

Settlements & Geographical
Features

Abrene (Jaunlatgale)
- town, 136
— district, 107, 116
Argentina, 103
AtaSiene, 89
Audrini, 123
Baltic States, 158
Belarus, 20
Belarusian Governorate, 23, 27, 39, 48
Cesis
— town, 65, 106
- voivodeship, 12, 25
Ciskadi, 119, 129
Courland
- cultural region, 19-20, 76
- governorate, 65, 78-79
Daugava River, 76
Daugavpils (Dinaburg)
— castle, 20
- komturship, 10-11
- town, 14, 28, 48, 51, 55, 65, 74, 87, 92, 107,
115-117, 131, 138, 142

Index

— district, 79
Gaujiena, 16
Germany, 76, 80, 115-116, 121, 132
Helsinki, 106
Huaynaputina volcano, 17
]elgava, 57, 65, 106, 120, 131
Latgale (Polish Livland), 9, 12, 19-20, 23, 27,
34, 36, 51, 55, 68, 71-73, 76, 78-82, 95, 102,
105, 107, 115, 129
Latvia
- territory, 62-63, 65, 76, 120, 131
- Iskolat republic, 79
- Soviet republic, 81-82, 144, 150-151
- Republic, 34, 37, 60, 81-84, 87, 89, 96,
106-107, 142, 158-161
Leningrad (see St. Petersburg)
Liepaja
- town, 86, 120
— district, 65, 82,
Lithuania
- territory, 10-11, 14, 20
- grand duchy, 9, 14
Livani, 116
Livland (Livonia)
- cultural region, 19-20, 73, 76, 78
- duchy, 10, 12, 16-18
- governorate, 65, 78-80, 95
Lotigola (Letigola), 9
Ludza
— castle, 20

A Brief History of Rézekne

— starosty, 21
- town, 14, 16, 28, 30, 65, 116, 136
- district, 79, 124
Madona district, 136
Malta, 34
Maslenki, 107
Moscow, 63, 137-138, 148, 153
Nuremberg, 17
Nevel, 65
Ostrov, 48
Palestine, 92
Peru, 17
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, 12, 16, 27
Polotsk
- principality, 9, 12, 14
- governorate, 27
Preili, 124
Pskov
— town, 138
- governorate, 27
Razna Lake, 9
Riga, 10, 13-14, 18, 55, 61, 63, 65, 74, 81-82, 87,
92, 120, 127, 138, 142, 153, 159-160
Rikopole, 64
Rozentova, 64
Russia
- territory, 10-12, 14
— state, 16, 18, 20
- empire, 12, 23, 27-28, 34, 37, 39, 76, 78, 89
- Soviet republic, 79, 80, 82, 87, 113, 116
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Rujiena, 106
Rzhev, 76
Semigallia, 76
St. Petersburg, 39, 48, 55-56, 67, 71, 78, 153
South Africa, 46
Stropi, 107
Strazani, 156
gmaili, 107
Tallinn, 161
Tartu, 10
Taudejani Forest, 124
Trikata, 16
Tukums, 131
United States of America (USA), 46, 103
Valmiera, 18, 106
Varaklani, 64
Velikiye Luki, 81
Ventspils, 65
Vilaka
— castle, 20
— town, 136
Vilani, 64
Vilnius, 159
Vitebsk
— town, 64
- governorate, 27-238, 36, 46, 78-80
Warsaw, 39, 56

Index

Organisations and Buildings

1st Latvian Primary School (see Rézekne
Catholic Secondary School)

and Latvian Primary School (see Rézekne
Secondary School No. 3)

Alexander Nevsky Chapel, 43, 105

Army Department Store (see Army
Economic Store)

Army Economic Store, 126

Army Horse Sports Club, 96

Bakeries, 10, 2223, 32, 93, 138, 152, 157

Bank of Latvia (Rézekne branch), 105

Bathhouses, 22, 26, 37, 41, 87, 136, 138, 152

Boiler House, 152

Breweries, 22, 26, 32, 58—59, 93, 116, 132, 139, 151

Bus Garages, 139

Bus Station, 32, 62, 146-147, 150

Cafés and Canteens, 60, 138, 148, 153

Catholic Church, 13-17, 20-22, 24-25, 29-30,
34, 37, 46, 48, 50, 61, 71, 81, 102, 129, 133, 137

Central Committee of the Latvian Socialist

Soviet Republic (LSSR), 81

Cheka (see NKGB)

Choral Synagogue, 87

Cinema Oaze, 72

Cinema Rézekne, 148

Cinema Zvaigzne, 144, 147

City Board, 28, 89, 95, 101-102

City Club, 72

City Commandant, 86, 118-119

City Council, 28, 31, 37, 41, 43, 78, 80, 84,
89-90, 130, 132

City Executive Committee, 111, 140, 151

City Hospital, 36, 43, 102, 117, 126, 132, 138,
140-142, 144

City Poorhouse, Old Believer almshouses, 37,
41

City School (see Rézekne Catholic

Secondary School)

Commercial School, 68, 91, 95, 101, 125, 130, 132

Communist Party (Latvian Communist

Party), 81, 87, 116, 152, 158

Computing Center, 152

Construction Tool Plant “Latgale” (see
Prison)

Cooperative Dairy, 93

Courland Division (Latvian State), 83, 88

Courland Division Infirmary, 88

Cultural Club of Dairy Canning Plant, 148

Culture House, 101, 109, 126, 129-130, 132, 134,
138, 141, 148, 151, 160

Daugava Stadium, 140

Department store, 151

District Administrative Building, 138

District Hospital (see City Hospital)

District Police Administration, 57, 89

Dorbs un Ziniba (printing house), 68, 113

Dried Vegetable and Fruit Canning Factory, 155

Emergency Medical Aid Station, 144



Ergla aptieka, 37

Executive Committee of Latvia (Iskolat
Latvia), 79

Farmonov’s Shop, 52

Fire Brigades, 61, 70

Fire Station, 57, 61, 138

First Latgalian Latvian Congress, 79

Flax Factory, 141, 149, 151, 157

Furniture Company Sarkana blazma, 110

German Army (Wehrmacht), 118-119,
121-122, 128, 130-131

German Eastern Front, 8o

Grain Elevator, 140, 156

Green Synagogue, 134

Greenhouses, 59, 107

Hotels, 56, 69, 106, 110, 132, 138, 153

Household Services Combine, 152

Infectious Diseases Hospital, 86, 142

Inns, 14, 17, 21, 23, 27, 29, 41

Jaskovska Watermill (see Leschinski
Watermill)

Jewish Prayer Houses, synagogues, 34, 46, 48,
61, 71, 87, 134

Jewish School, 101

Kahal, 40-41

Knitting Factory, 110

Latgalian Museum of Cultural Heritage, 37,
144, 148

Latgale People’s Palace (see Culture House)

Latgales konservi Workshop, 157

Index

Leather Processing Factory, 93

Leschinski Watermill, 58, 103

Libraries, 76, 95, 138, 144

Livonian Order, 9-12, 16, 25

Locomotive Depot, 151

Lutheran Church (former catholic, wooden,
brick), 16, 21, 61, 71, 128, 133

Magistrate and City Council Building, 31,
40-41

Malta Death Battalion, 124

Marian Brothers’ Residence and
Monastery, 113, 129

Marshal of the Nobility, 28

Meat Processing Plant, 132, 151-152, 155

Mechanized Laundry, 138

Medical Administration (Russian Empire), 37

Military Revolutionary Committees
(Soviet), 79

Ministry of Finance (Russian Empire), 43

Monument Protection Board, 111

Monument Vienoti Latvijai (Monument to
Freedom of Latgale, Latgales Mara),
105-106, 129, 140

Municipal Administration, 43

Mutual Insurance Society, 71

NKGB Building, 117, 119

NKGB (People’s Commissariat of State
Security), 110, 115-117, 119, 120, 128

NKVD (see NKGB)

Officers’ Club, 120

A Brief History of Rézekne

Qil Presses, 93, 155

Okers Paint Factory, 110

Old Believers’ Almshouses, 37, 52

Old Believers’ Prayer House, 61

Orchards, 26, 31, 145

Orthodox Church, 34, 40-41, 43, 45, 48, 54,
71,99, 105

Our Lady of Sorrows Church, 102, 126, 129, 133

Party Committee Building, 152

Pharmacies, 36-37

Police, 48, 57, 66-67, 85-86, 89, 92, 110,
119-120, 123, 124

Police Station, 57, 66-67, 124-125, 138

Polyclinic, 138, 142, 144

Polotsk Prince, 9, 14

Post and Telegraph Building, 103

Postal Stations, 27, 41-43, 48, 56, 101

Precast Concrete Plant, 152, 156

Printing Houses, 68-69, 72, 93, 139

Prison, 32, 36, 46, 62, 120-123, 125, 156

Provisional Government of the Republic of
Latvia, 82

Railway Station Rézekne I, 50, 57, 60, 64,
67-68, 96—97, 124, 126, 130, 132, 136, 138,
149-150

Railway Station Rézekne II, 63, 113, 124, 126,
130, 132, 136, 138, 149-150

REBIR (Rézekne Electric Construction Tool

Plant of the XXIV Congress of the CPSU), 156

Red Army, 80-81, 88, 107-108, 113, 115-116,
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118, 120-121, 123, 126, 130-132, 136, 142
Red Cross Hospital (see City Hospital)
Rézekne
— Applied Arts Secondary School, 145
- Castle, 9-17, 20, 25, 50, 110-111
— Catholic Secondary School, 31-32, 41,
54, 105, 142, 147
- Dairy Canning Plant, 148-150, 151-152,
157
— Eight-Year school (see Rézekne Catholic
Secondary School)
— Grain Products Plant, 156
- Hospital (see City Hospital)
— Indoor Transport Electrical Equipment
Plant, 156
- Jewish Gymnasium, 38, 95
- Manor, 21, 23, 26, 29
- Milking Equipment Factory, 140, 155
— Music Secondary School of Janis
Ivanovs, 145, 147
- People’s Conservatory, 95, 145
— People’s Palace (see Culture House)
- People’s University, 95, 109
- Poor Jews’ Society, 37
- Poor Jews’ Society Ambulance, 37
- Secondary School No. 1, 145
- Secondary School No. 2, 145
- Secondary School No. 3, 102, 145
— Sports Administration Grounds, 100
- State Gymnasium, 93

Index

— State Men’s Gymnasium (see Russian
Gymnasium)
- Sugar Factory, 132, 140-141
— State Teachers’ Institute, 95, 103, 124, 126,
129, 132, 138, 141, 145
- Vocational School (see Rézekne State
Teachers’ Institute)
Roman Catholic Church (see Catholic
Church)
Russian Gymnasium, 72, 76
Russian Seven-Year School (see Rézekne
Secondary School No. 2)
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church (Cathedral) 16,
22,32, 61
Sanitary Epidemiological Station, 144
Sanitary Inspection Service, 142
Second Latgale Congress, 79
Selbstschutz (municipal self-defense
unit), 120, 122
Slaughterhouses, 32, 41, 71, 105
Sloboda Watermill, 56, 58
Soap Factory, 93
Soviet Forces (see Red Army)
Spirit Distilleries, 58, 105, 140,
St. Nicholas Edinoverian Church, 59-60
Stadium (see Daugava Stadium)
State Council of the USSR, 160
State Grain and Salt Reserve Warehouses, 41
State Institutions Building (see Rézekne
Catholic Secondary School)

State Land Bank, 105, 108, 110

Summer Theater Rositten, 72

Supreme Council (Latvia), 159-160

Surmoninu House, 68

Taverns (see Inns)

Teachers’ Institute (see Rézekne State
Teachers’ Institute)

Technical School, 95

Telegraph Offices, 52, 62-63

Telegraph Station (see Telegraph Offices)

Temperance Folk House, 72

Textile Dye Works, 56, 59

Theater (see Culture House)

Thermal Power Plant (TPP), 74, 138, 155-156

Transformer Substation, 138

Vegetable Cellars, 138

Venka Hotel (see NKGB Building)

Viaduct, 152

Vipinga Agricultural School, 99

Warehouses, 10, 41, 56, 116, 118, 124, 134, 138,
157

Water Tower, 155

Watermill, 10, 17, 21, 29, 32, 41, 53, 56, 58, 97

Wedding Palace (Planned), 153

Wehrmacht Commandant’s Office, 118-119

Woodworking Plant, 140, 157

Zemstvo, 27, 80



Ethnic / Language / Religious
Groups

Baptists, 101, 117

Belarusians, 46, 141

Bolsheviks (see Communists)

Calvinists, 23

Catholics, 17, 21, 23, 29-32, 34, 41-42, 46, 48,
61-62, 67, 71, 81, 101, 105, 129, 137

Communist, 79, 81-84, 86-87, 90, 114,
119-122, 158,

Cossacks, 18

Edinoverians, 59—60

Estonians, 141

Germans, 14, 16, 23, 36, 62, 76, 80-83, 88,
101-102, 113-131, 133-134, 136, 140—141

Jews, 17, 21, 30, 34, 36-38, 41-42, 46, 48, 50,
52-53, 55, 62, 71, 85-87, 92-93, 101, 109, 119,
122, 134

Latvians
- Baltic, 35, 72, 102
- Latgalian, 9-10, 14, 17, 35, 38, 46, 67-68,
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Lithuanians, 9, 14, 62, 116, 141

Lutherans, 16, 21, 23-24, 61, 71, 101, 128

Muscovites (see Russian)

Old Believers, 21, 30, 34, 37, 41, 46, 55-56, 61,
67-68, 78, 93, 95, 101

Orthodox Christians, 24, 34, 40—43, 45, 48,
54, 59, 60, 62, 67, 71, 78, 99, 105

Pagans, 17

Poles, 13, 17-18, 20, 23, 30, 33-34, 50-51,
61-62, 95

Roma people, 122

Russians, 13-14, 34, 36, 46, 51,62, 72, 92, 95,
102, 114, 141-142, 161

Ruthenians, 17

Ukrainians, 46, 141
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